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Multnomah County Charter - 2 

CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARIES 

1.010 Name. The name of the county as it operates under this charter 

shall continue to be Multnomah County. 

1.050 Nature. Under the charter the county shall continue to be an 

agency of the state and a body politic and corporate. 

1.100 Boundaries. The boundaries of the county as it operates under 

the charter shall be the boundaries now or hereafter prescribed for the 

county by or pursuant to the laws of the state. 

1.150 County Seat. The seat of government of the county as it operates 

under the charter shall continue to be in the City of Portland. 



Preliminary Draft 

MULTNOMAH COUNTY CHARTER 

PREAMBLE 

We, the people of Multnomah County, Oregon, in recognition of the dual role 

of the county as a unit of local government and as an agency of the state, 

and in order to avail ourselves of local determination in county affairs 

to the full extent permissible under the constitution and laws of the 

state, by this charter confer upon the county the following powers, subject 

it to the following restrictions, and prescribe for it the following pro­

cedures and governmental structure. 
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MULTNOMAH COUNTY 

Room 384 Multnomah County Courthouse 

1021 S. W. Fourth Avenue 

Portland , Oregon 97204 

April 13, 1965 

To the membership: 

Appended hereto is a suggested outline of charter content for 
the Multnomah County Home Rule Charter. It can readily be seen that 
there are many subjects to be covered by the Committee, and the time 
element~ on analysis, isn't quite as great as it might be supposed. 

There are approximately thirteen months remaining before the 
Primary Election; however, a considerable amount of this time must be 
discounted for a number of reasons. For example, on page I- 13 - 2• 
t hree of the thirteen months a re lost because of the requirement to 
de live r the document to the Registrar n inety days before the election -
public hearings and time for printing the document require another three 
months, as indicated on page I - 13 - 3. 

The chart on page I -13-4 is the most meaningful i n terms of ac~ 
tua l time le f t for the Home Rule Charter Committee to rea ch the ir 
dec isions. For all practical purposes , less than seven months rema in 
for study ~nd deliberations. Completion of the work t o be d one i n t he ­
time a ll owe d r equ i res a plan and an a dherence t o the plan. Accordingly, 
a sugge ste d schedule of meetings is submitted on pages I-13- 5 t hru 7 . -

It will be noted tha t the suggeste d schedule call s for b i -we ekly ­
meetings from now until November 30, 1965 with the exception of the month ­
of June where in weekly meetings are required. -

WCM:md 
App: 

W. C. MERRELL 
Execu tive Sec r etary 
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April 27 

May ll 

May 25 

June 8 

June 15 

June 22 

J une 29 

SU GG ES TED SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
THROUGH JUNE 29, 1965 

1. Two speakers on governmental structure. 
2. Sub-committe e reports ( t o be determined) 

1. Two speakers on governmental structure. 
2. Sub-committe e reports ( t o be de termined) 

1. Two speakers on governmental structure . 
2 . Sub -committee reports (to be de te rmined ) 

l . Di scussion on Organization and Executive Structure. 

1. Tentative Decisions 

5.010 
5.050 
5. 080 
5 .1 30 
5 . 230 
4 . 010 
4 . 050 
4.090 

Exe cutive Head 
Powe rs and Duties 
Administ rative Department s 
Allocation of Functions 
Advisory Boards and Commissions 
Other County Officers 
Designation and Terms 
Qualifications 

l . Di s cussion on Governing Body. 

l . Tenta tive Deci sions 

3 . 010 
3 . 050 
3 . 090 
3 . 170 
3 . 21 0 
3 . 250 

Composition: Size, Te rms, Re pre s entation 
Qualifica tions of Members 
Vacancies 
Organization 
Powers 
Restrictions 
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July 13 

Ju ly 27 

August 10 

i\ugust 24 

Se ptember 7 

Se ptembe r 21 

SUGGESTED SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
JULY THROUGH NOVEMBER 

1 . Sub-Commi ttee Reports 
a . Pur chasing 
b. Personnel Adminis tration 

1. Tenta tive Decision 
5 . 170 Purchasing 
5 . 190 Personnel Administration 

2 . Discus sion - County Officers in General 
a. Compensation 
b . Vacancies 

1 . Tentative Deci s ion 
4 .130 Compensation 
4.170 Vacancies 

2. Sub - Commi ttee Report - Service Districts 

3 . Discus sion of Service Districts 

1. Tentative Decision 
8.010 Forma tion of Service Di stricts 
8 . 050 Al t erations to Boundaries 
8 . 090 Financing 

2 . Sub - Commit t ee Report - Public Improvements 

3. Discussion of Public Improvements. 

1. Tentative Decision 
7 . 010 Hearings and Remonstrances 
7 . 050 Bidding and Contracts 
7.090 Assessments 

2. Sub - Commit t ee Report - Fiscal Affa irs 

3 . Discussion of Fiscal Affa irs 

1. Tentative Decisions 
6 . 01 0 Budget Formulation 
6 .013 Capital Budget Projections 
6.050 Budget Execution 
6 . 053 Contingency Fund 
6 . 058 
6 . 090 
6.130 

Payments and Obligations 
Auditing 
Indebtedness 

2. Discuss ion of Remaining Topics in Chapter III -
Governing Body. 
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Oc tobe r 4 

Oc tobe r 18 

October 25 

November 9 

November 23 

Novembe r 30 

SUGGESTED SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
JULY THROUGH NOVEMBER (CONTINU ED) 

1. Tentative Decisions 
3.070 Nomination and Election of Governing Body 
3.130 Compensation 
3 .270 Procedures of Governing Body 
3.271 Acts Required by Ordinance 
3 .275 Ordinance Procedure 
3 .277 Emergency Ordinances 
3.279 Code of Technical Regulations 

2. Di s cussion of Powers of the County 

1. Tentat ive Decisions 
2.010 General Grant of Powers 
2.050 Construction of Powers 
2.090 Vesting of Powers 
2.130 County Powers Inside Ci ties 
2.170 Intergovernmental Coopera ti on 
2.210 Transfer of Functions 

2 . Di scussion of Elections 

1. Tentative Decisions 
9.010 Nomination of Officers 
9 . 050 Election of Officers 
9. 090 Reca ll 
9.130 Initiative and Ref erendum 

2. Discussion of Transitional Provisions 

1. Tentative 
10.010 
10.050 
10.090 

Decisions 
Continuation of Ordinances 
Incumben ts in Office 
Effective Date 

1. Review of Charter Language 

l. Approval of Charter 
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