
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-121

Amending Ballot Title for Five-Year Rate Based Local Option Levy To Support The Oregon Historical
Society and Repealing Resolution 2010-115

The Multnomah County Board of Commissioners Finds:

1. The Oregon Historical Society houses and preserves Oregon's collection of historical documents,
photos, books, maps and artifacts. The Museum and Library provide public access to research,
study and interact with these materials to learn Oregon history.

2. The state has cut funding to the Oregon Historical Society (OHS). As a result, OHS has greatly
reduced the hours its museum and library is open to the public. Without additional funds, OHS
facilities will close to the public beginning spring, 2011. Approximately 60% of the library materials
relate directly to Multnomah County history, and the society acts as the Multnomah County
Historical Society.

3. A five-year levy of $.05 per $1,000 assessed valuation will keep the Oregon History Library and
Museum open to the public. An independent citizen oversight committee to review all expenditures
and ensure dollars are spent as promised will provide accountability of the funds raised by the levy.

4. The ballot title and explanatory statement for a five-year levy of $0.05 per $1,000 of assessed
property value have been prepared and are attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A.

5. On August 19, 2010, the Board adopted Resolution 2010-115 submitting a levy ballot title and
explanatory statement to the voters. It is necessary to make technical changes to the wording of
the original measure.

The Multnomah County Board of Commissioners Resolves:

1. The attached ballot title and explanatory statement are approved and certified to the director of
Multnomah County Division of Elections and Resolution 2010-115 is repealed.

2. The board clerk shall submit this resolution, ballot title and explanatory statement to the Multnomah
County Elections Director for further action required by law.

SUBMITIED BY:
Agnes Sowle, County Attorney
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Submitting To The Voters A Five-Year Rate Based Local Option Levy To Support The Oregon Historical Society

Caption:

Five-Year Levy: Oregon Historical Society Library, Museum, educational programs.

Question:

Shall County support history library, museum, educational programs: 5-year levy, $.05
per $1,000 assessed valuation, beginning 2011, with oversight?

This measure may cause property taxes to increase more than three percent.

Summary:

The Oregon Historical Society (OHS) houses and preserves Oregon's collection of
historical documents, photos, books, maps and artifacts. The OHS Library and Museum
provide public access for school field trips, for individuals and families to view changing
exhibits, and to research all of Oregon's history.

The State of Oregon has cut funding to OHS. OHS has greatly reduced hours open to the
public. Without additional funds, OHS facilities will close to the public beginning in
spring, 2011.

This measure enacts a five-year local option levy of $.05 per $1,000 assessed property
value to keep the Oregon History Library and Museum open to the public. It funds:

• Restoration of hours open to the public for the Oregon History Museum and
Library;

• Free admission for all schoolchildren, and all Multnomah County residents, to
Museum and Library.

An independent citizen oversight committee will ensure tax dollars are spent as promised.
Annual audits will be conducted and made public. A home assessed by the county at
$200,000 pays $10 a year for this levy.

The levy will raise an estimated $2.24 million for fiscal year 2011-2012; $2.31 million
for fiscal year 2012-13; $2.41 million for fiscal year 2013-2014; $2.50 million for fiscal
year 2014-2015; and $2.59 million for fiscal year 2015-2016.

The estimated tax cost for this measure is an ESTIMATE ONLY based on the best
information available from the county assessor at the time of estimate.
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Submitting To The Voters A Five-Year Rate Based Local Option Levy To Support The Oregon Historical Society

Explanatory Statement:

Established in 1898, the Oregon Historical Society collects and maintains the county and state's
major collection of Oregon, Portland, and Multnomah County historical documents, letters,
photographs, books, maps, artifacts and more. About 60% of the library materials relate directly
to Multnomah County history, and OHS acts as the Multnomah County Historical Society.

The Oregon Historical Society - located in downtown Portland with storage of additional
materials in Gresham, Oregon - includes the Oregon History Museum and the Oregon History
Library. Approximately 40,000 visitors use these facilities a year, including about 8,000
schoolchildren, to research specific Oregon history questions and view Oregon history exhibits.

The OHS Library and Museum have received state funding in the past; however for the last
decade those funds have been substantially reduced, causing cuts to hours and services at the
museum and library. Without another source of funds, the Oregon History Museum will close
facilities by spring of2011 or sooner. The library will be open limited hours, although not
indefinitely.

This Multnomah County local option levy will keep the Oregon History Museum open 40 hours
a week and the Library open to the public 32+ hours a week - avoiding closure and restoring cuts
to service. It supports curation for the museum so that exhibits can be rotated and the collection
and protection of Oregon's historical artifacts and documents can continue. Levy funds will also
protect the collection of Oregon history documents and artifacts, and public access to those, at
four East Multnomah County Historical Societies which together will receive $150,000 of the
levy each of the five years. OHS levy funds shall be allocated in a manner that represents
Multnomah County's diverse cultures.

The levy supports continuation of educational programs including free admission for every
schoolchild to visit the museum and for all county residents - providing access to those
previously unable to visit due to cost.

The cost ofthe levy is up to $.05 (five cents) per $1,000 assessed property value, beginning 2011
through 2016. For example, the owner of a home assessed by the county at $200,000 will pay
$10 a year for this levy.

Accountability is a component of the levy. The Multnomah County Chair will appoint an
independent citizens oversight committee - representative of Multnomah County's diverse
communities - to review all levy expenditures and ensure dollars are spent as promised. In
addition, Multnomah County will select an auditor for which OHS will pay to conduct annual
audits of levy funds that will be made available to the public.

This levy will fund nearly one-half of operations at OHS facilities. Other funds come from
admissions, grants and private donations. To consistently provide the services promised to the
voters, the Multnomah County Board of Commissioners will consider termination or reduction
of the levy ifthe State of Oregon restores funding to OHS.
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MEASURE EXPLANATORY STATEMENT
Required for all Measures

Submitted with Multnomah County Elections
ELECTION DATE MEASURE NUMBER

November 2,2010
BALLOT TITLE CAPTION

Five-Year Levy: Oregon Historical Society Library, Museum, Educational Programs

NAME OF PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTENT OF STATEMENT
Agnes Sowle, County Attorney

NAME OF JURISDICTION PERSON REPRESENTS
Multnomah County

E-MAIL

agnes.sowle@co.multnomah.or.us

TELEPHONE NUMBER

503-988-3138
FAX NUMBER

503-988-3377

Please use space below or attach text on a separate sheet of paper.

See attached.

WORDINUMBER COUNT TOTAL (500 word/number Iimit) _

DATE

mailto:agnes.sowle@co.multnomah.or.us


Notice of County Measure Election SEL 801
Secretary of State Elections Division I 255 Capitol St. NE, Suite 501, Salem, OR 97310 I p. 503.986.15181 f. 503.373.7414/ www.oregonvotes.org

rev 01/10: DRS 250.035. 250.041,
250.175.254.103.254.465

County and Notice Infonnation

Notice is hereby given on , 20 10 , that a measure election will be held in
------

Multnomah County, Oregon on November 2
Date of Election

,2010.
Name of County or Counties

The following shall be the ballot title of the measure to be submitted to the county's voters.

Caption 10 words

Five-Year Levy: Oregon Historical Society Library, Museum, educational programs.

Question 20 words

Shall County support history library, museum, educational programs with 5-year levy of $.05 per
$1,000 assessed valuation, with oversight?

Summary 175 words

See Attached.

The following authorized county official hereby certifies the above ballot title is true and complete.

Jeff Cagen Chair, Board of County Commissioners
Printed Name of Authorized County Official Title

http://www.oregonvotes.org


Submitting To The Voters A Five-Year Rate Based Local Option Levy To Support The Oregon Historical Society
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Submitting To The Voters A Five-Year Rate Based Local Option Levy To Support The Oregon Historical Society
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