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RE: House District 38 Vacancy

Dear Commissioners,

I write to you to enthusiastically endorse the appointment of Lake Oswego City
Councilor Joe Buck to the House of Representatives for House District 38. Joe is an
extraordinaryvoice for progressive priorities here in Lake Oswego, and Oregonians will
be well served by his appointment to Salem.

Joe is not just the best choice among several good candidates for appointment to the
Legislature. He is almost the ideal candidate for the job. He has served our country in
the Coast Guard. He owns a thriving business that provides good-paying jobs. He has
served on the Lake Oswego City Council for the last three years, and has advocated for
Democratic values in a way that has earned him respect all around Lake Oswego.

Joe's election to the City Council deserves close examination. He ran for a council seat in
zor4 in a Lake Oswego that was politically much different than it is now. The Council
had shifted to the right a few years earlier, and the atmosphere was sometimes divisive
and acrimonious. Practically alone among Lake Oswego progressives, Joe stepped up in
2074. The result was resounding and widespread community support. In an offyear for
Democrats nationally, and as a political newcomer, Joe swept into office with a first-
place finish. He received almost a thousand more votes than his closest competitor, Jeff
Gudman, a well-known and popular incumbent. Joe is the only candidate for
appointment to this seat who can boast of such broad support from voters.
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With state elections right around the corner, Joe's ability to build consensus may well be
necessary. Last October, I hosted a HD 38 candidate forum at the Kruse Way Rotary
Club. (Although I am president of the Kruse Way Rotary Club, I write only for myself.)
The Republican candidate was received warmly and spoke eloquently about the dangers
of one party rule, and the need for PERS reform. Then-Representative Ann Lininger, by
contrast, was peppered with demanding questions about the two biggest issues at the
time: what was the Legislature going to do about the looming budget shortfall, and why
was she supporting a politically unpopular gross receipts tax? Representative Lininger
answered these questions with her trademark clarity and intellect. She may not have
converted any Republicans in the room, but she likely left at least a few with the
impression that she was the person best equipped to solve tough problems facing the
state. Joe has the same persuasive effect on people from all walks of life. Like
Representative Lininger, he is grounded in the district, and has strong relationships
with other small business owners, union leaders, and civic leaders. HD 38 needs a voice
like Representative Lininger's and like Joe's - someone who listens to all points of view,
with a heart that is big enough and a mind that is sharp enough to make tough
decisions. Joe will make an excellent legislator and will be a leader in Salem from the
moment he sets foot on the Capitol. The Commissions could not make a better choice.

Thankyou for your consideration and service to Multnomah and Clackamas County
voters. Please let me know if you have questions, or if there is anything further I can do.

Sincereþyours,

urdochL.M
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