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The marrisge of one of our typists, and her decision to
accompsuy her sailor husbesnd to Bremerton, left us short of staff
durinf’February and left the schools without e catesloger. It
bothered us to see the new schoocl books standing on the shelves, so
we sugrested to Miss Heyerdahl that this would be s good time for
the school librerisns to assume responsibility for their own cateloginge.
Typewriters and shelves were moved out of our workroom promptly, end
we now feel as though we have & new and much larger room to work in.
¥e have not as yet been able to find & part-time person for cleriecsl
work and this has sometimes mede our evening schedules rather hectic,
but we do not believe our routines have suffered.

The Girl Scouts, es pert of their community service -roject,
have offered to try to bring in our overdue bocks. Ve have given them
names and addresses of borrowers, but so far we heve not had any
response. We are still hopeful, however. Part of our spring house-
cleaning program will be snother staeff tour of the projeet for the
same purpose. The housekeeping department, in response to our
impsssioned pleas, th!s weck sent in some extra Janitors to cleen our
shelves and wesh the soot off our walls. We are truly grateful, even
though we ere afreid the janitors ere not exactly bock-minded. we
found dozens of bocks upside down on the‘shelves after the workers had
left!

¥rs. Sallila, the clericsl assistent at Tast Venport, reports
thet "1t has been especielly intercsting to note the inrlﬁx of Negro
borrowers since another Negro person has been added to the steff of
the cormunity building. These new peonrle ask particulerly for books

on their own race." During February, we went over to Hast Vanport
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to inspect the room in the store which we have asked the Housing
Authority to let us use for e library. We feel sure the locetion
will greatly increase the circulation of books so we hope that we
mey be able to move in during March. v
niaainc'incidcntl occur frequently, and we were quletly
convulsed by the women who asked us for poems by "Rockefeller."
But too manyjof our contects with petrons seem to us to border on
the pethetic or even tregic. IVor example, last weck & woman
came in with cuts all over her arms. ''he assistent Jokingly asked
her if she had been in & fight. She replied soberly, "Yes, end
these cuts were made with & razor blede!" Another girl who has been
a library borrower for more than & year asked to use our large
diectionary the other day. Soon she celled the librerian over and asked
her tc read a definition. The word wes"hypo-menie", and she said, "T
went to & doctor yesterdey end when he went out of the room, I read
what he hed written on his chart. This is the word, Does it mean that
i'm crezy?" Ve talked to this girl for a long time &nd concluded that,
while she was badly upset emotionslly, there was nothing wrong with her
that e good environment end & little personel happiness would not cure.
We hesiteted to reéormend a book but finelly geve her "Be Glad You're
Neurotie” and a book of cartoonsi
During the month the libreriem spoke iy rortland at & meeting
of the professionel women's group of A.A.U.W. The column which we are
now doing for the Vencouver Sun and the Shipbuilder, in asddition to the
one we write for the Oregonien, has been appearing in both papers
regularly. We have had excellent response from Venport people who have

read it in the Shipbuilder esnd the books mentioned are often asked for.

Respectfuliibaubmitted,
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