
Record of Subcommittee Meetings 

/0711 



July 19, 1978 

Special Meeting: Attending: Faust, Roberts, Robertson, Leahey, 
Gottlieb, Hannon, ?, Mylnechuk 

'(I GZLf E.Uifl 
Discussion on gerrymandering district lines so that East Multnomah 
County might elect its own commissioner. Desire to keep recogniz-
able boundaries. Hannon requested to meet with Robertson to take 
care of this. 

Filling of vacancies by election also discussed. Agreed it would 
be easiest to have one election. Suggested candidates be nominated 
through a petition with a certain number of signatures, and party 
preference specified on the ballot. General discussion on problems 
with arrangements for special elections and 15 month cut off date. 
Problems with proposed Sec. 14.50 language would be that elections 
could be held close to a regular election date, would require 
extra expense, another election, and could mean electing someone 
very quickly for a long period of time. Alternative would be to 
present Charter as is on Sec. 4.50, merely adding (6) requiring 
persons appointed to fill a vacancy not be able to run for that 
office. 

Agreed to submit to Committee choice of language they have with 
changes requiring 12 or nine months for vacancy to occur before 
end of a term, special election to be called to be held within 75 
days, provided it can coordinate with regular election within 150 
days. Also would require an appointment to fill vacancy in interim. 
A candidate for the special election would have not less than 30 
days to file a nominating petition with 250 signatures from peepe 
qualified voters of their district. Also to be included would be 
language requiring electee take office as soon as certified by 
elections department. If the Committee adopts this, it will be sub-
mitted to the voters as a separate amendment. 
Or, the second alternative would be to retain the present language 
of the Charter adding (6). If Committee adopts this, would be 
included in Measure 1. 

It was agreed, if Measure 1 fails, would need to incorporate (3) 
of Sec. 4.50, in Measure 5. 

It was also agreed to change Sec. 14.30, to delete ". . .as set forth 
in the County's approved Budget..." in order to allow for changes 
as might :occur in salary and fringe for employees after union 
negotiations and contingency expenses. 

Meausre 5 would also be changed to add language requiring top 
two candidates to run off, regardless of % of votes they received. 

Measure 5, (2) also changed to say, ".. .nominating and electing 
circuit court judges.. ." 

It was agreed to include language stating execu. cannot veto budget. 
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MULTNOMAH COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COflTTEE 

RECORD OF MEETINGS: 

"WILJDCARD SUBCOMI"Tfl7EE' 

3/16/78 - noon, 421 S .W. 6th, Commonwealth Bldg., attending: 

general discussion on issues Corrmittee might want to consider. 

3/27/78 - 7:30 pm, lED, attending: 

narrowing of topics to: Auditor's office, separation of powers, 
non partisan elections, part-time Corrmission, revenue bonding authority, 
regularly recurring charter review commission, committee to study 
possible merger of services with City and/or MSD. 

4/3/78 - 7:30 pm, lED, attending: 

further refinement of topics. invite Auditor and legal counsel to 
next meeting. 

attending, 
4/10/78 - lED, Hannon, Innis, Williams, Picco, Mitchell, Conway, 

Dennehey, Keltner, Roberts, Pallari, Lansing. 
Roberts presented members of subcommittee with research 
materials on separation of powers. Went through details 
of Charter which would have to be revised if powers 
separated. Jewell Lansing answered questions regarding 
the Auditor's office and said her priority was to have 
included in the Charter some reference to professional 
standards in the Auditor's office. Judy IKeltner then 
read to the subcommittee the league of Women Voters concensus 
on the issues of County Charter reform. 

4/17/78 - lED, 7:30 pm, Conway, Dennehey, Anderson, Innis, Hannon, 
Mitchell, Williams, Roberts, Picco, Gottlieb, Dick Roberts 
presented proposed Charter amendments needed to separate 
legislative and executive powers. Hannon presented his 
amendments on part-time commissioners, districts, residency 
requirements, compensation, causes of vacancies, filling 
of vacancies, establishement of a county manager, veto 
power of the executive, discrimination by age and sex, 
and non-partisan elections. It was agreed upon that further 
work was needed on the auditor's office, bonded indebtedness, 
and non partisan elections. Dick Roberts was going to develop 
these further. 

over- 



6/26/78 - 7:00 p.m. Mt. Hood Couunuriity College 

7/10/78 - lED, 7:-- pm --Innis, Hannon, Mitchell, Burkholder, Gottlieb, Conway. 
agreed to present full coim-aittee with recommendation for ongoing Charter review 
every 10 years, appointment of a commission to study merger of city and county 
services with appointments made in a similar manner to the MCCRC, and that 
the Auditor's revised language be accepted. They will not recommend election 
of Sheriff, subpoena power for the board, the county counsel becoming part of 
the DA's office, or the board having the power to remove an administrative 
appointee. 



MULTNOMAH COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE 

RECORD OF IETINGS: 

TERM AND VACANCY SUBCOMIIIITEE 

3/16/78 - 7:30 pm, Greenfield home, 495 N.W. Creenleaf Rd., attending: 
Creenfield, Mylnechuk 
general agreement on retaining four year terms, and request 
to staff to do research on national models for filling of vacancies.- 

-i-/l8/78 - 7:00 pm, lED, Robertson, Radakavich, Ervin, Mylnechuk, 
Haliski, Pearson. Presentation by Dept. of Record and 
Elections people. Stated that there would be problems 
filling vacancies with partisan elections. No other 
Oregon county or municipality does it. Would require 
a minimum of 116 days to prepare for such an election, 
If they were non partisan, the time would be cut in half. 
Prepared some questions for legal counsel. Briefly 
discussed four year terms and there advantages. 



MIJLTNOMAH C0TY CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE 

RECORD OF MEETINGS: 

DISTRICTING SUBCOMMITTEE 

3/23/78 - 4:00 pm, lED, attending: Faust, Owen, Scholz - discussion of 
districting, prelininary thoughts on Faust memorandum 

3/31/78 - 4:00 pm, TED, attending: Faust, Burkholder, Owen, Dennehey, Capon - 
discussion of districting, and memorandum. 

4/6/78 - 7:00 am, Portland Motor Hotel, Coffee Shop, attending: Faust, Burkholder, 
Lindstedt, Scholz, Owen, Dennehey, Gottlieb. Discussion of new 
districting memorandum to be sent to various civic groups and 
citizens for coument 

4/17/78 - 7:00 am, Portland Motor Hotel, attending, Faust, Burktìolder, 
Gottlieb, Conway, Owen, Dennehey. Discussion of revised 
districting plan - three districts, 2 at large, county 
executive officer, board chairman rotated every year or 
six months. 

6/29/78 - 7:00 am, Portland Motor Hotel, attending, Faust, Scholz, Gottlieb, 
Owen, Burkholder. Discussion of testimony received at June hearings 
relating to districting. Concern is if increase size of coirmission, 
how will voters react to cost increase. Need to analyze budget (Wild-
card subcorrmittee). Feeling is to go with 4 districts and 1 at large 
seat, or 5 districts with only executive elected at large. Will 
be presented to full Conmittee at 7/5/78 meeting. 
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1096 	 OREGON LAWS 1977 	[EJIf2]1 11JR 29, I-IJR 50, HJR 6 
#hOJYee-,HIuN pis1t 

IHCU iess man 90 clays alter the provisions of the 	 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 50 
charter or the legislation proposed for referral is 
adopted by the county governing body. To be 
circulated, referendum or initiative petitions 
shall set forth in full the charter or legistative 
provisions proposed for adoption or referral. 
Referendum petitions shall not be required to 
include a ballot title to be circulated. In a county 
a number of signatures of qualified voters equal 
to but not greater than four percent of the total 
number of all votes cast in the county for all 
candidates for Governor at the election at which 
a Governor was elected for a term of four years 
next preceding the filing of the petition shall be 
required for a petition to order a referendum on 
county legislation or a part thereof. A number of 
signatures equal to but not greater than six 
percent of the total number of votes cast in the 
county for all candidates for Governor at the 
election at which a Governor was elected for a 
term of four years next preceding the filing of the 
petition shall be required for a petition to pro-
pose an initiative ordinance. A number of signa-
tures equal to but not greater than eight percent 
of the total number of votes cast in the county for 
all candidates for Governor at the election at 
which a Governor was elected for a term of four 
years next preceding the filing of the petition 
shall be required for a petition to propose a 
charter amendment. 

Paragraph 2. The amendment proposed by this 
resolution shall be submitted to the people for their 
approval or rejection at a special election held on the 
same date as the next regular primary election held 
throughout this state. 

Filed in the office of Secretary of State July 18, 1977. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 29 

Be It Resolved by the Legislative Assembly of the 
State of Oregon: 
Paragraph 1. Section 14, Article IV of the Consti-

tution of the State of Oregon, is amended to read: 
Sec. 14. The deliberations of each house, of [its] 

committees of each house or joint committees and 
of committees of the whole, shall be open. Each 
house shall adopt rules to implement the require-
ment of this section and the houses jointly shall 
adopt rules to implement the requirements of this 
section in any joint activity that the two houses 
may undertake. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 61 

Whereas geothermal resources present an eco-
nomical source of energy; and 

Whereas geothermal resources, if properly 
utilized, could be of great benefit to Oregon; and 

Whereas geothermal resources must be developed 
in a systematic and coordinated manner in order to 
maximize economic benefit and minimize possible 
damage to the environment; and 

Whereas there must be an ecologically safe and 
economically viable means of disposing of geothermal 
fluids; and 

Whereas the surface disposal of geothermal fluids 
is currently the subject of scientific inquiry; and 

Whereas the type of system used to dispose of 
geothermal fluids must be adapted to local geological 
and environmental conditions; and 

Whereas improper disposal of geothermal fluids 
may result in serious environmental detriment; and 

Whereas the State of Oregon presently does not 
have a policy on the regulation of geothermal fluid 
disposal; and 

Whereas there are presently at least four state 
agencies which have some involvement in the regula-
tion of geothermal resources; and 

Whereas a coordinated effort among these agen-
cies is necessary in order to assure proper regulation 
which best serves Oregon; now, therefore, 
Be It Resolved by the Legislative Assembly of the 

State of Oregon: 
The Water Resources Department, Department 

of Environmental Quality, State Department of 
Geology and Mineral Industries and Department of 
Energy are directed to make a cooperative and 
coordinated effort to establish a policy and, if neces-
sary, promulgate rules on the disposal of geothermal 
fluids. Any rules proposed as a result of this effort 
shall be sufficiently flexible to promote economically 
beneficial and environmentally safe use of geother-
mal resources. 

The directors of these agencies shall submit a 
joint report to the Sixtieth Legislative Assembly on 
the progress they have made toward this goal. The 
report may include a recommendation for new legisla-
tion. 

A copy of this resolution shall be transmitted 
to the Governor, the Water Resources Director, the 
Director of the Department of Environmenta' Quali-
ty, the State Geologist and the Director of the Depart-
ment of Energy. 

Filed in the office of Secretary of State July 18, 1977. 

Paragraph 2. The amendment proposed by this 
resolution shall be submitted to the people for their 
approval or rejection at the next regular election held 
throughout this state. 

Filed in the office of Secretary of State July 18, 1977.  

Be It Resolved by the Legislative Assembly of the 
State of Oregon: 
Paragraph 1. The Constitution of the State of 

Oregon is amended by creating a new Article to be 
known as Article XI-I and to read: 
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