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TESTIMONY TO MULTNOMAH COUNTY COMMISSION
FROM JON GRAMSTAD & BARBARA SPEARS 5/25/11

Jon Gramstad

I am here to speak for the thousands of Multnomah County citizens who are
outraged by Multnomah County Animal Services record of failure and death. The
public is demanding that this Commission replace it with a modern, sustainably
funded agency which ends the killing of lost and homeless dogs and cats.

In my testimony from last week's hearing, I presented this Commission with two
golden opportunities which will immediately improve the performance and by
extension, the life-saving results at MCAS. One of those opportunities was the
offer from The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon to collaborate on the
implementation of a Trap-Neuter-Return (or TNR) program.

MCAS states that feral cats are inundating its facility and are responsible for its
high cat/kitten kill rates. They state that Calgary Animal Services, the public
animal agency model Gimme Shelter Portland suggests to replace MCAS' out-
dated model, has no feral cat problem. They seem to be unaware that Calgary
employs an effective, aggressive TNR program which saves money by reducing
feral cat intake.

As a TNR program renders the most immediate and positive results by reducing
the killing, we would have assumed that MCAS would have accepted this
opportunity for collaboration with FCCO which was presented to but never
implemented by MCAS leadership.

When MCAS has an opportunity to collaborate on a successful program
designed a nationally recognized partner, I can't for the life of me (or the life of
500 cats per year) understand why there would be such resistance to
implementing it.

When MCAS leadership attends a professional Animal Shelter Conference,
which they do every year at taxpayer expense, they learn that TNR is one of the
most essential components of the standard animal services formula and is
employed either as an in-house program or as a collaboration with an outside
organization (think FCCO) in EVERY SUCCESSFUL AGENCY throughout this
country. In each cost-benefit analysis, TNR is proven to save thousands of
dollars now being spent to intake, house, assess and kill thousands of cats per
year.
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TESTIMONY TO MULTNOMAH COUNTY COMMISSION
FROM JON GRAMSTAD & BARBARA SPEARS 5/25/11

Barbara Spears

TNR is one small, easy, non-confrontational, entry level program with DRAMATIC
results. That MCAS leadership claims the problem but fails to employ a solution.

J'S unaCCc.pta. b l e .
Currently, the only reference MCAS makes to feral cats, is a link to FCCO on its
website and the FCCO pamphlet in its lobby.

As our elected officials, charged with the oversight and performance of this
agency, you must ask yourselves, if MCAS is unwilling or unable to implement
this easy, cost- effective, TNR program, then what else are they unwilling or
unable to do?

Does this Commission have any interest in the FCCO offer? Has this
Commission made any movements on this offer? What will it take to make this
happen at MCAS? A directive from the Commission? Or a more raucous and
aggressive public movement?

This agency is so insulated and disconnected from the community, it is unwilling
to make even the simplest move towards carrying out its mandated
responsibilities to a compassionate public, eager for, and now demanding
change.

Now you know why were are here.

Now you know why we aren't going away.
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