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Summary and Recommendations. The Sub-Committee on Public Works was 

charged by the Home Rule Charter Committee with examining the existing 

functions of the Road Department and of the office of County Surveyor. 

The sub-committee viewed its role as including all facets of county govern-

ment pertaining to public works in the usual connotation of the words. 

Accordingly, the organizational alignment recommended will include some 

functions not presently carried on by either of these two offices. 

In summary, the sub-committee recommends the creation of a Department 

of Public Works to include the present functions of the Division of Roads 

and Bridges; the County Surveyor; the design and construction of all county 

facilities; the enforcement of the zoning ordinances and building codes; 

maintenance of county facilities and grounds (other than custodial); operation 

of refuse disposal facilities; and administration of county service districts 

for providing water, s~nitation, drainage, and street lighting. 

BACKGROUND 

Multnomah County Road Department. The present Multnomah County Road 

Department has grown from a small office in the Multnomah County Court House, 

and its main division is commonly known as the Division of Roads and Bridges. 

This office of county government is the only department of county government 

that does not rely upon the real property tax as its chief source of revenue, 

but instead is almost entirely supported by gas tax revenues alloted to the 

county from the State of Oregon. However, since this department's functions 

have grown to include far more responsibilities other than roads and bridges, 

such as the repair of county vehicles, it does rely upon real property revenue, 
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to an extent, in that the work that it undertakes for other departments is 

charged back against that department and is thus reimbursed from the parti-

cular department's budget. It is the feeling of this committee that all of 

the present operations falling under the road department .are necessary and 

'should be continued; however, it is the committee's feeling that in view of 

the road department's functions, it is certainly misnamed and there is a need 

for expanding the services of this department and renaming it more properly 

as the Department of Public Works. 

County Surveyor. The County Surveyor is presently an elected official 

of the county government charged with maintaining records of surveys and 

performing other duties as indicated ' in the following chart. 

SURVEYOR 

1. Maintain records of all surveys made by 
himself and deputies, and the County 
Roadmaster. 

2. Number his surveys and the surveys made by 
the County Roadmaster progressively. 

3. Maintain each record as required by law. 
4. Deliver copies of any surveys to any per­

sons or court requiring same according to 
law. 

5. Establish every survey by stakes according 
to law. 

6. Make all surveys of legal sub-divisions 
according to law. 

7. Establish all corners of government surveys 
where the witness trees have been cut or 
have fallen down and where the bearing marks 
or blazes can be ascertained. 

8. Establish upon order of the county court 
or board of county commissioners all cor­
ners of government surveys where all physi­
cal evidence is destroyed and cannot be 
found but where official government notes 
are available. 

9. Make a complete record of all surveys at 
the expiration of his term. 
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Recommendation. Since the Division of Roads and Bridges of the 

Multnomah County Road Department has a surveying section which has a 

component of at least eight licensed surveyors, the members of this 

sub-committee can see no reason whatsoever why the county surveyor should 

be an elected official. The sub-committee, therefore, recommends abolition 

of the office of County Surveyor and the assignment of the surveyor's duties 

to one of the divisions of the Department of Public Works. 

It is the feeling of the committee that the Division of Roads and 

Bridges which now constitutes the largest section of the Road Department, 

be maintained in some form in the newly created Department of Public Works 

to perform the following functions. 

DIVISION OF ROADS & BRIDGES 

1. Engineering and design of roads and bridges. 
2. Construction and maintenance of roads and bridges. 
3. Operation of rock quarries. 
4. Surveying. 

Building, Construction, and Maintenance. The Sub-Committee on Public 

Services has recommended that the maintenance functions of the parks, 

cemeteries, and county fair be accomplished by a public works department. 

This recommendation has considerable merit in combining like functions for 

economy, however, this sub-committee would recommend that if this function 

is undertaken by the Department of Public Works, it should be done on a 

scheduled basis and consist of maintenance only without the Public Works 

Department being involved in the actual operations of these facilities other 

than to furnish this maintenance to them. (It is further understood by this 

committee that at the present time this is being done to a limited extent and 

seemingly has worked out very well.) 
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A second recommendation of the Sub-Committee on Public Services is 

that of moving the enforcement of the building code and the zoning ordinance 

to the Public Works Department. This sub-committee concurs in that recommenda-

tion, but would go further in recommending that the enforcement of the plumbing 

code be transferred from the Health Department to the Public Works Department 

to be enforced along with the other building codes and restrictions. 

The sub-committee would recommend that all design and construction of 

county facilities should fall under the Department of Public Works. Accordingly, 

a division of this department, namely, a Division of Construction and Maintenance 

is recommended to accomplish the following. 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 

1. Enforcement of building, sanitary, and zoning codes. 
2. Design and construction of county facilities. 
3. Administration of Assessment District Improvement 

Fund. 
4. Maintenance of county facilities and grounds (other 

than custodial). 

Public Utilities. Multnomah County currently provides a limited number 

of public utilities in the county's operations of the Vance Pit Sanitary Land 

Fill, and the administration of two sewer districts. Depending upon the 

forthcoming findings and recommendations of the Sub-Committee on Special Service 

Districts and the desires of the people in the unincorporated areas, it is the 

feeling of this committee that the county in the future will most likely find 

itself furnishing urban services. Since the formation of the County Service 

Districts is currently authorized for sewerage, drainage, and street lighting, 

it is recommended by this committee that a Division of Public Utilities be 

formed under the Department of public Works to carry out the furnishing of 

these services and the following duties. 

II • 58 • 5 



PUBLIC UTILITIES DIVISION 

1. Sanitary disposal facilities. 
2. Administration of sewage facilities 

fund. 
3. Administration of County Service Districts 

a. Sewage District 
b. Water District. 
c. Street Lighting District 
d. Drainage District 

Conclusion. To facilitate an organization to provide the public works 

of Multnomah County and to coordinate the public works activities, this sub-

committee recommends the Department of Public Works under the direction of an 

appointed registered professional engineer as indicated in the following . 

functional organization chart. 
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DIVISION OF 

ROADS AND BRIDGES 

1. Engineering and design of 
roads and bridges. 

2. Construction and maintenance 
of roads and bridges. 
3. Operation of rock quarries. 
4. Surveying. 

!DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS! 

CONSTRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE DIVISION 

1. Enforcement of building, 
sanitary, and zoning codes. 
2. Design and construct! on of 
county facilities. 
3. Administration of Assessment 
District Improvement Fund. 
4. Maintenance of county faci-
lities and grounds (other than 
custodial). 

I 
PUBLIC UTILITIES 

DIVISION 

1. Sanitary disposal facilities. 
2. Administration of sewage 
facilities fund. 
3. Administration of County 
Service Districts. 

a. Sewage District. 
b. Water District. 
c. Street Lighting District 
d. Drainage District. 



HYPOTHESIS 

ON THE 

ESTABLISHMENT 

OF A 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 



2. 
Building Code Division 

1. RECEIVES, PROCESSES, AND 
CHECKS BUILDING PERMITS REQUESTS 

::;:-:.,....,.----..:::;;:.::-..o---,---'-~.---.. -. -~. -··· ~-:-.-;- - ·· " .....,_ --:. ~·· 

COUNTY FAIR . 

.. .. 

2. ISSUES BUILDING PERMITS. 

Inspection and Enforcement 
Division 

2. Maintain Fairgrounds and/or Exposi­
tion Complex. 

l;. lliSPECTS BUILDINGS IN PROGRESS. 
2 •. , ENFORCES BUILDING CODE. . . 
3. . ENFORCES ZONING ORDINANCES. 

Zoning Division 

DIVISION OF PARKS . AND 1ffiV.ORIALS 
FUNCTIONAL STATEMENT 

1. -c.._:- -~ .. :;j _ma.intains all county 
cemeteries. 
2. ~- : 1 maintains all county 
p3.rks. 
~";:::...; .........--.._~__.. .... ;:::,. . ~= ~-

owned 

owned 

. ·' 4· Supervises development of new parks • 

ENGINEERING INSPECTION SURVEYING 

1. Studies traffic patterns, 
makes projections, and designs 
roads & bridges for future 
construction. 

1. Inspects constructio 
in progress to ascertai 
compliance with basic 
plan and design. 

1. Surveys land for 
road construction and 
road improvement. 

2. Designs improvements . on 
existing roads & bridges. 
3. Studies an plans improve­
ments on.traffic control and MAINTENANCE BRIDGE OPERATION ~ 

._road safety. 

! 
I 
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1. Repairs and maintains 
all bridges owned by 
Multnomah County 

1. Operates draw bridges. i 
2. Controls traffic when 

1 

bridges are open. 

--------------·- ·--
SURVEYOR 

-----------··----- .. - -·- .. ---- •... I 

1. Maintain records of all surveys made by himself 
and deputies, ~nd the county roadmaster. 
2. Number his surveys and the surveys made by the 
county roadmaster progressively. 
3. Maintain each record as required by law. 
4. Deliver copies of any surveys to any persons or 
court requiring same according to law. 
S. Establish every survey by stakes according to law. 
6. Make all surveys of legal sub-divisions according to law. 
7. Establish all corners of government surveys where the 
witness trees have been cut or have fallen down and where 
the bearing marks or blazes can be ascertained, 

! 

8. Establish upon order of the county court or board of county i 
commissioners all corners of government surveys where all : 

I 
physical evidence is destroyed dnd cannot be found but where 

1

, 

: official gover_nment notes are available. 

I! · 9. Make a comple t e record of all surveys at the expiration 1
1 of his term. 

I ~·-· ~------·-~J 



DRAFTING 

1. Serves engineers 
in drafting of plans 
and designs. 

00.-:PUTING 

1. Serves engineers 
in computing mathe­
matical formulas. 

PERMITS 

1. Issu~s permits for 
overweight vehicles, 
house moving, plans 
for cons truction,etc. 

CLERICAL & 
COMMUNICATIONS RIGHTS OF WAY 

l. Performs clerical support 
for all units. 
2. Maintains radio and tele­
phone co~unication system 

1. Purchase rights of way 
for road construction. 

~·. 

ACCOUNTING 

1. Accounts for 
revenues and ex­
penditures of 
Road Funds. 
2. Accounts for 
revenues and ex­
penditures of 

.- - . .;...~.~ ... 

other funds admin­
istered by Engineer 
and Roadmaster. 

for entire Division. 
f l • EQUIPMENT i 

SIGN SHOP rr-----'-------, r-----'------f~hnp ERA TORS & 1 EQUIPMENT ~~INTENANCE 
1. Maintains and repairs 
road equipment. 

1-:--;..::_::__::...:_:.::..: __ ___J OILING CREWS SWEEPER CREWS I frRUCK DIVIS 10~ 
1. Paints signs 1. Oils county 1. Cleans streedl l"":()perates --~ 
for road.ways. roads as d' t d d ... rec e an roads right- I\' road equip- 1 2. Maintains of ways. rnent. I 
signs on roadways 2. Drives I 
3. Performs strip I 
i 

trucks. i 
ng painting on 

roadways. 

HISCELLANEOUS MAINTENANCE 
1. Performs maintenance 
carpentry. 

SIX ROAD CREWS CRUSHER CREWS 

2. Performs powder work . 

1. Performs routine 
-road maintenance & 
culvert maintenance 
in district. 

1. Operates rock 
crusher at quarries J 

to make gravel. 
3. Performs maintenance 
painting. 

The Sub-Committee on Public Works was charged by the 
Horne Rule Charter Committee with exploring the functions 
currently performed by the Department of Roads & Bridges, 
the Vance Pit Sanitary Fill, sewage facilities, and the 
Surveyor. In addition and as meetings of other sub-committees 
·have progressed, there are functional areas under the purview 
of other sub-committees that have now .been transferred for 

. I 

I 
I 

the Sub-Committee on Public Works to examine. These include 
the enforcement functions of the quilding and ZODing codes J 
of the Planning Commission; the ma·intenance of parks, cemeteries 
and fairgrounds; the supervision of the development of parks; 
and the operation of any forthcoming county service districts 
as they relate to public works. Included on pages 2 and 3 are 
all of the functional statements of all of the departments, 
divisions, and units of county government to be examined by this 
sub-committee and be placed into an organizational alignment 
for recommendation to the committee as a whole. 

COUNTY 
SERVICE DISTRICTS 

a. Sewer facilities 
b. Street lighting 
c. Drainage 
d. Water supply 

VANCE PIT 
SANITARY FILL 

1. Operates ~efuse 
disposal dump. 

This hypothesis visualizes a Department of Public Works with three divisions as 
indicated on the s~bsequent pages. 



.% _ .... __ -·-- ,, • - . .. .... . ; -·-- ~ •. - ·4-,....~ ... .. 
Building Code Division 

COUNTY FAIR . 

1. RECEJ:V.2:S, PROCESSES, .AND ~ 
CHECKS BuilDING PEIDUl'S REQUESTS : 
2. ISSlJ"ZS BUILDING PERHITSe : 

~..). 

2. Maintain Fairgrounds and/or Exposi­
tion Complex. 

Inspection and Enforcement 
Division 

l• INSPECTS BUILDDJGS lli PROGRESS. DIVISION OF PARKS AND MEu.V.OR::::.::.:.s· 
FUNCTIONAL ST.ATEXZ~T 2. D;?OnCES BUILDING CODE. 

3· E.t'\?OnCES ZONDJG ORDINANCES. 

Zoning Division 

1. ~-._ ~----; maintains all county owned 
cemeteries. 
2. ~..::::=::::::::lJ maintains all county 9wned 
:parks. 

--v-...-;:::::;::: ; ::. .;,.,:). 
4. Supervises development of new parks. = ======::::,.. 

ENGINEERING SURVEYING 

1 . Studies traffi c patterns, ~ r----I-n_s_p_e_c_t_s __ c_o_n_s_t_r_u_c_t_i_o_ 

makes project ·.ons, and designs , progress to ascertai 
Surveys land for 

road construction and 
road improvement. roads & bridges for future compliance with basic 

construction. plan and design. 
2. Designs improvements on 
existing roads & bridges. 
3. Studies and plans improve ­
ments on .traffic control and 
road safety •. 

. j 
: 

SURVEYOR 

re cords of all surveys made by himself 
and deputies, ~nd the county roadma~ter. 
2. Number his surveys and the surveys made by the 
county roadmaster prQgressively. 
3 . Maintain each record as required by law. 
4 . Deliver copies of any surveys to any persons or 
court requiring same according to law. 

Operates 
Controls 

bridges are open. 

5 . Establish every survey by stakes according to law. 
6. Make all surveys of legal sub-divisions according to law. 
7 . Establish all corners of government surveys where the 
witness trees tave been cut or have fallen down and where 
the bearin3 marks or blazes can be a scertained. 
8. Establish upon order of the county court or board of county : 
commissioners all corners of government surveys where all ; 
physical evidence is destroyed ~nd cannot be found but where 
official gove~nment notes are available. 
9. Make a complete record of all surveys at the expiration 
of his term. 

~------------~-----------------~~-------



CLERICAL & I~IGHTS OF WAY COMr-1JNICATIONS 

1 . Per_orms c lerical support Ill. Purchase rights of way 
for all units. ~ for road constructio/n. 2. Maintains radio and tele-
phone corranunication system ,,..:.=~ 

entire Division. 

EQUIPMENT -~TE~ --=.:-Jf;;I~_H~O....::.P __ ..l!t--1 
l . Maintains and repairs\· _. Paints signs 
road equipment . · ' for roadways. 

carpentry . 
2. Performs 
3 . Performs 
. ninting. 

2. Maintains 
signs on roadways 
3. Performs strip 
ing painting 
roadways. 

culvert maintenance 
in dist::-ict • 

DIVISION OF ROADS & BRIDGES 

1 . Engineering & design of roads & bridges . 
2. Construction & ma i ntenance of roads and 

bridges . 
3. Operation of · rock quarries . 
4 . Surveying . 

--.. ---.--.-
~---· ---

~ACCOUNT IN~ 
for 

revenues and ex­
penditures of 
Road Funds. 
2. Accounts for 
revenues and ex­
pend~tures of 
other funds admin­
istered by Engineer 
G. d Roadmaster. 

CREWS 

COUNTY 
SERVICE DISTRICTS 

a. Sewer facilities 
b. Street light i ng 
c. Drainage 
d. Water supply 

VANCE PIT 
S&'iiTARY FILL 

l. Operates refuse 
disposal dump. 

There is currently within Multnomah County a Division of Roads & Bridges. In addition, Multnomah County has an elected County Surveyor. No particular change ~s recommended in the status quo other than the administration of the surveyor funct~on~ . This hypothesis visualize.s a Division of Ro~ds & BridgE;s _w~t~in a Department ~f Pu_bll.c Works encompassing all of t he pre~ent funct~ons of the D~v~s ~on of Roads & Br~dges plus t he current func tions of the County Surveyor . 



~lding Code Division 

Inspection and Enforcement 
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COUNTY FAIR 

...... .. .. 

Maintain Fairgrounds and/or 
tion Complex. 

Dl'SffiCTS BUILDINGS IN PROGRESS. DIVISION OF PARKS AND :tffi\fORIALS. 
ENFORCES BUILDING CODE. 
E).?ORCES ZONING ORDDJANCES. 

1. ?ROCESSES· ZONE CHANGE 
REQu'"ESTS. ' -~· ... .. :.,.6/ 
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FUNCTIONAL STATEMENT 

all I , .r-- 7:: . t . 
~-:.:_~ ma.~n a~ns 

· ' c emete rie 3 • ::::==:.....:::'!=-===:::::==-==== 
~~- - :;=;:r maintains all county 
'/parks. -:-----=· - -

~---·--

-----------------------~ 4. Supervises develo~ent of new 
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CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE DIVISION 

l . Enforcement functions of building & zoning 
codes . 

2. Performs architectural design and construction 
of county facilities. 

3. Administers Assessment District Improvement 
Fund. 

4. Maintains county facilities and grounds. 

A second division of a Department of Ppblic Works is visualized as the Construction and Maintenance Division for 

COUNTY 
SERVICE DISTRICTS 

a. Sewer facilities 
b. Street lighting 
c. Drainage 
d. Water supply 

VA1\!CE PIT 
SANITARY FILL 

l. Operates refuse the purpose of administering some of the functions that are disposal dump. now handled in other departments of county government but ~~~;;;;~~~;;~~~;;;;;;~===J which would more· appropriately fall into the category of public' works. This would include such things as the enforcement of the codes now accomplished by the Planning Commission and the design county facilities now accomp:.ished by the office of the Board of 

building and zoning 
and construction of 
County Commissioners. 

While the County Engineer now handles the petitionp for improvem~ s out of the Assessment District Improvement Fund, this hypothesis visualizes all cf the functions of the ADIF falling into this div~sion under public works. 
\ The last f· nctional item listed under the Construction & Maintenance Division visualizes a maintenance and repair facility for the maintenance and repair of buildings and grounds of the cemeteries, the park , and the fairgrounds or exposition complex. This is not to suggest that the Department of Public Works will get itself involved in the operation or administration of these parks and cemeteries or fairgrounds. P 
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PUBLIC UTILITIES DIVISION 

1 . Operates refuse disposal dump. I 
2 . Administers County Service Districts 

a. Sewer facilities 
b. Hater supply 
c . Street lighting 
d . Drainage 

....._,__._......,.. ___ ""_ .. ....,_....__.:~ 

COUNTY I 
SERVICE DISTRICTS ·~ 

a. Sewer facilities 1 
b. Street lighting}. 
c. Drainage I 
d. Water sup~~ 

~ _/_ 
~~--..::::~----

I V.fu'l'CE PIT 
SANITARY FILL 

~ 1. Operates refuse 
. ~disposal dump. 

The third division of the Department of Public 
of Public Utilities to perform those utility services for the citizens of Mul tnomah County outside the corporate limits of the City of Portland required in today's urban living . Tnis would include the operation of Vance Pit Sanitary Fill (nm..r accomplished by the County Engineer) plus the administration of the ~ounty service districts for the furnishing of sanitary services, water supply, street lighting, drainage, etc. to the c itizens of Multnomah County outside the corporate limits of the cities within the county. 

A proposed functional organization chart of a Department of Public Works encompassing thre e div isions is inc luded on page 10. 
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Summary and Recommendations. The Sub-Committee on Public Works was 

charged by the Horne Rule Charter Committee with exploring the existing functions 

f h D. . ' f R d d B . d V P1' t S . F '11 ~~~Cff ' 1' . o t e 1v1s1on o oa s an r1 ges, ance an1tary 1 , s ac1 1t1es, 

and the County Surveyor. The sub-committee viewed its role as including all 

\ . 
facets of county government, botH those existing and those needed but not 

existing, pertaining to public works in the usual connotation of the words . 

Accordingly, the organizational alignment recommended will include some functions 

that are not presently accomplished. 

In summary, the sub-committee recommends the creation of a Department of 

Public Works to include the present functions of the DivjYion of Roads and 

C\~'Wlt\o-t~- . 
Bridges; the County Surveyor; architecture and designAof~~·un facilities; l 

1
. 0 

C.w.t\) I.:U.M' ~U~\Ml/U 
enforcement of the zoning ordi~n~ and the _building codes; in enanc~ of 

. ~UN'AMJ ~~ . 
county facilities and grounds operation of refuse disposals; and administration 

of' nfJe~nt~heo~ county service districts for providing water,~;~ 

~ _ : drainage~~eet lighting, ...... 

BACKGROUND 

Present Division of Roads and Bridges. The present Division of Roads and 

~dges acco'mplishes many tasks in fulfilling the-k----f..l:rne-e-4:-ons x-angin~m--

s~dying traffic patterns and designing roads and bridges for futnre construe-

~to oiling existing roads and pait'l:ting signs-. All of the present operations 

are necessary and should be continued; however, the sub committee feels that 

th~unctions are no more 

~· 



County Surveyor. • The County Surveyor is presently an elected official 

of county government charged with maintaining records of surveys made by 

himself and his deputies as well as surveys made by the Roadmaster. He is 

further required to make surveys of sub-divisions and perform other duties 
( 

pertaining to surveying as indicated i~ the following chart. 

SURVEYOR 

1. Maintain records of all surveys made by himself 
and deputies, and the County Roadmaster. 
2. Number his surveys and the surveys made by the 
County Roadmaster progressively. 
3. Maintain each record as required by law. 
4. Deliver copies of any surveys to any persons or 
court requiring same according to law. 
5. Establish every survey by stakes according to law. 
6. Make all surveys of legal sub-divisions according 
to law. 
7. Establish all corners of government surveys where 
the witness trees have been cut or have fallen down 
and where the bearing marks or blazes can be ·ascertained. 
8. Establish upon order of the county court or board of 
county commissioners all corners of government surveys 
where all physical evidence is destroyed and cannot be 
found but where official government notes are available. 
9. Make a complete .record of all surveys at the expira­
tion of his term. 

Recommendation. Since the Division of Roads and Bridges has a surveying 

section and since the members can see no reason whatsoever for the selection 

of a surveyor on a partisan basis, the sub-committee recommends the creation 

of a Division of Roads and Bridges in the Department of Public Works to perform 

the following general functions. 

DIVISION OF ROADS , & BRIDGES 

1. Engineering and design of roads and bridges. 
2. Construction and maintenance of roads and bridges. 
3. Operation of rock quarries. 
4. Surveying. 



Building, Construction, an& Maintenance . The Sub-Committee on Public 

Services has recommended that the maintenance functions of the parks, cemeteries, 

and county fair be accomplished by a public works department . This recommendation 

has considerable merit in combining like functions for economy, however, this 

sub-committee would recommend that if this function is accomplished by the 

Public Works Department, it should be done on a scheduled basis and consist of 

maintenance only without the Public Works Department being involved in the 

operations of these facilities other than service to them. 

A second recommendation of the Sub-Committee on Public Services is that of 

moving the enforcement of the building code and the zoning ordinance to a public 

works department. This sub-committee concurs but recommends that consideration 

be given to transferring the enforcement of the plumbing code and any other 

forthcoming building and construction codes to this department as well. We can 

see no reason for the enforcement of the plumbing code being administered by 

the Department of Medical Services other than the traditional placement of this 

function in a health agency. 

The sub-committee further feels that all architecture, design, and con-

struction (or supervision of construction) should be accomplished by the 

Department of Public Works. Accordingly, a Division of Construction and 

Maintenance is recommended to encompass the foregoing as indicated in the 

following functional chart. 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 

1. Enforcement functions of building and zoning 
codes . 
~- Performs architectural design and construction 
of county facilities. 
3. Administers Assessment District Improvement 
Fund. 
4. Maintains county facilities and grounds. 



Public Utilities. Multnomah County currently provides some public 

utilities (in their broadest sen~e) in the operation of the Vance Pit Sanitary 

Fill, the administration of two sewer districts, etc. Depending in large measure 

upon forthcoming findings and recommendations of the Sub-Committee on Special 

Service Districts and the desires of the people in the unincorporated areas, the 

county may well find itself more heavily involved in urban services to constituents. 

The formation of County Service Districts is currently authorized for sewerage, 

drainage, and street lighting; accordingly, a Division of Public Utilities 

within the Department of Public Works is recommended to fulfill present functions 

and operate as a vehicle for inclusion of other public utility functions authori-

zed either by charter or by legislation as follows. 

PUBLIC UTILI TIES DIVISION 

l. Operates refuse disposal dump. 
2. Administers County Service Districts. 

a. Sewer facilities 
b. Water supply 
c. Street lighting 
d. Drainage 

Conclusions ~ To facilitate an organization to provide the public works of 

Multnomah County and to coordinate these activities, personnel, and equipment, 

this sub-committee recommends a Department of Public Works under the direction 

of an appointed Registered Professional Engineer as indicated in the following 

functional organization chart. 
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ROADS & BRIDGES 

1. Engineering and design 
of roads and bridges. 
2. Construction and main­
tenance of roads and bridges. 
3. Operation of rock quarries. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

CONSTRUCTION AND 
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tion of cou ty facilities. 
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