
Pedestrian Safety  
in Portland 
a presentation to the Multnomah Board of Commissioners 







• Targeted safety programs 
– Safe Routes to School  
– High Crash Corridors 

 
• Implementing proven countermeasures 

– Improving pedestrian crossings 
– Reorganizing 4 lane roadways into 3 lanes 

 
• Identifying more resources for safety 

– Our Streets effort 

What We Are Doing: 
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Why are we focused on pedestrian safety?

 Pedestrians are the most vulnerable users of our system

 In the past 5 years, 156 people have died in traffic crashes in Portland, of those killed, a third were pedestrians

 This pattern continued in 2013, with 11 pedestrian fatalities primarily in East Portland

 This is an issue of equity – the poorest Portlanders with the fewest transportation resources often have to cross our busiest, fastest roadways




Safe Routes to School 

Walking School Bus at King Elementary in NE Portland 
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Equity
When we first started in 7 schools we used criteria like crash data, free and reduced lunch rates, and engineering needs to determine which schools should receive our services
Now we serve almost all of the elementary and K8 schools in Portland




NE Glisan & 78th 

July, 2011 
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Pedestrian Safety:
Unfortunately too many of our pedestrian crossings, especially those in East Portland, look like this.

This photo shows a marked crosswalk on NE Glisan, a four lane, 35mph roadway

This is crosswalk where, on January 29th, 2013, 28-year-old Heather Fiztsimmons was killed while walking home from work at Vestal Elementary School

This is an example of a pedestrian crossing that does not meet current best practices for safety.

There is no pedestrian refuge island. No active warning device. It doesn’t meet ADA.

While the Bureau had previously identified this crossing as needing safety improvements, we lacked the funds to implement them 



NE Glisan & 78th 

Today 
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Pedestrian Safety:
Here we see NE Glisan and 78th as it looks today. 

After Heather’s death, Transportation staff met with her family, colleagues, neighbors as well as nearby businesses and churches to determine the appropriate fix for this crossing.

Here you see those improvements fully implemented: an improved crossing with Rapid Flash Beacons, a pedestrian refuge island, and a three-lane cross section with a center-turn lane.

We expect this crossing improvement to reduce pedestrian crashes here by at least 46%, and the project as a whole to reduce all types of crashes by 29%.

We need to build more projects like this and we need more resources to do it.








P O R T L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

Our Streets supporters: 



The work ahead: 
 
 

P O R T L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

• Vision Zero strategy 
 

• Lower speeds 
 

• Change the “culture of acceptance”  
 

• Identify funds for additional 
implementation 
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