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I'm Diane Lund and I'm here today on behalf of Rachel's Friends Breast Cancer
Coalition, an advocacy organization based in Portland that's dedicated to reducing our
exposure to environmental-carcinogens such as Bishphenol A.

I urge you to enact a countywide ban on Bishphenol A, which is a known hormone-
disrupting chemical- a synthetic estrogen - that's been linked to breast cancer and other
serious health problems. It needs to be taken out of baby bottles, sippy cups and reusable
containers such as water bottles.

More than 200 scientific studies show that SPA exposure is associated with a wide range of
adverse health effects, including breast and prostate cancer, birth defects, infertility in men,
early puberty in girls, diabetes and obesity

As a IS-year breast cancer survivor, I'm very concerned about the growing incidence of
breast cancer - particularly among younger women - in their 20s and 30s.

Today, a woman's chance of developing breast cancer is 1 in 8 during their lifetime.

And, according to the latest statistics, 207,000 women were expected to be diagnosed
with invasive breast cancer last year, along with 54,000 cases of non-invasive breast
cancer, and 39,000 women were expected to die from this disease.

We also know that of those women who are diagnosed, 70-80 percent have no known
family history of the disease.

It's time to start focusing our attention on prevention and reducing the incidence of breast
cancer.

Breast cancer is a gut-wrenching disease - the treatment - the chemotherapy poisons that
run through our veins -- do havoc to our immune system, while the surgery we're forced
to endure -- robs us of our dignity.

We need to start protecting our families by focusing our attention on the prevention of
breast cancer - - which affects more women than any other type of cancer and is the
leading cause of cancer-related deaths among women.

Banning Bishpenol A is a step in that direction. By taking such action, Multnomah
County will also be seen as a leader in Oregon and can set the path for other counties
throughout the state to follow your action.

Thank you for the opportunity.
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Chair Cogen and Commissioners,

I am the Executive Director for Family Forward Oregon and The Mother PAC. I am also a mother to
two children under 6 years of age. It is in my capacity as a mother and a family advocate that I am
testifying before you today.

My children were almost certainly born with Bisphenol-A (BPA) in their bodies. After all, it is
estimated that 93% of Americans have BPA accumulating in our bodies, and I'm guessing my
pregnant body was no exception. Their bodies were likely further contaminated by drinking from
tainted polycarbonate baby bottles and sippy cups and by eating canned foods. This means they
were contaminated by things I fed them, before I knew that I needed to be concerned about the
safety of my children's food containers.

Our toxics laws have failed them, and failed me as a parent whose highest purpose is the health and
safety of my children.

Mounting evidence, including hundreds of peer-reviewed studies, show the harmful effects of
exposure to endocrine-disrupting Bisphenol-A (BPA), a substance that was originally proposed as
an estrogen-replacement therapy due to its estrogenic effects, and subsequently added to plastics
without any testing for ill effects. I have no other way to describe what happened when I learned
about BPA, it's use in children's products, and it's harmful effect on children's health except to say
that I became very angry. Angry that I unwittingly exposed my children. Angry that my
government did not act to protect them.

There are people who will tell you that the market will solve this problem. Parents will learn about
the harmful effects of exposing their children to BPA and they will stop buying products that
contain it. As you might imagine, identifying what does and doesn't contain BPA is no easy feat. I
struggle with this despite having two Masters degrees, many options for places to shop and ready
access to online resources. You can bet there are parents across the county unwittingly exposing
their kids to BPA right now because they do not know about its harmful effects, or because they find
it impossible to understand information that is written for toxicologists and not the rest of us.
Others may be struggling to find stores in their area that carry BPA-free products - because not all
parents have access to an array of purchasing options.

The rest of the argument is that industry, as a result of public pressure, will stop manufacturing
products that contain BPA. And it's true, we are now seeing industry provide alternatives that are
labeled BPA-free. However, without clear standards about what the term BPA-free means, how can
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we be sure that industry is actually compliant? Or that their idea of BPA-free matches ours? How
can we be sure that these products do not now contain another equally harmful chemical in place of
BPA?

Without standards, like the one being proposed here today, consumers are without the critical
information they need when purchasing food containers for their children. Without standards we
are left to just trust industry, something that has become increasingly difficult to do. Mothers like
me are witnessing countless news reports about products - intended for children - being unsafe for
use by children. We are no longer sure where to turn for trusted information about product safety-
and we are increasingly frustrated that no one is protecting our children's health against the profit-
making-at-all-cost motives of corporations who produce goods for them.

In the end, the only way to protect our kids is to ban the use of harmful chemicals in their products.
Period.

Current federal toxics laws are grossly inadequate, putting the onus of proving the negative health
impact of a product or chemical on consumers - and only after a product has already been
introduced into the marketplace. To say that proving causation is nearly impossible for consumers
to do is an understatement, and during the time it takes for us to make our case, millions more
children are being exposed to something that should have been tested for safety in use by children
in the first place.

Fortunately for those of us who are here today, the case with BPA has already been made. Food
containers made with BPA leach the substance into our food and beverages. BPA has known
endocrine-disrupting effects. It is unsafe for use in food containers, particularly for children, whose
developing brains and bodies make them much more vulnerable to the negative effects of BPA
exposure.

The number of states and counties banning the use of BPA in children's food containers is growing
monthly. We see a clear indication that action of this kind will need to be taken at the local-level.
We are relying on the members ofthis body to act to protect our children today.

I urge you to support a proposal banning BPA in baby bottles, sippy cups and reusable drink
containers. This is a good first step in protecting our children from this substance. Thank you.
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