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December 1,2011

TO THE MULTNOMAHCOUNTYCOMMISSIONERS

Greetings:

Again we appear before you, as we have annually, for the past several years, to
present Multnomah County with a cash contribution, This year's check in the
amount of $4, 100 represents our federal income tax obligation for 2010, which,
however, we have refused to pay to the federal government, in an act of
conscientious civil disobedience.

Our refusal to pay federal tax began more than 30 years ago as a protest
against the Vietnam War. At that time we refused only the percentage of the
tax devoted to military purposes. In more recent years we have refused to pay
any federal income tax as we have seen the US government commit more than
one half of America's tax resources to the funding of a huge, permanent,
military operation involving several wars of occupation plus hundreds of
military bases in almost every country of the world.

Now our acts of protest seem even more justified as the US government is
increasingly "owned" and controlled by rich and powerful corporations, and has
demonstrated its willingness to compromise the well being of 99% of its citizens
in order to guarantee and even increase the wealth of the other 1%.

We thank you who are on the Multnomah County Commission for serving as
stewards of a portion of our local tax resources, and for actively promoting the
common good, especially including the poor, the marginalized, persons without
access to affordable health care and others whom we have come to know and
love through our personal and congregational ministry.

As Multnomah County Commissioners you do your best, under difficult
circumstances. to serve the 99%. Therefore we are pleased to discharge our
federal tax obligation, by redirecting this amount to your care.

J;f"JLLx
Pat Schwiebert
pat@tearsoup.com

~j.~Seh~-~.Schwiebert
john@metanoiaumc.org
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