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Agenda 
Title: 
 

Authorization #4 to begin Negotiations to Acquire Real Property Interests for 
the Purpose of Constructing a new Sellwood Bridge and Removing the Existing 
Bridge 

 
Note: If Ordinance, Resolution, Order or Proclamation, provide exact title. For all other submissions, 

provide a clearly written title sufficient to describe the action requested. 
 
Requested 
Meeting Date: June 2, 2011 

Amount of 
Time Needed: 10 minutes 

Department: Community Services Division: LUT/Bridge Section 

Contact(s): Ian Cannon 

Phone: (503) 310-4610 Ext.   Bldg #246/Sellwood Proj Office 
Presenter 
Name(s) & 
Title(s): Ian Cannon, Program Manager, Sellwood Bridge Project 
 
General Information  

1. What action are you requesting from the Board?  
We are requesting that the Board of County Commissioners approve the resolution authorizing the 
Department of Community Services to begin negotiations for the purchase of real property 
associated with the removal of the existing Sellwood Bridge and construction and installation of a 
new Sellwood Bridge. 

2. Please provide sufficient background information for the Board and the public to understand 
this issue.  Please note which Program Offer this action affects and how it impacts the results. 

The primary purpose of the Sellwood Bridge Project is to construct a new bridge to provide safe and 
efficient access for people, goods, and service vehicles across the Willamette River.  After 80 years, 
the existing bridge has reached the end of its useful service life.  The bridge is a vital regional transit 
link along the County’s southern boundary serving citizens from Lake Oswego, Sellwood, 
Milwaukie, Portland, and other towns within Multnomah and Clackamas Counties.  The project is 
located approximately 4.25 miles south of downtown Portland OR, immediately west of Sellwood 
and carries SE Tacoma Street across the Willamette River where it connects to State Route 43.  The 
existing structure has developed cracks in its concrete approach spans, resulting in progressive 
reductions to the weight limits that can be safely transported across the structure. 
Negotiations to purchase the impacted properties at fair market value will be made in good faith. 






