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Leading the way

Testimony of Suzanne Hayden
Executive Director, Citizens Crime Commission

Before the Multnomah County Board of Commissioners
October 28,2010

Regarding the East County Courthouse Facility

Good morning Chair Cogen and Commissioners. My name is Suzanne Hayden,
Executive Director of the Citizens Crime Commission. Today I am representing the
positions of the Citizens Crime Commission and the Portland Business Alliance.

I am here to express our support for moving the East County Courthouse
development project forward to construction. This project is critical to replace the
existing Gresham Courthouse and a necessary first step to upgrading our
deteriorating court facilities.

The Portland Business Alliance and the Citizens Crime Commission are in joint
support of this project because we recognize the long term benefit to the community
of modernizing the county court facilities to withstand natural disasters,
accommodate the growing population and adequately respond to technological
changes in the justice system.

The East County Courthouse project is also a near term economic stimulus
opportunity, providing many construction jobs and an anchor development in an area
that will benefit greatly from revitalization.

Most importantly, it will go a long way to alleviate the overcrowding of the county
court system. Due to the overcrowding and deteriorating space at the current
Gresham courthouse, many cases and functions are transferred to the downtown
courthouse. As you know, the downtown courthouse is also overcrowded and
deteriorating. The construction of the East County Court house facility, which includes
the District Attorneys office and the Multnomah County Data Center, will provide
better access to justice services for east county residents.

We understand that this is a tough budget environment, and we appreciate the
county diversifying the project funding sources to include federal stimulus dollars. We
think that updating our court facilities to serve the justice system in the most efficient
manner possible is an appropriate use of scarce resources and that this
improvement in east county, benefits the entire county.

We thank you for your leadership on this project.
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From: Louis Bowerman (lbowerman1941@yahoo.com)
To: Ibowerman1941@yahoo.com;
Date: Wed, October 27,20109:34:40 PM
Cc:
Subject: Gresham courthouse project

Board of County Commissioners

My name is Louis Bowerman. I am a resident of the Rockwood neighborhood area.

I am here once again to show my support as a citizen of the Gresham courthouse project

and also to support Commissioner Diane McKeel in her untiring efforts to have the new East

County Courthouse built in the Rockwood area.

I feel Rockwood would be the right place to build this facility because it would have a

significant positive impact on the entire area.

I also support the fact that the new courthouse will be a three-level design which will better

accommodate future growth than the proposed two-story structure.

Also, I noticed in the Wednesday October 27th issue of The Outlook that the October 2009

cost estimate of $20.7 million has dropped in below $19.6 million as pointed out in an

article entitled "Gresham courthouse project gains momentum" "thanks to the weak

economy and the price tag has dropped another $31200 since this spring despite the

project gaining another 3,852 square feet".

Noting how long this issue has been going on, I encourage the board to approve the

connstrucion of the courthouse on the property in Rockwood.

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you and to show my support for a project

that will revitalize the community.

Louis H. Bowerman
17844 S. E. Division St
Portland OR 97236
503-679-9212
Ibowerman1941@yahoo.com

http://us.mg1.mail.yahoo.com/dcllaunch?.gx=1&.rand=081bpgdp846rh 10/27/2010

mailto:Ibowerman1941@yahoo.com;
mailto:Ibowerman1941@yahoo.com
http://us.mg1.mail.yahoo.com/dcllaunch?.gx=1&.rand=081bpgdp846rh
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