VANPORT “UBLIC LIBRARY

Report for July, 1944

Last week one of our staff members overheard a women on the
Venport bus say to the person sitting next to her, "You'd never think
it, but you cen get a lot newer and better books et the library here
in Venport than you cen in Portland." It was pleasant to heaer these
kind words for a chenge instead of the usual bus conversations about
domestic discord end dissatisfaction with living conditions in Vanport.

Our project for the month wes the completion of our catalog
expension, and we are very happy to have it done at last, but we note
with consternetion that our catelog is filled and must have more draw-
ers added to it in the very near future. All our book orders were
cencelled in June but we re-ordered July 1 end consquently we have been
kept busy during the month processing our new hooks as they came through.
The school librsries d4id not get their re-orders in end so no new books
errived for them. As a result all school cataloging is completed to
date. :

service to the hospitel wes the most rewarding so fer. 1In
spite of the fasct thet there seemed to be relatively few patients, we
circulated more books there in July then eny other month.

Our ecirculstion has not increased very much esnd yvet we con-
tinued to have & large number of new registaents. !Meerly all are people
who have Jjust moved to Venport, and they &ll asppear to be persons who
would be excellent citizens in any community. The books they read, too,
ere higher in quelity then meny previdﬁs venport residents and we note
thet for the first time the circuletion of non-fiction has risen to
average nearly 35 percent of our totel circulation.

Respectfully submitted,

Q, 0aasnn ‘:\,,.,.Q«_._«,\

Tleanor Touhey,lLibrarian



July, 1944

MISS EWING:

Bé}ore vacation lethargy seeped 100 deep, summer school students
gracefully and gratefully‘iet me scurry for their ususal demands of.
required reading, waterial for term papers on league of nations, lend-
lease, French gothies, international trade relations, exotic stories
behind perfumes, poems on dewocracye.

Reyuests are still coming in from camps. Jpecial books on Russia,
China and Australia have bec¢n sent to vauwp Mechan,; Hawaiian and Irish
skits for Giri ~méout cawmp, suggested they dramatize foik tales. For
certain honors vaupfire girls wanted good classics, super war stories
and fascinating bilographies.

The sorcery and mystery of the Egyptians have completely absorbed
three junior misses who are enthusiastically writing a nystery thriller.

whether it be skunks or orchids, the liibrary furnishes the needed
information. & patron's @hiidren are enchanted with two baby sKunks
that were given to them. Desiring to keep them ror pets, the mother
wanted all the inTormation whe could find. LThey make grand pets--
desKunked, of course.

Orchid cuiture is the tascinatin_ hobby of the Baiieys. So fas-
cinating it seems ur. Sgiiey has to cook his dinner at times. Inguiring
into the cost, "They aren't expensive. I only paid $065.00 for four
plants.™ !

K"How do 1 love thee---" the iovely sonnet from &lizabeth Browning's
\



.Sonnets from the Portugese has been asked for again and again. It was
beautifully read by a young soidier in the movie, the Purple Heart.;

Miss wood from the Urdgon war finance committee wanted to know
how many words in a novel, +he JUregon néwspépers printed over a mililion
words inApubiicity for the fifth war loan;g Hhét's in a novel by Helen
Haines was very useful. In her chaptef on Lives, times and places, she
gives the length of some of the popular novels. ~The fifth war loan
used wore than three times the length of done with the wind. In the
SundAy Uregonian there was a picture of WMiss wood surrounged by the
clippings, giving this information..

"Hex marks the spot" where the design books are shelved. Uld
furniture, xitchens, takle decorations are being redone in peasant
design--particulariiy Pennsylvania Dutch art. Une woman is embel.iishing
the quaiﬁt expressions ol the people §uch as "he joes the road up{¥
"fhe bell don't make", and "it wonders me wonderful".

one of the USUs requested a list of books on recreational progreaums.

A young man asked for "Siats Flannigan" --no doubt Studs ionigan

has been called many names.

nRespectfudly submitted,
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