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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
ORDINANCE NO. __ 732
An ordinance relating to animal control, creating a Notice of
Infraction procedure, expanded Hearing and Appeal process, and
penalties for violations of animal control regulations and amending

Chapter 8.10 of the Multnomah County Code

&4 sections are new or replacements; {bzacketed} sections are deleted.)
Multnomah County ordains as follows:
SECTION I. AMENDMENT
MCC 8.10.010(I) and (M) are amended to read as follows:
(I) “Hearings Officer” means a person appointed by the
{Beard—teo—review—the bireetoris-determination—that—a—deghas
engaged—in—any—of the behavior—speeified—in—MCC8+10-270F} Lo hear

appeals decisions 6f ‘the Director concerning ViolALIons of this

| chapter, or license denial ‘or revocation under MCC 8UL0L100 =

(M) “Owner” means any person or legal entity having a
possessory right in the animal. {ferlegal-entity-who-harbers;eares
fox, . ] . 1 i nel . et

. . i ed— by that . -
SECTION II. AMENDMENT
The following definitions are added to MCC 8.10.010:

{¥} ‘"Keeper" means any person or leqal entity who harbors,

cares for, exercises control over, of knowingly permits any animal

to remain on premises occupied by that person.
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SECTION III. AMENDMENT.

MCC 8.10.010 through 8.10.910 is amended to read as follows:

SECTION IV. AMENDMENT.

The following section is added to MCC 8.10:
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SECTION V. AMENDMENT

The following section is added to MCC 8.10:

SECTION VI. AMENDMENT
The following section is added to MCC 8.10:

8.10.037
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SECTION VII. AMENDMENT

The following section is added to MCC 8.10:

# (A) Admission of Tnfraction) Conditions. Any party

MCC 8.10.900 (A)] may, in lieu of requesting a hearing, admit the

infraction and submit the ‘fine as sStated on the notice of

infraction t& the Animal Control Division. The party may aftach'a

written explanation of mitigating ¢ircumstances with the payment of

Ehg e

(BY URRY written axplanations submitted Gnder subsestion (A)

SHALl'be reviswsd by the Hearings OFficer.  THE WSAFinGs OFficer

SHA11 Have discretion t6 reduce the submitted Find and refund any
portion not retained based on the written explanation.
SECTION VII. AMENDMENT

MCC 8.10.050 is amended to read as follows:
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state statutes: ORS 609.010(2), 609.030, 609.040,

{B) Enforcement of ORS 433.340-433.390 ‘shall be the

08/27/92:1

MULTNOMAH COUNTY COUNSEL
1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue, Suite 1530
P.O. Box 849
Portland, Oregon 97207-0849
(503) 248-3138



17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Page 6 of 27

SECTION IX. AMENDMENT

The following section is added to MCC 8.10:

denied or issued subiject to conditions may appeal ‘the' license

SECTION X. AMENDMENT

The following section is added to MCC 8.10:
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SECTION XI.

The following section is added to MCC 8.10:
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SECTION XII. AMENDMENT

The following section is added to MCC 8.10
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SECTION XIII. AMENDMENT

MCC 8.10.120 is amended to read as follows:
8.10.120 Denial and revocation of licenses; f{appealts+}
(A) A license required by MCC 8.10.100 to 8.10.140 may be
denied or revoked for any of the following reasons:
(1) Failure to comply substantially with any provision
of this chapter.
(2) Conviction of the owner or any person subject to the
owner’s direction or control for the infraction of any provision of

this chapter or other applicable state or federal law, rule, order
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or regulation pertaining to any activity relating to animals
(3) Furnishing false information on an application
a license under this chapter.
(B) The Director shall refund 50 percent of any fee paid upon
denial of a license, provided, however, no refund shall be made
upon revocation.

(C) If the Director denies an application for a license

dented;} or approvefd}s subject to conditions, the determination is

final unless the applicant fmay} appeal® the denial or conditional

approval. {te—the Beard-of-County Commissioners-by filing awritten

(D) The Director shall investigate any complaint concerning
licensed facilities and, upon determination that a license should

be revoked, shall serve written notice upon the licensee of that

determination by certified mail. f{and-sehedule—a—hearingat—whiech
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maited-by-ecertified-mail-} Failure to file a timely request shall

terminate any appeal right, and the Director’s decision revoking

the license shall not be reviewable otherwise

i ded—in GRS 24 . ] o rd. 15¢ 3

VAR TLINY
SECTION XIV. AMENDMENT.

MCC 8.10.190 (B)(7), (B)(9), (B)(1l1l), and (B)(1l2)are amended
to read as follows:
8.10.190(B)(7) Leave an animal unattended for more than 24

consecutive hours without fadeguatet { care.

8.10.190(B) (9) Physically mistreat any animal either by

deliberate abuse or neglect to furnish fadeguate} minimum care,

including medical care.

8310319 0(B 11— Fail—to—eceomply—with—the—regulatiens
Lieable t 2 llvd y -
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SECTION XVI. AMENDMENT.
MCC 8.10.275 is amended to read as follows:

8.10.275

(A) The Director shall have authority to determine whether
any dog has engaged in the behaviors specified. in MCC 8.10.270.
This determination may be based upon an investigation that includes
observation of and testimony about the dog’s behavior, including
the dog’s upbringing and the owner’s control of the dog, and other
relevant evidence as determined by the Director. These
observations and testimony can be provided by Multnomah County
animal control officers or by other witnesses who personally
observed the behavior. They shall sign a written statement
attesting to the observed behavior and agree to provide testimony
regarding the dog’s behavior of necessary.

(B) The Director shall have the discretion to increase or
decrease a classified dogs restrictions based upon relevant
circumstances.

(C) The Director shall give the dog’s owner written notice by
certified mail or personal service of the dog’s specified behavior,

of the dog’s classification as a potentially dangerous dog, &

d4 of the restrictions applicable to that dog by
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reason of its classification. If the owner denies that the

behavior in question occurred, the owner may appeal the Director’s

decision to the Hearings Officer by filing a written request for a

hearing with the Director [within—ten—{30)-days—ef—the notice—was

08/27/92:1

MULTNOMAH COUNTY COUNSEL
1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue, Suite 1530
P.O. Box 849
Portland, Oregon 97207-0849
(503) 248-3138



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Page 16 of 27

L hearine. T ror shall bo final o a ¢ madling

Upon receipt of notice of the dog’s classification

as a Level 1, 2, 3, or 4 potentially dangerous dog pursuant to
subsection (C) of this section, the owner shall comply with the
restrictions specified in the notice unless {as—the—DBireeterts
deeisieon—ist reversed on appeal. Failure to comply with the
specified restrictions shall be a violation of this chapter for
which a fine can be imposed. Additionally, the Director shall have
authority to impound the dog pending completion of all appeals.
HEYY If fehe—Bireetor} the Director:'s decision or the

Hearings Officer’s decision finds that a dog has engaged in Level

5 behavior, the dog shall be impounded pending the completion of

any appeals. +Ea—addition—to—the—appeal—fee—set—forth—3in—MEC
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SECTION XVII. AMENDMENT

MCC 8.10.280 is amended to read as follows:

8.10.280 Regulation of potentially dangerous dogs. In addition to

the other requirements of MCC Chapter 8.10, the owner

a potentially dangerous dog shall comply with the following:

(A) Dogs classified as Level 1 dogs shall be restrained in
accordance with MCC 8.10.010(B) by a physical device or structure,
in a manner that prevents the dog from reaching any public
sidewalk, or adjoining property and must be located so as not to
interfere with the public’s legal access to the owner’s property,
whenever that dog is outside the owner’s home and not on a leash.

(B) Dogs classified as Level 2 dogs shall be confined within
a secure enclosure whenever the dog is not on a leash or inside the
home of the owner. The secure enclosure must be located so as not
to interfere with the public’s 1legal access to the owner’s
property. In addition, the Director may require the owner to
obtain and maintain proof of public liability insurance. In
addition, the owner may be required to pass a responsible pet
ownership test administered by the Director

(C) Dogs classified as Level 3 or Level 4 dogs shall be
confined within a secure enclosure whenever the dog is not on a
leash or inside the home of the owner. The secure enclosure must
be located so as not to interfere with the public’s legal access to

the owner’s property, and the owner shall post warning signs, which

08/27/92:1

MULTNOMAH COUNTY COUNSEL
1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue, Suite 1530
P.O. Box 849
Portland, Oregon 97207-0849
(503) 248-3138



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26

Page 18 of 27
are provided by the Director, on the property where the dog is
dept, in conformance with rules to be adopted by the Director. 1In
addition, the Director may require the owner to obtain and maintain
proof of public liability insurance. the owner shall not permit
the dog to be off the ownex’s property unless the dog is muzzled
and restrained by and adequate leash and under the control of a
capable person. In addition, the Director may require the owner to
satisfactorily complete a pet ownership program

(D) Dogs classified as Level 5 dogs as described in
MCC 8.10.270 shall be euthanized. In addition, the Director may
suspend, for a period of time specified by the Director, that dog
owner’s right to be the owner of any dog in Multnomah County,
including dogs currently owned by that person.

(E) All dogs classified as Level 5 potentially dangerous dogs

shall be euthanized at any time not less than [tenr—(383)] Ltwenty

m%q; days after the date of classification [by—the—DBireeter].

Notification to the Director of any appeal to the Hearings Officer

as provided for in MCC {8-+36-275¢B)} 8.10.054(A} or to any court of

competent jurisdiction shall delay destruction of the dog until a

date not less than ftea—36)] fifteen (15} days after a final

decision by the Hearings Officer or final judgment by the court

(F) To insure correct identification, all dogs that have been
classified as potentially dangerous may be marked with a permanent
identifying mark, photographed, or fitted with a special tag or
collar provided by the Director. The Director shall adopt rules

specifying the type of required identification.
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(G) In addition to the normal licensing fees established by
MCC 8.10.220(A)(1) and 2), there shall be an annual fee of $15 for
dogs that have been classified as potentially dangerous. This
additional fee shall be imposed at the time of classification of
the potentially dangerous dog, and shall be payable within 30 days
of notification by the Director. Annual payment of this additional
fee shall be payable within 30 days of notification by the
Director

(H) The owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall not permit
the warning sign to be removed from the secure enclosure, and shall
not permit the special tag or collar from being removed from the
classified dog. The owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall not
permit the dog to be moved to a new address or change owners
without providing the Director with ten (10) days prior written
notification.

(I) Declassification of potentially dangerous dogs. Any
owner of a classified potentially dangerous dog may apply to the
Director or the hearings officer, in writing, to have the
restrictions reduced or removed

(1) The following conditions must be met:
(a) Level 1 or Level 2 dog has been classified for

years without further incident, or {five} two years for

Level 3 or Level 4 dogs; and
(b) The owner provides the Director with written
certification of satisfactory completion of obedience training for

the dog classified; and
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(c) There have been no violations of the specified

regulations; and
(d) In addition, the Director may require the dog

owner to provide written verification that the classified dog has

been spayed or neutered.

(2) When the owner of a potentially dangerous dog meets
all of the conditions in this subsection, the restrictions for
Level 1 and Level 2 classified dogs may be removed. Restrictions
for Level 3 and Level 4 dogs may be removed, with the exception of

the secure enclosure. {0rd537s3—{1986)—0rd 591541988}

SECTION XVIII. AMENDMENT
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observed the circumstances. Thev shall sign a written statement

{C} The Director shall give the party in violation written

riotice by certifisd mail or personal service of the Director’'s

explanation why the additional conditions and restrictions were

imposed. If the party wishes to challenge the Director’s decision,

SECTION XIX. AMENDMENT

MCC 8.10.900 is amended to read as follows:

8.10.900 Penalties, generally. +{O0ffenrses—eemmitted—in—vieolation

classified as provided below.

{1y Class A dinfractions. 'vidlatidﬁé'ﬁﬁjihg”fﬁllcﬁiﬁﬁ

(BY" MCCT8U10 180

ey mece __a_:+1ﬂ_+19'ﬂ“fﬁ}'{ 33
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not paid wlthiﬁ.thirtv'f3ﬂ] days from the date of issuance of the

notice of infraction may be assigned to'a collections agency for

{F} Ten percent (10%) of the fines and penalties collected

under thig'chaﬁter shall be placed in a separate fund for tha

purpose of providing training for animal control persénnel.

SECTION XX. AMENDMENT

MCC 8.10.910 is amended to read as follows:

8.10.910 Facilities: operation without 1license or in
violation of license standards.

(A) {Any—persen—eonvietedof operating} The coperation of a
facility without a license for which licensing is required under

MCC 8.10.100 to 8.10.145 shall be {subjeet—to—a—finenot—to—execeed
$500+ a Class A infraction, and, in addition, the feeurt} D

or hearings officer may order removal of all animals housed in the

facility which exceed the number allowed under this chapter and

require them to be removed from the County or to be impounded

subject to f{subseetion—{D)—of MCE 810040} MCC 6.10.040(D).
8.10.910(B)
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I
provision of this chapter a licable to that license or to the care

SECTION XXTI AMENDMENT

Sections MCC 8 .0 9.!0 through MCC .0 950 are repealed
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17 ADOPTED this 3rd day of September ; 1992, being

18| the date of its second reading before the Board of County

19| Commissioners of Multnomah County, Oregon.
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