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The Southwest Corridor 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Corridor selected as highest regional priority for study for:
high capacity transit 
	(High Capacity Transit System Plan, 2009) 
corridor mobility 
	(integrate transportation and land use plans and policies to: 
enhance movement
stimulate community and economic development)

The Southwest Corridor is 14-miles long and generally follows Interstate 5 (I-5) and state highway OR99W (99W), which is Barbur Boulevard within the city of Portland. The highway continues southwest through the cities of Tigard, Tualatin, King City and Sherwood. The northern portion of the highway closely parallels I-5, diverging near the northern city limit of Tigard.  I-5 and OR99 serve as the main travel routes between Portland, Tigard and Tualatin; OR 99W is the main travel route on to the cities of King City and Sherwood. Arterials and bus service support movements in and through the corridor. The terrain is quite hilly in many areas.  Pedestrian connectivity is limited and bicycle paths are discontinuous.  The arterial, collector, and local street network in the vicinity of much of the corridor is winding and discontinuous as a result of the hilly topography and suburban style development patterns. Sidewalks and crosswalks are lacking in much of the area, which impedes walking to take transit or meet other needs.  
The majority of Barbur Boulevard and 99W within the southwest corridor is characterized by post-war auto-oriented commercial development. The corridor includes several important regional institutions, including Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU), Portland State University (PSU), and Portland Community College (PCC) Sylvania campus. 
The corridor serves as the primary southern gateway to the region, and as part of the West Coast Trade Corridor (from Canada to Mexico) is critical for freight mobility. The Corridor connects agricultural industries of the Willamette Valley to the Portland Central City and / or I-5 and OR 217. It also serves as an important route to Portland International Airport. Shortline heavy rail provides access to the region from the Willamette Valley.
The corridor crosses the Willamette River, Tyron Creek, and Fanno Creek watersheds and is crossed by numerous streams, most of which are in stormwater pipes or culverts. Significant natural resource areas and open spaces exist along the corridor. 




11% of Metro 
region 
 
Population 
2010 - 140k 
2035 - 206k 
 
Employees 
2010 - 163k 
2035 - 251k 
 



A vision based approach  
Key points about the land 
use vision 

• Jobs, retail, entertainment and 
education surrounded by stable 
residential neighborhoods 

• Potential to link regional 
attractions and employment 
destinations and unify the 
corridor through mixed use, main 
streets and downtowns 

• Infill and redevelopment will 
revitalize key areas and add 
amenities while preserving the 
character of existing single-family 
neighborhoods 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The corridor is a destination for retail and entertainment and education surrounded by stable residential communities. 

The transition of 99W to a mixed use corridor has the greatest potential to unify the corridor to its main streets and downtowns and provide a critical linkage to the employment and regional destinations in the corridor. 

Infill and redevelopment is going to be the primary generator for new development in the corridor.

The SWC is a regional employment district has the potential to grow and aspire to a higher land use efficiency and to become more complete places. 




Steering Committee 
recommendation 

July 22, 2013 



July milestone: End of Phase I 

• Transit: 
 Local service enhancement direction 
 Narrow High Capacity Transit alternatives 

• Strategic set of roadway and active 
transportation projects 

• Prioritized parks and natural resource 
projects 

• Policies and incentives for further 
consideration 



Public involvement 
• 4 community planning forums 
• 2 economic summits 
• Shape SW survey, other online 

engagement 
• City council, planning commission, 

stakeholder and neighborhood meetings 
• Environmental Justice targeted outreach 



Why High Capacity Transit 
(HCT)? 

• Help achieve local community visions for 
development and revitalization, 
encouraging private investment in future 
station areas.  

 
• Move people efficiently in a congested 

corridor where it is difficult to build or 
expand roads due to hills, natural 
resources, established businesses and 
existing neighborhoods 
 



October  2012 July 2013 mid-2014 early 2017 

Narrow from 10 
alternatives 
concepts to five 

• Direction on 
Southwest (Transit) 
Service 
Enhancement Plan 

• Policy direction on 
“level” of BRT for 
further study 

• Which modes to 
carry forward for 
further study 

• Destination 
 

Refinement 
• Alignments 
• Add a lane or 

convert a lane? 
• Potential station 

locations 
• Funding strategies 

Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement 
• Mode 
• Station locations 
• Transit system 

connections 
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Direction on SW Service Enhancement Plan (local service) 

Directs TriMet to implement SW Service Enhancement Plan to 
provide the following:  
 
1. Connect key SW Corridor locations quickly and reliably to 

one another and to a potential HCT line 
• Within corridor 
• Throughout Washington County 

 
2. Improved local transit connections to WES 

 
3. Capital improvements necessary to achieve higher transit 

system functioning to better connect key corridor areas 
and HCT 
 

4. Identification of improvements cities and counties can 
make for better transit access 
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Modes for further study 

Both light rail and BRT should advance for further study based on 
 

1. high ridership potential of both modes 
 
2. need for additional design to produce more developed capital cost 
estimates necessary to clarify tradeoffs among: 

 
• capital costs 
• operating efficiency (operating costs and ridership) 
• support for SW Corridor Land Use Vision 
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Percentage of BRT in dedicated transitway (“level” of BRT) 

 
Between 50% and 100% of the alignment should be in 
exclusive right-of-way 
 

• eligible for New Starts funding 

• most supportive of land use vision 



Destination 

Tualatin, via Tigard 
 

Based on: 

•  ridership potential 

• operational efficiency 

• plans for increased housing and 

employment in Tigard and Tualatin  
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Connection to Sherwood 

Sherwood’s land use goals 
and transportation needs 
                    
  
 Excellent transit connections to 

HCT and throughout the 

Southwest Corridor 
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Roadway + Active Transportation Projects 
Draft Narrowed Project List – close to $500M 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HCT
52-58 projects, $264M - $304M depending on HCT route

Land-Use
21 projects, $157M



Roadway + Active Transportation Projects 
Recommendation 

• Highly supportive of HCT 
• During refinement, some projects will be identified 

that fit with HCT project 
• Highly supportive of the land use vision 

• Includes vision for mixed-use areas as well as 
employment and industrial areas 

• Project sponsors will take responsibility to 
implement their projects 

• SW Corridor Plan recommendations will inform updates 
to TSPs and the RTP but projects will not automatically 
be added or removed based on SW Corridor. 
 

Presenter
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HCT: During refinement some projects will be determined to fit with HCT project as refined 

LUV: Project sponsors will take responsibility to implement their projects with some collaborative efforts to seek funding, particularly for projects identified as early opportunities; project sponsors actions may include project design and engineering, public outreach and working with regional partners to include the project in the Regional Transportation Plan

SW Corridor Plan recommendations will inform updates to TSPs and the RTP but projects will not automatically be added or removed based on SW Corridor.  It will still be up to jurisdictions to decide on each.

LUV = land use vision



Green projects 
 Developed and prioritized 

by each jurisdiction in the 
corridor. 

•Parks 
•Trail 
•Natural Areas 

 



Next steps 

• Project partners adopt SWCP by 
resolution in fall 2013 

• Move into a refinement phase 
 Focus on HCT  
 Determine which roadway, active 

transportation, parks projects move forward 
with HCT 

 Refine policies/tools for further 
implementation 

• Steering Committee decision to move 
into EIS (NEPA) in early 2014 
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