


Definitions of Poverty 



Types of Poverty 



 Poverty in Multnomah County 



Poverty in Multnomah County has 
Grown over the Past Two Decades 



Reasons for the Growth in Poverty 

Economic 

Decline in family 
wage jobs 

Unemployment & 
underemployment 

Safety Net 

Cuts to safety net 
programs 

Erosion of income 
subsidies 



Women 

The Demographics of Poverty Reveal 
Deep Disparities 

Immigrants and 
Refugees 

Single Parent 
Households 

Demographic groups that are over-represented  
in the county’s population in poverty: 

Children 

Persons with 
Disabilities 

Communities of 
Color 



Communities of Color 



Poverty in Multnomah County’s 
Communities of Color is Growing 



Single Parent Households 



Children 



Persons with Disabilities 



The Geography of Poverty in 
Multnomah County 











Inequities in Access to Opportunity 

Services 

Quality Education 

Food 

Parks 

Transit 

Sidewalks 

Family Wage Jobs 

Health 









Impacts of Poverty 

More than 15,000 people are homeless or 
doubled up in Multnomah County each night. 

17% of Multnomah County’s population is food 
insecure. 

The county’s high poverty areas have the highest 
mortality rates from cancer and heart disease. 

Growing up in poverty can have a life-long impact 
on children’s physical and mental health. 



Programs that Work 

Action for Prosperity 

Family Unification Program 

Homeless Benefit Recovery 

Family Independence Initiative 



A Framework to Address Poverty 

1. Eliminate Inequities 

2. Tailor Services 

3. Build Human Capital 

4. Invest in Children 

5. Address the Causes of Poverty 

6. Promote Collaboration 


