MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN-UP SHEET

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk
***This form is a public record***

MEETING DATE: mé«}' 2/‘7/‘/ 206

AGENDA ITEM#__— OR NON-AGENDA SUBJECT:__

FOR: __— _ AGAINST: __ ——
NAME: L{E«)L‘»’rm% S\/,w Creut \Mx/ fﬂ@bewﬁwf’ WJ&D@

CONTACT INFORMATION (optlonal).

ADDRESS: —
CITY/STATE/ZIP:
PHONE: — E-MAIL: T

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:

1. Fill out this form and submit to the Board Clerk 15 minutes before meeting begins.

2. Comment for Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the Consent
Agenda.

3. Comment for Agenda items will be called during that item’s presentation, before the vote is
taken.

4. Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding Officer may re-
arrange the order of the agenda and the order in which testimony is given or ask Invited Guests
or Elected Officials to speak first.

5. When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state your
name for the record and speak into the microphone.

6. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed by the

Chair, who is the Presiding Officer.

A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time.

If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only one (1)

copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with the Board and

County Attorney after the meeting.

9. All meetings are audio and video recorded and captioned and can be viewed at
http://multnomah.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=3

10. The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions necessary for the
efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to comply with the Rules of

Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or required to leave and upon failure to

do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated accordingly. The Rules of Conduct are posted

and available in back of the room.

o~

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING ORAL
COMMENTS:
1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk at the
meeting, or by e-mail at: boardclerk@multco.us
2. Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official permanent record.
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Will Layng statement for Multhomah County Commission 5-24-18

Good morning Chair Kafoury and members of the Multnomah County Commission. My name is
Will Layng, I'm the Executive Director of Portland Jobs With Justice. Jobs With Justice is a
coalition of over one hundred community groups and local unions that supports worker rights
and quality public services by mobilizing the thousands of community members who have taken
the Jobs With Justice pledge to be there five times a year for another worker’s struggle.

| am here today to express our frustration and concern with the ongoing union busting and
waste of taxpayer resources at Multnomah County’s contractor, Volunteers of America. VOA
workers voted in September of 2016 by a margin of forty six to three to form their union with
AFSCME. During the organizing campaign and the eighteen months of contract negotiations
that followed, your contractor, Volunteers of America, spent thousands of dollars, taxpayer
money, in legal maneuvers, threats and intimidation of workers, and delaying tactics.

Now, even though both sides are very close to an agreement after so much waste and
disgusting union busting tactics from VOA, the employer refuses to agree to basic union
protections that are common in union agreements in the public and private sector in our state.

Workers at Volunteers of America do a great job taking care of people in a very difficult
transition time in their lives. Their work should be applauded and recognized for the important
public service that it is. Instead they are facing union busting and incredible delays from VOA
and CEO Kay Toran. It's no wonder that turnover at VOA is so high when leadership does not
listen and does not negotiate fairly.

We demand a fair contract now for VOA workers, | ask the County to step up and support front
line workers who do amazing work in very tough conditions. Please do everything in your power
to ensure that Kay Toran and Volunteers of America settle a fair contract now with their hard
working employees. Thank you for your time.
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