BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

PROCLAMATION NO. 2014-124

Proclaiming October 2014 Domestic Violence Awareness Month in Multnomah County.

The Multnomah County Board of Commissioners Finds:

a.

Domestic violence is a complex and pervasive problem in our community. Serious domestic
violence affects one in four women and one in ten men in their lifetimes, which has significant
negative impacts on the safety, health, mental health and stability of victims. These negative
consequences harm individuals, families and communities.

One in 15 children witness domestic violence each year. National studies show that exposure
to domestic violence not only harms children, it also places them at risk of experiencing further
violence.

Domestic violence is a significant contributing factor to homelessness and housing instability.
Nearly 4 in 10 women who experience domestic violence will become homeless as a result of
domestic violence, and one in three will experience housing instability. Access to emergency
shelter and safe, stable housing are critical for survivors seeking to establish safety.

Multnomah County is a leader in addressing domestic violence through its public safety, health
and human services programs. Multnomah County is committed to promoting the safety, dignity
and self-determination of those who have been harmed by domestic violence, assuring the
wellbeing of children who have been impacted by domestic violence, and providing appropriate
intervention and accountability with domestic violence offenders.

The Multnomah County Board of Commissioners Proclaims:

1.

2.

October 2014 to be Domestic Violence Awareness Month in Multnomah County.

We urge all Multnomah County residents to take a stand against domestic violence by
supporting victims, holding perpetrators responsible, and promoting healthy, respectful
relationships.

ADOPTED this 16th day of October, 2014.

REVIEWED:

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
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- Deborah Kafoury, Chair |

JENNY M. MADKOUR, COUNTY ATTORNEY
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
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Jenny M. Madkour, County Attorney
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