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MULTNOMAH COUNTY 

Room 384 Multnomah County Cou rthouse 

1021 S. W. Fourth Av enue 

Portland, Oregon 97204 

MINUTES 

Meeting of Sub - Committee on Public Health 
April 27 , 1965 

The Sub - Commi t tee on Public Health met at 12 noon on 
April 27, 1965, in Room 384, Mul tnomah County Courthou s e . 
followi ng members were pre s ent: 

Mrs. Ar n ol d Damskov - Chai r man 
Mrs. Sylv i a Nemer 

Tuesday, 
The 

The sub - committee reviewed a ll its work from t he beginning t o 
the present, developed conclus ions and t enative recommendations t o 
the committ ee as a whole, and concluded t hey woul d submi t t heir re po rt 
to the Home Ru l e Charte r Commit tee on May ll , 1965 ou t lining the organi ­
zational aspects of t he medica l services of Multnomah Coun t y fo r a 
propo sed charter . 

The mee ting a dj ourned at 1 : 30 p . m. 

;(/t J/(ta~.-~_/ 
W. IC. MERRELL I 

Executive Secretary 
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MULTNOMAH CO NTY 

Ro om 384 Mult no m a h County Cou rth ouse 

1021 S. W . Fourth Avenue 

Po rtland , O regon 97204 

MI UTES 

Mee ting of Sub - Connni t tee on Public Health 

April l, 1965 

The Sub - Comm ut t ee on Publ i c Heal t h met at 4 : 00 p .m. on 

Thursday , April l, 1965, in Room 384 , Multnomah Coun t y Courthouse . 

The following members were present: 

Mrs . Arno ld Damskov - Chairman 

Mrs. Sy lv i a Neme r 

William Brunner 

The Sub - Commit t ee on Public Heal t h r eviewe d al l of it s fi ndings 

to date and discussed t he desiraoliity of a j oi nt mee t ing with t he Sub­

Commi tte e on Welfare . 

The nex t meeting wa s scheduled for 12 noon on We dne sday, Apri l 7, 1965/ 

to fur t he r review tentative reconnnendations to the commi ttee a s a who le . 

The meeting adjourned at 4 : 50 p . m. 
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MULTNOMAH COUN TY 

Room 38 4 Multnomah County Co u rthouse 

1021 5. W . Fourth Av e nu e 

Port I and , O regon 97 204 

MINUTES 

Meeting of Sub - Commi ttee on Public Heal th 

Ma rch 25, 196 5 

On Thursday, March 25, 1965, Mr. Richard E . Hat c ha rd , Directo r of 

t he Air Quality Control Division of the Portland Health Bure au, appeare d 

before the chairman of the public heal t h sub-committee a nd te sti fie d as 

follows . 

Air pollution is a sepa rate prob lem f rom wate r po l lu t ion . As contra ste d 

from water pollution, air po l lut ion has no s ewage to carr y awa y the wast e 

materials . Ai r pollution doe s not follow a g eogra phical b oundary a s streams 

and rivers do, and municipal boundaries have no g ove rning effect. 

The State of Oregon has seen air pollution as a local problem r a t her t han 

as a state problem in spite of t he fact that the state has j urisdic t ion by 

statute . The state possesses t he powe rs and the authori t y a nd s e ts the minimum 

standards . Local jurisdictions have been encouraged t o ent e r t he field, and 

the Ci t y of Portland i s the only municipal jurisdiction wi th in t he me tropoli t an 

area that has done s o . The state has the · po l ice powers of enforc ing air po llu tion , 

and, if the local governments do not carry out t he se r es pon sib ili ties , t he Stat e 

Sanitary Au thority has t he responsib ili t y to a ct wi thin it s r e sources. 

The federal government has encouraged local governmen ts t o enter t he fiel d 

of air pollution by providing seventy -five pe rc en t of the co sts on air pol luti on 

survey s. The time limi t on a ny survey, h owever, will no t e x t end beyon d t we lve 

months . The federal government is in t h e position to make g rants f or ope rations 

af ter the survey period. 

Abou t a year ago, the Chairman o f t he Board of Coun t y Commissioners of 

Mul tnomah County tried to establish a six county r egiona l ap proacn t o air pol ­

lution problems. There were problems of o r ganiza t ion and f inance . The City of 

Por tland was not invited to participate in t he compac t , an d fi nancing was not 

readily forthcoming from some of the counties. Accord i ngl y . t he six county 

regional approach to air pol lution problems has come t o na ugh t. 



The City o f Portl a nd has a budge t f o r t heir Ai r Qua l ity Con trol program 

o f $ 60 , 0 00 i n t he current fi s c a l y ear. They h a v e f ive f i e l d men in thi s city 

program. The y an ti cipa t e $117, 00 0 in t hei r bu dge t for t h e ne xt fis c al y ear . 

Mr . Hatchard feels that the city ha s an e xce ll e nt prog r am with i n t he i r 

b udgetary limita tions, a nd t his program s hou l d in all like lihood be e xpa nded 

outside the city limi ts to ge t the greatest good o f t he pr og r a m f o r all of t h e 

inhabitants of the community. The c ity prog r am has been i n e f f e c t since 

Feb r uary of 1964, a nd the ordinance wa s produ ced by t h e unu s ua l c o o pe r a tiv e 

action of the Associated Oregon I ndustri e s, t he s t aff of t he Port lan d Bu r eau 

o f Health, and the Oregon S t ate Sanita ry Au t h o ri ty . Ma y or Sch r unk ha s i n di ca t ed 

the hope of the ci t y council that these e f fo rts wi ll be c onsi de r e d t he nucl e ou s 

o f a regional effort towards t h e airshe d t y pe o f prog r am , a n d tha t it is h i gh ly 

importan t t ha t such a regional organization b e initiated at t he ea rl ie st prac ti­

cal time . 

In his keynote address to the Pa cif ic Nort hwe st I n terna tiona l Se ct i on o f 

th e Air Pollu t ion Control As socia t ion , May o r Sc h runk on Nov ember 5 , 1964 s aid , 

11 We canno t con tinue t o exper ience seve ra l mi l lions of do l l a r s o f pro pe rty los s 

ea ch ye ar because of soiling, c orros ion, depreciation of l a nd , and othe r 

unde s i rabl e effe c ts. In a r eg i on whe r e t ou ri s m is o u r thi rd la r ges t i n dust r y , 

we cannot c ontinue to hide o ur magni f icen t moun tains i n a pa l l o f s moke a n d 

a ir po llution . We must reve r s e t he t rend . I.Je can a ccompl ish the s e e nds - i t 

wi ll take s everal years and i t wi ll re qui r e suppo r t o f the publ ic a l ong with 

i ndustrial and commercial g r oups. 11 Mr . Ha t chard di scu s sed Se nate Bi ll 242, 

currently being considered by the legi s la t u re , auth o r izing the govern i ng bodi e s 

o f cities and coun t ies to enter into c ontra c ts a nd a gre ement s, and establis h i ng 

t he rules for regional air quali t y con trol programs. 
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MULTNOMAH COUNTY 

Room 384 Mu ltnomah County Courthous e 

1021 S. W. Fourth Avenue 

Portland, Ore gon 97204 

MINUTES 

Meeting of Sub- Committee on Public Health 

March 18 , 1965 

The Sub- Committee on Public Health met at 10 :30 a . m. on 
Thursday , March 18 1965 , at Multnomah Colinty Hospi tal . The 
following members were present : 

Mrs . Arnold Damskov - Chairwan 
Mrs. Sylvia Nemer 

The sub- committee heard an explanation from Dr . Jarvi s Goul d , 
Administrator of t he hospital, of t he hi st ory and operation of t he 
hospit al and the agr eement with t he University of Oregon Medical 
Schoolo The sub- committee then tour ed t he hospital . 

The next meeting of the sub-committee was set for 4 o ' clock 
p.m. Thursday , April i, 1965 . 

Executive Secretary 
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MINUTES 

Meeting of Sub- Committee on Public Health 

March 4, 1965 

227-8411 ext J3St 

The Sub- Committee on Public Health met at 4 :00 p . m. on 

Thursday , March 4, 1965 , in Room 384 , Multnomah County Courthouse . 

The following member s were pr esent : 

Mrs . Arnold Damskov - Chair man 
Mrs . Sylvia Nemer 
William Brunner 

The sub- committee hear d an explanation from Dr . Meador of the 

City of Por t l and Health Depar tment of the city ' s health pr ogram and 

his views on a consol idated city-·county health department . 

The next meeting of the sub- committee was set for 10 o ' clock a .m. 

Thursday , Mar ch 18. 1965. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p .m. 
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MUL TNOMAH COUNTY 

Roo m 384 Mu ltnomoh County Cou rtho use 

1021 S. W . Fourth Av e nu e 

Portland , Oregon 97204 

MINUTES 

Meeting of Sub- Committ ee on Public Health 
Febr uary 17, 1955 

The Sub- Committee on Public Health met at 1 :00 p .m. on Wednesday , 
Februar y 17, 1965 . The f ollowing members wer e pr esent : 

Mr s . Arnold Damskov - Cha i rman 
Mrs . Sylvia Nemer 

The sub- committee met and made a visit ation to t he Public Health 
Building at l 22nd and Glisan Str eets , Edgefi eld Manor , and Edgefie ld Lodge . 
Ea ch of these activities were toured i n company with the officia_ i n ct~rge . 

The next meeti ng of the sub- committee was scheduled f or 4 :00 p . m. 
Thur sday , Febr ua r y 25 , 1965,-and t he Execut i ve Secreta r y was instructed to 
invite Dr . Meador of the City of Port land Health Department to meet with 
the sub- committee . 
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MINUTES 

Meeting of Sub- Committee on Public Hea l th 
Friday . Febr uar y 12 , 1965 

The Sub- Committee on Publ i c Hea l th met at 12 noon on Friday , 
February 12, 1965 . The following member s wer e pr es ent : 

Mrs . Arnold Damskov - Chair man 
Mrs . Sylvia Nemer 
Mr . William Brunner 

The sub- committee met with ~tr . Clarence R. Bradford . Administrative 
Assist ant in the Div&on of Publ i c Health of Multnomah County . The meeting 
consisted of a br iefing on the organization and operation of the Publ ic 
Healt h Department . 

The next meeting was s cheduled for Thursday , Febr uar y 18 , 1965 at 
12 o ' clock noon f or a field trip of the members to the Public Health 
institutions . 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PUBLIC HEALTH 

Public Health in Oregon is statewide i n scope and direction . In the 
main , t he hea l th laws in Oregon are contained in the Oregon Revised Statutes 
and in the regulations of the State Boar d of Health . An understanding of the 
organization in Multnomah County requir es an understanding of the state ' s 
organization . 

State Board of Heal th . The State Board of Health is a board of ni ne 
member s , eight of whom ar e appointed by the Governor . One member is required 
to be a dentist, one member must be a pharmacist, and the r emainder must be 
physicians . 

State HealtJL Officer . The eight member s of the Board of Health appointed 
by the Governor el ect a secretary who by vir tue of the election becomes a 
member of the Boar d of Healt h and becomes its executive officer . 

~dvisoLY_Board . The State Boar d of Hea l th appoints an advisory board on 
Public Health , and this board consists of six members composed of one r egistered 
nur se , one optometrist , one chir opr actor , one veterinarian , one professional 
engineer , and one podi atr ist . 

Po~rs and Dut:J_es . The Board of Health has almost unlimited powers in the 
field of Public Hea lth . They have the authority by statute to make rules and 
r egulati ons and to enfor ce these rul es and regulations . These r ules and r egu­
lations have the f orce and effect of l aw, and l ocal officers of both cities 
and counties have the obligation to carry them out . The State Health Officer 
has author i t y to take dir ect charge of a city or county whenever local officials 
negl ect or refuse to enforce either the statutes on heal th or the rules and 
r egulations of the Board of Health . The Board of Health alone is designated 
as the state agency to apply and r eceive grants from the f ederal gover nment 
for public health purposes . The Board of Health controls the mer it system of 
county health department employees . 

Local Board of Hea l th . The Board of County Commissioners is the County 
Board of Health ex- officio and is authori zed to appoint a publ ic health 
advisory board to advise the governing body on matters of public health . 

Permissiye Legislation . When authorized by a majority of the voter s of 
the county, the gover ning body may appoint a County Board of Health consisting 
of one member of the county governing body ; one member of the administrative 
school board , the county school board , or the intermediate education district 
board; the mayor of the largest city of the county (which has not withdrawn 
from part i cipation) ; one phys ician ; one dentist ; two others ; and in counties 
in which a member of the Stat e Board of Health is a r esident , that member while 
he is a r esident of the county and a member of the State Board of Heal th . The 
physician , the dentist , and the two other members are to be appointed by the 
member r epresenting the county gover ning body , the member r epresenting the 
school board , and the mayor of the centr al city . The County Board of Heal th 
is vested with all the powers and char ged with all the duties that are vested 
in the State Board of Health insofar as they are a pplicable to the conditions 
and situations within the county. The board may adopt r ules and regulations 
necessary to the performance of these duties , but it shall not adopt any r ule 
or regulation not in compliance with the rules and regulations of the State 
Board of Health . It shall a ppoint a Public Hea l th Off i cer who shall be a 
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physician licensed by the State Board of Medical Examiners and who shall 
serve as administrator for the County Health Board and act as Secr etar y 
and Executive Officer of the County Board of Health . Whenever any county 
governing body establishes a County Board of Health , city boar ds of health 
in such counties shall be abolished , and the County Board of Health shall 
have charge of all health activities in the county except that any city having 
a popul ation of 100 , 000 (Port l and ) may el ect to maintain a separat e Board of 
Health under existing laws . 

Legal Questions . It would appear that the r efer ence to "when authorized 
to do so by a major ity of the voters of the county" is in reference to a 
referendum by the Board of County Commissioner s . There is a likelihood that 
this would be equa lly appl icabl e as a part of charter content . The reference 
to "any city having a population of 100 , 000 ••• may elect t o maintain a 
separate Board of Health" would appear to be a decision of the city council , 
and that decision could be overridden only by initiative or refer endum . 
General counsel should be a sked to cla r i fy this point if the sub- committee 
desires . 

Multnomah County Division of Public Health . The overal l functions of 
the Division of Public Health are those of service to the entire community 
dealing in every phase of public health . The division consists of approximately 
100 employees , ea ch assigned to a specific section , covering maternal and child 
health , control of communicable disea se , menta l hea lth from child r eferrals to 
family counseling , inspection and licensing of all food handling establishments , 
inspection and approval of all plumbing and sewage disposals , recording vital 
statistics , etc . 

Mental Health . This section ha s made tremendous gr owth since its i nc ep­
tion about thr ee year s ago , and now has a staf f of 12 full time employees and 
15 part- time psycologists and psychiatrists . During the calendar year of 1963 , 
approximately 7 , 000 appointments were made for office visits , and approximately 
one- ha l f of these visits were for the diagnosis and treatment of children . 
Community needs are constantly increasing with activities now extending to 
Public Welfare , the Juvenile Court , School District #1, and the Community Child 
Guidance Clini c i n addition to the regular county referrals . The employees of 
this section work with the Public Health Nur ses in follow- up care of patients 
released from the State Mental Hospitals , and a Parent - Teacher Education Center 
was institut ed at the Parkrose- Sacramento School early in October of last year . 
An additional center is now open at Peninsula . With the prospect of the new 
proj ect for emoti onally di sturbed children at Troutdale , the work of the Menta l 
Health Section will be greatly increased . 

Public Health Sanitation Section . The work of the Sanitation Section has 
gr ea t ly increased over the years . The staff now consists of 5 staff member s 
with a supervising sanitarian. In 1964 the plumbing ins pection was add ed to 
thi s section, and t wo plumbing inspectors were added to the staf f . During 
1963 this staff conducted 11, 000 fie ld investigations . made 17, 000 inspections 
with approximately 4 , 500 office conferences and inter views . The law requires 
inspecti on of all eat i ng and drinking establishments at least twice a year . 
I nspection of farm labor camps involve many visits and i nspections in addit i on 
to assist i ng with water suppl y and sewage problems . Among the many services 
required of this section are rodent control , inspection and te sting of water 
bathing places, inspection and sampling of school water supply , etc . 
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~~~ic Health Survey Center . The City- County Survey Center has been in 
operat i on since 1944 . The chest X- Ray program has been well accepted by the 
communi t y , and t wo units annually take approximatel y 120 ,000 f ilms . Over 
the years approximately one- third of the cases of tuberculosis r epor ted 
have been discovered initially by a miniature f i lm X- Ray . 

A new program in Multnomah County is an effort at diabetes detection . 
The development of a piece of laboratory equipment which can automat ically 
do blood chemistry with a high degree of accuracy at the rate of approxi mately 
40 to 60 samples per hour makes it possible to do mass blood examinations 
at a cost comparable to the mass chest X- Ray program. Diabetes is best 
diagnosed early by a blood test following a meal containing a specific 
amount of carbohydrates . Pilot programs i n other areas have indicated that 
as many as 9 . 5 previously unknown cases of diabetes were found per 1 ,000 
people screened . $9 , 000 was appropriated in the curr ent budget for personnel 
and operating expenses of the diabetes detection unit . 

~qeefield Lodge . At this moment Edgefield Lodge does not yet exist . 
The building that will house this facility was originally established as a 
tuberculosis pavillion but wlth the disappearance of tubercul osis , the 
fac i lity was used as a convalescent hospital for patients transferred from 
the County Hospital . With the opening of the new convalescent wing in 
Edgefie ld Manor , thi s facility wa s closed and is scheduled to r eopen this 
year as a t r eatment facility for approximately 40 emotionally distur bed 
chi ldren . The facility will f i ll a void in the community, for the two private 
institut ions in the metropoli tan area are unable to take care of all of the 
children in need of treatment . $200, 000 was appropriated in the budget of 
the current fiscal year for this r es i dential treatment center of which 
approximately $50 , 000 was scheduled for r emodeling the building and $150 , 000 
for personnel and maintenance for the year . 

Public Health Nursin£ . The Publ ic Health Nurs ing Section consist s of a 
staff of 31 public health nurses and 2 r egister ed clinic nurses . During 1963 
there were 2 , 900 home visits made in behalf of tuberculosis alone , and 5, 600 
tubercullin tests were given thr ough the division . Each nurse ha s from 1 , 000 
to 2 , 400 school children in her jurisdiction and they make r egular vi sits to 
the schools , a ssist with vision screening phys i cal examinations , etc . The 
Mental Health Program i nvolves the attendance of a nurse at the School 
Guidance Committees of which there are 33 scheduled throughout the county . 
Ther e is an ever increasing demand for beds ide nursing , referrals from private 
phys i cians , hospitals , et c . An extens i ve vener eal disease pr ogram is carried 
on thr ough Ro cky Butte Jail and the Juvenile Home . Pre- nata l counseling and 
post- partum follow- up i nvolve many visits and extend into the well child 
conferences which are he ld regularly throughout the county . Dur ing 1963 
approximately 2 , 000 children under 6 years of a ge were vi sited in 5 .000 home 
visits and 1, 200 office vis i ts . 

Insect Control . The City Bur eau of Insect Control i s administered by 
the City Health Officer . Multnomah County has a contract with the city in 
which they share on a 50-·50 basis the actual expenditur es for mosquito control. 
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Co~ty Physician . The County Physician ' s office is physically located 
in the out-pat i ent clinic at the University of Or egon Medical Schoo l . I t is 
the admi tting agency for the County Hospital and for Edgefield Manor. It 
also supplies medical care to welfare recipients and the medically indigent 
throughout the county . The patients are seen and treated either in the office 
or at home . 

Edgefield Manor . Not too many years ago , Multnomah County operated a 
poor farm . When the depression ended, there was no longer any need for a 
poor farm . A building facility was in existence, however, and there was a 
need for care of our indigent elderly . Accordingly , the county establ ished 
t he Multnomah County Home and Farm which was a licensed nursing home caring 
for approxi mately 250 indigent elderly Multnomah County r esidents . Last 
year the Farm and the Home were di vorc ed and made separate or ganizational 
entities . The name of the Home was changed to Edgefield Manor to get away 
from the connotation of a poor farm• At the same time the name was changed . 
a new wing was opened in this facility, licensed as a hospital, rendering 
physical and occupational therapy to approximate ly 15 elderly str oke victims 
preparing them to be self- sufficient, or nearly so, in taking care of their 
own needs . 

The pur pose of Edgefield Manor is to provide nursing home care for the 
aged and helpless , to provide a home for the aged who are una bl e to live alone 
and care for themselves , and to provide a rehabilitat i on section for the 
t r eatment of certain disabling conditions with the idea of restoring such 
people to health and self- care . 

At the present time the facility cares for approximately 250 people 
with a ratio of about 2~ men to l woman . The facility is under the super­
vision of a licensed nursing home administrator who has charge of the general 
operation of the institution under the Publ ic Health Off icer . 

Chart I is the operational organization of the Division of Public Health . 

Chart II is a functional organization chart of the Division of Public 
Health . 

Appended hereto are copies of the s t atutes pertaining to the State 
Board of Health, the Stat e Health Offic er, the Local Boards of Health, and 
the powers and duties of the Local Health Boards. Ther e are literally hundr eds 
of statute s pertaining to Public Heal th , but their inclusion in this report 
would be redundant . 
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THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 

431.010 The State Board of Health; 
membership; appointment; term; vacancy. 
(1) There hereby is established the State 
Board of Health. 

(2) The board shall consist of nine mem­
bers, eight of whom shall be appointed by 
the Governor, with the consent of the Sen­
ate, and one a secretary to be appointed by 
the board as provided in ORS 431.030. 

(3) Upon the expiration of the term of 
any member, the Governor, with the consent 
of the Senate, shall appoint a new member 
for a term of four years. 

( 4) Any vacancy on the board may be 
filled by the Governor. 

481.020 Qualifications of board mem­
bers. (1) Seven of the members of the State 
Board of Health shall be physicians. 

(2) One member shall be a dentist who 
has been actively engaged in the practice of 
dentistry in this state five years immediately 
prior to his appointment. 

(3) One member shall be a registered 
pharmacist who shall also be a member of 
the Board of Pharmacy. 

( 4) All members shall be selected for 
their especial fitness. 

481.080 The State Health Officer; elec­
Uon; removal. (1) At the first meeting, or as 
soon thereafter as a competent and suitable 
person can be secured, the board shall elect 
a secretary, who shall, by virtue of such · 
election, become a member of the board and 
its executive officer. · 

(2) The secretary shall. be officially 
known as the State Health Officer, who 
shall be a regularly graduated and reputable 
physician. 

(3) The State Health Officer shall hold 
his office so long as he faithfully discharges 
its duties. He may be removed for just cause 
at any meeting of the board, a majority of 
the members voting in favor of removal. 

431.070 Public health advisory boalli 

The State Board of Health shall appoint ~ 
public health advisory board for terms of [ot;: 

years, the terms to expire annually ~ 
February 1. The first appointments shall t( 
for terms of one, two, three and four yea:1 
as designated by the state board in makir.£ 
the appointments. The advisory board shi: 

meet regularly to advise the state board o:: 

matters of public health. The advisory board 
shall consist of: 

(1) One registered nurse licensed by tht 

Oregon State Board of Nursing who has b&d 

public health training or experience. 
(2) One optometrist licensed by the Ort­

gon State Board of Examiners in Optometry 
(3) One chiropractor licensed by tbr 

State Board of Chiropractic Examiners. 
( 4) One veterinarian licensed by the Ort­

gon State Veterinary Medical Examinir.t 
Board. 

(5) One professional engineer licensed bj 

the State Board of Engineering ExaminerL 
(6) One podiatrist licensed by the Stalt 

Podiatrists ' Examining Board. 
[1961 c.723 §1] 

(81.080 to 481.100 [Reserved for expansion) 

~,...;·ui(cEMENT OF HF.ALTH LAWS 
AND REGULATIONS; DUTIES OF 

STATE HEALTH OFFICER 

481.110 General powers and dutiesard ~ 
State Board of Health. The State Bo 

Health ~1!~: ·-_____ _ 
(1) Have direct supervisi?n of a~ mat­

:trt relating to the preservation of life and 
~th of the people of the state. 

(2) Keep the vital statistics of the state. 

(3) Make sanitary surveys and investi­
ra tions and inquiries respecting the causes 
&:Jd prevention of diseases, especially of 

tpidemics. 
(4) Have full power in the control of all 

:anmunicable diseases. 
(5) Have authority to send the State 

gealth Officer or a committee of the board 
:D a.ny part of the state when deemed neces­

ruy. 
(6) From time to time, publish and dis­

tribute to the public in such form as the 
:oard determines, such information as in its 
;;dgment may be useful in carrying on the 
rork or purposes for which the board was 
rstablished. 

(7) Biennially, before the third day of 

11ch January preceding the meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly, make a report to the 
Governor concerning the work of the board 
lor the preceding biennium and containing 
IUCh other information as the board con­
siders to be of interest to the Governor, the 
Legislative Assembly or the public. 
!Amended by 1955 c.105 §1 ] 
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431.120 Duties of State Health Officer. 
The State Health Officer shall: 

(1) Perfonn the duties prescribed by the 
rtAtutes listed in ORS 431.130 or required 
by the State Board of Health. 

(2) Keep a record of the transactions of 
!be board. 

(3) Have the custody of all books, pa­
ptra, documents and other property belong­
Ing to the board, which may be deposited in 
hls office. 

(4) Communicate with the other state­
boards of health and with the county boards 
of health throughout the state and keep and 
file reports received from such boards, and 
&II correspondence of the office appertain­
ing to the business of the board. 

(5) Prepare all blank forms for the State 
Board of Health and all subordinate boards 
of health. 

(6) Give such instructions as may be 
necessary, and forward them to the various 
health officers throughout the state. 

481.130 Rules and regulations of the board. (1) The State Board of Health shall, 
in accordance with the provisions of ORS 
chapter 183, make s·ucii rules and regula­
tions as, in its judgment, are necessary for 
carrying out ORS 146.030 to 146.060, 146.420 
to 146.470, 146.560 to 146.590, subsection (2) 
of 276.990, ORS 357.810, 418.405 to 418.455, 
418.505, 418.515 to 418.530, 431.010 to 431.060, 
431.110 to 431.180, 431.310, 431.320, 431.410, 
431.420 to 431.460, 433.005, 433.010, 433.105 to 
433.155, 433.205 to 433.220, 433.230, 433.255 
to 433.270, 433.705, 433.715, 434.260, 434.270, 
437.010, 437.020, subsection (2) of 437.040, 
ORS 437.140, 437.410 to 437.550, 449.105, 
449.125 to 449.135,449.210 to 449.245, 449.325, 
449.545, 449.575, 654.105 and 690.200, includ­
ing rules and regulations concerning the con­
trol of venereal diseases and the care, treat­
ment and quarantine of persons infected 
therewith. 

(2) The State Board of Health may en­
force the rules and regulations for the con­
trol of any of the communicabl~ diseases by 
quarantining or by the adoption of such 
other reasonable measures as seem best for 
limiting the spread of communicabl~ diseases 
and for the preservation of the public health. [Amended by 1959 c .629 §5; 1959 c. 684 §2 ; 1961 c.725 
§10 ; 1963 c .32 §1] 

431.140 Effect of rules and regula­
tions upon local and state officers and the 
public in general. (1) All rules and regula­
tions made pursuant to ORS 431.130 and 
under ORS 446.600 and 446.660 shall be 
binding upon all county and municipal health 
officers and other persons affected by the 
statutes listed in ORS 431.130 and by ORS 
446.510 to 446.660 and shall have the force 
and effect of law. 

(2) All executive officers, including po­
lice officers, sheriffs, constables and all 
county officers and employes of the state, 
shall enforce such regulations subject to the 
authority of the State Health Officer. 
[Amended by 1959 c.314 §21] 

431.150 Enforcement of health laws 
generally. (1) The local health officers here­
by are charged with the strict and thorough 
enforcement of the statutes listed in ORS 
431.130 and of ORS 446.510 to 446.660 and 
subsections ( 4) and (5) of 446.990 in their 
districts, under the supervision and direc­
tion of the State Health Officer. They shall 
make an immediate report to the State 
Health Officer of any violation of the stat­
utes listed in ORS 431.130 or of ORS 446.510 
to 446.660 and subsections ( 4) and (5) of 
446.990 coming to their notice by observa­
tion, or upon the complaint of any person, 
or otherwise. 

(2) The State Health Officer hereby is 
charged with the thorough and efficient exe­
cution of the statutes listed in ORS 431.130 
and of ORS 446.510 to 446.660 and subsec­
tions (4) and (5) of 446.900 in every part 
of the state, and with supervisory powers 
over all health officers, to the end that all 
the requirements are complied with. 

(3) The State Health Officer may inves­
tigate cases of irregularity or violation of 
law, personally or by accredited representa­
tive. All health officers shall aid him, upon 
request, in such investigation. 

( 4) When deemed necessary, the State 
Health Officer shall report cases of viola­
tion of the statutes listed in ORS 431.130 
or of ORS 446.510 to 446.660 and subsections 
(4) and (5) of 446.990 to the district at­
torney of the proper county with the state­
ment of the facts and circumstances. When 
any such case of violation is reported to 
them by the State Health Officer, all dis­
trict attorneys or officials acting in said 
capacity shall forthwith initiate and prompt­
ly follow up the necessary court proceedings 
against the parties responsible for the al­
leged violations of law. 

(5) Upon request of the State Health 
Officer, the Attorney General shall likewise 
assist in the enforcement of the statutes list­
ed in ORS 431.130 and of ORS 446.510 to 
446.660 and subsections ( 4) and (5} of 
446.990. 
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431.170 Enforcing rules and regulations 
when local officers are delinquent. (1) The 
State Health Officer shall take <!!_r_e~t charge 
of any county or city whenever any county .,., 
or city official neglects or refuses to enforce 
the rules and regulations of the statutes list. 
ed in ORS 431.130 or of ORS 446.510 to 
446.660 or the peace officers of a county or 
city refuse to or are unable to enforce those 
rules and regulations when directed to do so. 

(2) The State Health Officer may call to 
his aid such assistance as is necessary for 
the enforcement of the rules and regulations, 
the expense of which shall be borne ~y the 
county or city making the use of this pro­
cedure necessary, to be paid out of there­
spective county or city treasury upon vouch· 
era- properly certified by the State Health 
Officer. 

481.250 Federal grants to be handled by 
State Board of Health; disbursement; plan­
Ing; merit system. (1) The State Board of 
Health hereby is designated as the state 
agency to apply to and receive from the Fed­
eral Government or any agency thereof such 
grants for promoting public health and the 
prevention of disease, including grants for 
cancer control and industrial hygiene pro­
grams, as may be available to this state or 
any of its political subdivisions or agencies. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) 
of this section, the board shall: .. 

(a) Disburse or supervise the disburse­
ment of all funds made available at any time 
by the Federal Government or this state for 
those purposes, except the funds made avail­
able by the state for the care of dependent 

ft. 
or delinquent children in public or privah. 
institutions. 

(b) Adopt, carry out and administer 
plans for those purposes. Plans so adopted 
shall be made statewide in application in so 
far as reasonably feasible, possible or per­
missible, and shall be so devised as to meet 
the approval of the Federal Government or 
any of its agencies, not inconsistent with the 
laws of the state. 

(c) Establish a merit system covering 
the employed personnel of district and coun­
ty health departments engaged in the ad­
ministration of public health laws, and pro­
mulgate rules and regulations necessary to 
establish and maintain such a merit system. 

LOCAL BOARDS OF HF.ALTII 
431.405 Purp<Mte of ORS 431.405 to 

431.510. It is the purpo~e of ORS 431.405 
to 431.510 to encourage tmprovement and 
standardization of health departmentR m 
orclt·r to provltli! n more cffcctivo and more 
f!fflc:i,:nt public h1:alth J~! rvlr..ll throughout the 
"tr11.AJ. 
(HUll dUO§l] 

4lH .1 J() HOilriiK of lwalth for counti.,N 
and dtlt~~t. The governing body of each county, 
and the governing body of each city, except 
where n regularly conHlituled board of health 
by Htntutc or by ordinance of HUch city exiRtH 
or may, by atntute or ordinance, be created, 
shall constitute a board of health ex officio, 
for each county and city, respectively, of the 
state and may appoint a public health ad­
visory board as provided in subsection (5) 
of ORS 431.412 to advise the governing body 
on matters of public health. 
[Amended by 1953 c .189 §3 ; 1961 c .610 §2] 

431.412 County hoard of health; forma­
tion; composition; advisory board. (1) The 
governing body of any county shall establish 
a county board of health , when authorized 
so to do by a majority of voters of the county 
at any general or special election, and may, 
if such authorization is made, establish a 
public health advisory board as provided in 
subsection (5) of this section. 

(2) The county board of health shall 
consist of: 

(a) One member of the county governing 
body selected by the body. 

(b) One member of the administrative 
school board, the county school board or the 
intermediate education district board who 
resides in the county and ts selected by the 
intermediate education district · board and 
the mayor of the largest city of the county 
which has not withdrawn from participation 
under ORS 431.480. · 

(c) One physician who has been licensed 
to practice medicine in this state by the 
State Board of Medical Examiners. 

(d) One dentist who has been licensed to 
practice dentistry in this state by the State 
Board of Dental Examiners. 

(e) Two others. 
(f) In counties in which a member of the 

State Board of Health is a resident, he shall 
be a member of the board while he is a resi­
dent of the county and a member of the State 
Board of Health. 

(3 ) The members referred to in para­
graphs (c) to (e ) of subsection (2) of this 
section shall be appointed by the members 
serving under paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
subsection (2) of this section. The term of 
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offi ce of each of such appomted memben 
Hhrtll he four y~nrH, the term of one to txpi ~ 
n.nnurtl l y (Jn Februilry 1. The flr11t fi[•f•t1int. 
mcnla Bhal l hi! for U!rmH ()( llnC, tWlJ, thrtt 
and four yearH, aH dcHi~natcd by the appoint. 
ing memhcrH of the board. 

( 1) Whenever a county board of health 
iH created under thiH section, such board shall 
be in lieu of the board provided for in ORS 
431.110. 

(5) The governing body of the county 
may, as provided in subsection (1) of this 
section, appoint a public health advisory 
board for terms of four years, the terms to 
expire annually on February 1. The first 
appointments shall be for terms of one, two, 
three or four years as designated by tht 
governing body. The advisory board shall 
meet regularly to advise the county board of 
health on matters of public health. The 
advisory board shall consist of: 

(a) One registered nurse licensed by the 
Oregon State Board of Nursing who has had 
public health training or experience. 

(b) One optometrist licensed by the Ore­
gon State Board of Examiners in Optometry. 

(c) One chiropractor licensed by the 
State Board of Chiropractic Examiners. 

(d) One veterinarian licensed by the 
Oregon State Veterinary Medical Examining 
Board. 

(e) One sanitarian registered with the 
Department of Sanitarians of the State 
Board of Health. 

(f) One other person who is well informed 
on public health matters. 

431.415 Powers and duties of local health 
boards. (1) The district, county or city board 
of health is vested with all the powers and 
charged with all the duties that are vested 
in the State Board of Health in so far as 
they may be applicable to the conditions and 
situations within the area under the jurisdic­
tion of the board. 

(2) The district, county or city board 
of health shall.adopt rules and regulations 
necessary to the performance of its duties 
but shall adopt no rule or regulation not in 
compliance with the rules and regulations of 
the State Board of Health .. 
[ 1961 c.610 §6] 

431.416 Local departments of health; 
duties. The district, county or city depart~ 
ment of health shall: 

(1) Administer and enforce the rules and. 
regulations of the board and of the State 
Board of Health and the health and sanitary 
laws of the state. 

(2) Conduct activities necessary for the 
preservation of health or prevention of dis­
ease in the area under its jurisdiction, 
[1961 c.610 §8] 

431.418 Local public health officer : 
duties; tenn; salary. (1) Each district, county 
or city board of health shall appoint a public 
health officer who shall be licensed by the 
State Board of Medical Examiners and who 
shall be the health officer of the appointing 
board. 

(2) The health officer shall : 
(a) Serve as administrator for the dis~ 

trict, county or city health board and shall, 
together with the staff appointed under para­
graph (c) of this section, act as the district, 
county or city health department which he 
l!lhall administer. 

(b) Act as secretary and executive officer 
of the district, county or city board of health. 

(cJ Appoint with the approval of the 
appointing board, deputy health officers, 
nublic health nurses, sanitarians and such 
other staff as are necessary to the proper 
performance of his duties. 

(d) Report to the board at appropriate 
intervals concerning the activities of the 
department and submit an annual budget for 
the approval of the county or city governing 
body. If the health officer is a district officer, 
he shall submit his budget to the governing 
bodies of the participating counties for 
approval. 

(e) Act as official agent for enforcing 
state laws and rules and regulations of the 
State Board of Health including such sanitary 
inspection of hospital~ and related institu­
tions as may be requested by the State Board 
of Health. 

(f) Perform such other duties as may 
be required by law. 

(3) The health officer shall serve until 
such time as he may be removed by the 
appointing board or by the State Board of 
Health under ORS 431.420. He shall engage 
in no occupation which conflicts with his 
official duties and shall devote full time to 
his duties as health officer. However, if the 
health officer is appointed by a board created 
under ORS 431.410, the appointing board 
may require less than full time service. The 
health officer shall receive a salary fixed by 
the appointing board in conformance with 
appropriate merit rating and shall receive 
the actual expenses incurred in the perform­
ance of his duties. 
r1 !!81 c.610 S71 

431.440 Health officers have poU 
po~ers. All district, county and city heal~ 
officers shall possess t he powers of constab! 
?r other peace officers in all matters pertain~ 
mg to the public health. 
[Amended by 1961 c.610 811 1 
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431.480 District or county board 14 

supersede city boards; expenditure of fund• 
obtained from city or school district. (II 

~henever any county governing body estA~ 
hshes a county board of health under OP.i 
431.412 or two or more counties estabW: 

1 ~tric t board of health under ORS 431.414 
.: city boards of health in such county shall 
w ,bo!ished, and such board of health shall 
u ;·t charge of all health activities in the 
. r;nty except that any citr having a popu­
J~on of 100,0~0 as detennmed by the latest 
.~era! d~cenmal census or more may elect 
~ mamtam a separate board of health under 
rtJiing laws. 

(2) Any city or school district in a county 
. ~.: ch est~blished a board under ORS 431.412 
:r a distrtct under ORS 431.414 may appro­
::-:ate mon.ey to be expended for public health 
:·:as~re~ m such city or school district by 
·:.J d1stnct or county board of health. 
w rnded by 1961 c.610 §5) 

Ul.490 [Repealed by 1961 c.610 §18) 

UUOO [Amended by 1953 c .189 §3. repealed 
f7I P81 c.610 §18) . ' 

432.030 Duties of State Registrar. The 
State Registrar : 

(1) Under the supervision of the State 
Health Officer, shall have charge of the 
Bureau of Vital Statistics. 

(2) Shall act as custodian of all certifi­
cates and records received by him, and per­
form such other duties as the board may 
prescribe. 

(3) Is charged with the execution of 
this chapter and of the regulations of the 
board throughout the state. 

( 4) Shall have supervisory power over 
the local registrars and deputy local regis­
trars. 

(5) May investigate in behalf of the 
board all cases of irregularity or of violation 
of this chapter and of any regulations of 
the board. 

(6) May submit to the legislature and 
the Governor an annual report of the admin­
istration of this chapter. 

432.035 County and local registrars. 
The board shall appoint in each county a 
county registrar, and may, when convenient, 
appoint one or more deputy county regis­
trars in any county; provided that so far 
as practical, the county health officer shall 
be appointed county registrar. The board 
may, where convenient, appoint local regis­
trars and deputy local registrars in any 
county. 

432.040 Duties of county a.nd local regis­
trars. The county and local registrars and 
their deputies shall: 

(1) Comply with all instructions of the 
State Registrar. 

(2) Check upon the compliance by others 
with the provisions of this chapter and with 
the regulations of the board. 

(3) Make an immediate report to the 
State Registrar of any violation of this 
chapter or of the regulations of the board 
coming to their notice by observation or 
upon complaint of any person, or otherwise. 

. .432:115 Issuance of certified copll'l . 
limitations. The State Registrar and coun~ r 

registrars shall, upon request, subject L: 
ORS 432.120, furnish to any applicant , 
certified copy of the original certifical£1 
or any parts thereof, filed in his office, c,~ 
permit their inspection. However, a cer'u· 
fied copy of a copy of a certificate may nt: 
be issued, except that the county registn: 
shall certify or permit the inspection of c y 
abstract of death certificate on file in hil 
office. 
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