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AGENDA OF 

OF THE MULTNONAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

FOR THE \v'EEK OF 

September 25 to 29, 1989 

Tuesday, September 26, 1989 - 9:30 AM - Informal Briefing .. Page 2 
Informal Meet 

s 

Thu 

, September 27, 1989-8:30 AM- Policy Developement 
Committee Meeting. . 
Blue Lake Park -
Lake House 

- Strateg Planning - Just s 

3 

September 28, 1989- 9:30 AM - Formal . . . . . . . 4 
Work Session 

, September 28, 1989- 1:30PM- Informal 4 

AN EQUAL OPPO"'TUNITY EMPLOYER 
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Tue September 26, 

Mult County Courthouse, Room 602 

INFORMAL 

1. Update of activit of tropol s Commiss - Bill 
Bulick 

2. Discussion concerning the County's role in Neighborhood 
Revitalization 

3. In 1 of 1 Agenda of September 28, 1989 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY WILL NOT BE 
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Thursday, September 28, 1989, 9:30 AM 

Multnomah County Courthouse, Room 602 

1 Agenda 

REGULAR AGENDA 

DEPARTt1ENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVIC 

R- 1 solution in matter of Proposal of Endorsing the Mt. 
Hood Parkway hnical and Citizen Advisory Committee 
Recommendation Concerning the Preferred Mt. Hood Parkway 
Corridor Connection I-84 and U.S. Hwy 26 

R- 2 In the matter of final application for a grant from Oregon 
Spec 1 Public Works Fund for fund a portion of the 
propo interchange improvement 223rd Avenue and 
Marine Drive 

DEPARTMENT OF GENEP~L SERVICES 

R- 3 

4 

Cont 

Budget Modification DGS #4 
Telephone Fund contingency 
purchase and install a new 
increase funds 
vo e mail for the HUB 

OF JUSTICE 

to trans 
to 1 
PBX for 
budg 
loc 

r $88,979 from 
Budget Equ 

the Mead Build 
for 

In the matter of ratification of an In 
Contract with C of Pol 
darkroom services 

WORK SESSION 

Discussion tion Issues 

ings of the Multnomah County Board of ss 
can be seen at lowing times: 

day , 1 0 : 0 0 Pr1 , 1 11 for s t s t s 
subscribers 
Friday, 6:00P.M., 1 27 ers ltnomah 
subscribers 
Saturday 12:00 PM, Channel 21 st Portl 

s sc rs 

to 

1 

are 

t 

t 
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Wednes 

B 

Agenda - Justice Services issues 

day, September 28, 1989 - 1:30 

INFORMAL BRIEFING 

1. Robert Wood Johnson Partne meet 
State Mental lth Division 

PUBLIC NOT BE TAKEN AT 

0500C.74-77 



1 

2 

4 

3 

1989 

- 3:30 PM 



DATE SUBMITTED -------

FOR PI.J\CEMENT 00 'IHE AGENDA 

Arts Commission 

9/26/89 9/28/89 

Bill Bulick 

state-

of 

(IF ADDITIONAL IS NEEDED, PLEASE USE 

ACI'ION LUA..IUL.•J.L 

INFORMATIOO OOLY PRELIMINARY APPROVAL POLICY DIRECI'ION APPROVAL 

INDICATE THE ESTIMATED TH1E NEEDED CN AGENI:lA 10-15 minutes 

PERSONNEL 

HEAD, ELECI'ED OFFICIAL, or COUNTY OOMMISSICNER: 

/ PERSONNEL -----------------t.---------------
COUNTY COUNSEL , Contracts ------------

OTHER 
--~~~~~~~~~~~----~~~--------------------------------

NOTE: If consent, s act 

) 



M E T R p L T A N A R T S M M s s 

ALBINA NEIGHBORHOOD MURAL DEMONSTRATION PROJECT 

SUMMER, 1989 

This summer a very exciting project began in N.E. Portland. Isaac 
Shamsud Din, a long-time resident, community activist, and high­
ly artist, spearheaded a Neighborhood mural project de 
signed to train and employ promising young artists, enhance the 
cityscape with wonderful murals, foster a sense of community pri 

aid in revitalization efforts in this troubled area of the 
city. The Metropolitan Arts Commission wholeheartedly endorsed and 

to administer this project. Support was quick to come 
forth from Mayor Clark, County Commissioners Gladys McCoy and 
Pauline Anderson, City Commissioner Mike Lindberg, Ron Herndon, and 
numerous other community leaders. A Task Force was also formed to 
gu and advise the project. Two murals are currently being 
pa and are scheduled to completed by mid-October. 

The Mural Project Staff: 
Isaac Shamsud n, Artistic Director 
V. Jean Vessup, Administrative Consultant 
Charlotte Lewis, staff artist 
Kathy Pennington, f artist 
Paul Odighizuwa, s f artist 
Dimitria Ford, youth apprent 
Jewell Stevens, youth apprentice 
Sean Strong, youth apprent 
Ngoc Jewell Wasson, youth apprentice 
Jalil Shamsud-Din, youth assistant 

The Task Force: 
Art Alexander, Commissioner Lindberg's office 
Liz Capps, Metropolitan Arts Commission 
Michael Grice, Portland Public Schools & Oregon Arts Commission 
Christ Poole, Metropolitan Arts Commisssion 

Funding: $30,000 
Multnomah County Percent for Art Funds 

Industry Council support for youth sts 

Project Headquarters: 
2909 N.E. Alberta 

Mural Sites: 
American Contractor Center, owned by 
4008 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
North and South sides of the building 

This project was designed as a summer demonstration project to be 
followed by a multi-year, independent program which will nuild upon 
the successes of these first murals and reach out to more artists, 
more youths, and more neighborhoods. Funding will come from a mix 
of public, corporate, and individual support. 

N 



Plans unveiled 
tor "Wvatf!ll1urals 
in 'N'E'firirtlsnd' 

'i 

By LEONE POPE 
of The Oregonian staff 

City aud i:ouuty officials 
auuouuced Tuesday a new Metro· 
politan 4rts .. CoDUDission· pr9ject 
which win spread t-wo :Iarge.ble 
murals on b~k building walls in 
North and Nortllea$tl>ortland. + 

The first mutai;'based on the . . . . . ,.. 'nleOr~aEGti1'Et· 
~Y~l8mef! ~~.· e ~:::; ~~e~ ·, Local artisfCharloae Lewis (tar left) akelchela poaslble layout design 

..,... ·for the flnt North-Northeast Albina mural. The project's other arlsta 
~g:a ~-~~~~!~~gJ~~ Paul Odlghlzuwa, Kathy Penningtoft and project creator Isaac Sham­
Blvd., wh.icb has already been sud-Din (far right) pencllln a portrait Of Martin Luther King Jr. 
primed for the project's start. 

rn~-A for th .... ..,.,.00 m··-1, at the with $5,000 coming from the Private crime in the neighborhoods . 
.r:..uum """"" w.cu Industry Council to pay the student "We kuow low self-esteem is at 

Raven Creamery, 3303 N.E. Martin salaries. The county has contributed the heart of many problems,'' said 
Luther King Jr. Blvc4st:l.ll are being about $25~000 to pay for other MultnOmah Couuty Commissioner 
developed. . . aspects of. the program, tncluding Pauline Anderson. "I am absolute­
. . City Co~o..-: Mike Lind· salaries for senior artists and leas- ly certain investing in this project 
berg s f~N ~}lfortheast. . ing a building to bouse the project. .twould pay .otf ~.· for 
Albina pll .•. Will~, .. · l$aac.~d·Dht.a local.m~st ~~Jails/' • .. .i~~r·.:ii·'. ,.: ";1.:_. 
vide~~for~~t-~.' ~who tui~at~dAlJ;ldrde ed;Jhe,, •· · ,tro

1 
~~!.:t w";;.. ~~on" "e ofn 

prtntfeel!l, \VfW will earn about $5 an project;'·Wfn be'one Of . senior JSI.&UWlW UV H 

hour for work after' School in the artists worldng on it. He said that he the e.pptehtices, said he believed the 
falL He said. the murals also i:auld hoped donations ,from private com- mutal's message would help direct 
be a tourist attraction and would munity sources would tund addi- neighborhood youths from crimes. 
assist in neighborhood revitalization tional murals. Strong and the other student art-
and beaUtification efforts; Supporters of the murals hope the ists were selected for the program on 
, · The murals are:, paintings will help instill communi- the basis of references lrt?.fi~ch- ! 
between $20~~d tJ; at\d ~ultqr,~;Pr}de and curtail .ers:, . , ... 1 :. 
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Al'tj s design mul'als tol' Albina 
By Brenda Thornton 

Shaw 
For Isaac Shamsud-Din, the 

truth about northeast Portland is 
on the wall. 

Or it will be come September 
when the Albina Neighborhood 
Murals Project completes its first 
phase. 

Artist Shamsud-Din first pro­
posed his vision for large-scale 
public art in north and northeast 
Portland more than a year ago. 
The idea was straightforward: 
Through murals on prominent 
local buildings, depict a sense of 
revitalized community pride while 
employing young artists from the 
ne~rhood. 
·. Execution of the project, how-
ever, proved far from simple. In the 
end, Shamsud-Din' s idea has re­
ceived backing from the city offices 
of Mayor Bud Clark and Commis­
sioner Mike Lindberg, Multnomah 
County commissioners Gladys Mc­
Coy and Pauline Anderson and the 
Metropolitan Arts Commission. 

For Shamsud-Din, the grindingly 
slow process was worth every mo­
ment, now that the project is on its 
way to reality. 

By mid-September, Shamsud-Din 
and his crew of artists and youth art­
ists plan to have completed execu­
~of two wall murals on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard. Designs 
for the works have yet to be re­
leased, but project coordinators say 
the subject likely will be the life and 
times of Martin Luther King Jr. 

One mural site will be located at 
the comer of Northeast Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 
Shaver on the wall of the American 
Contractor Center, 4008 NE Mar-

tin Luther King Blvd. A second site 
may be chosen at a later date, ac­
cording to Kathleen Johnson­
Kuhn, assistant to Lindberg. 

"The real driving force for me 
was living in this community," said 
Shamsud-Din. He was seated on 
the floor of the project's head­
quarters on Northeast Alberta. 
Furniture had yet to arrive. 

"Martin Luther King Jr. Boule­
vard has a bad reputation. I have a 
desire to work with other artists to 
change the face of things. Histori­
cally, that's one of the roles of art­
ists-to be a leader and change the 
shape of the environment." 

Portlanders living in other parts 
of the city view the "environment" 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Boule­
vard from a distance. It leers out of 
the front pages of The Oregonian, 
assuming a sinister aura of violence 
and chaos. 

But the people-the residents­
of northeast Portland see the area 
as a completely different beast. 
They call it a neighborhood. 

V.J. Vessup, administrative con­
sultant for the mural project, has 
lived in north/northeast Portland 
for 12 years. 

"I like living in northeast," Yes­
sup said, adding that she often gets 
questions from people about gang 
activity, drugs and shootings. 

"It's not like that," she said. "We 
need to get out there and let peo­
ple know. I hate to see that con­
stant negative thing being said 
about the north/northeast area­
often in terms of race." 

She freely conceded that the 
area does have "problems." The 
mural project, she said, is one way 
the concerned members of the 
community can peaceably combat 

I 

:.o;bllmJSUdi·Ulln and VJ. Veuup are working on the Albina 
Neighborhood Murals Project. 

the forces that threaten neighbor­
hood unity. 

Shamsud-Din agrees. A resident 
of north/northeast since 1956 and 
a graduate of Jefferson High 
School, Shamsud-Din wants to 
dispel the notion that commll)lity 
members are complacent about 
crime. 

"This is a strike that says to the 
gangs that we have other young 
people who are stronger than you 
are, who have a positive outlook, 
who want to leave a positive im­
pact," he said. 

With local artists Charlotte Lew­
is, Kathy Pennington and Paul 
Odighizuwa, Shamsud-Din intends 
to use the mural project not only as 

a community building venture but 
as a vehicle for training and em­
ploying young area artists. Six stu­
dent artists, ranging in age from 
junior high to recent college gradu­
ates, were selected to participate: 
Ngoc Jewel Wasson, Demetria Ford, 
Jewell Stevens, Sean Strong, Han­
nah Kim and Jalil Shamsud-Din. 

The young artists will benefit 
from hands-on experience and the 
opportunity to work with estab­
lished artists. 

Shamsud-Din regards the train­
ing component of the mural project 
as yet another aspect of the way 
artists can influence their environ­
ments. Through the support of suc­
cessful role models, the young art-

ists will be abla to see the functions 
of art as not only aesthetic but 
utilitarian. 

"We can provide ~r.vices that 
will both beautify and pay artists 
for doing work on a more consis­
tent basis," Shamsud-Din said. · 
"Our community's artists are often . 
less informed (about job opportuni­
ties)-they're not in the main­
stream. We can give them a place 
to meet-to share information and 
be able to compete for jobs. : 
. ··'.'Hopdully, we can ultimately be J 

the seed for a movement-a rrio\ltr. ~ 
ment that enables artists to earn a ·• 
living and affect the environment 
citywide and beyond." 

First, though, the project must 
confine its reach to two murals in 
1989. Then the Metropolitan Arts 
Commission will review the first 
phase-the demonstration pro;. 
ect-to evaluate the future scope of 
the project. 

In cities, such as San Francisco 
and Los Angeles, similar commUJli.. 
ty beautification and public art 
projects have had decidedly unifr 
ing impacts on various neighbor­
hoods. Incidents of vandalism de­
creased-community participation 
soared. 

If the Albina Neighborhood 
Mural Project brings the same 
results, city and county officials say 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boule 
could become far more noteworthy 
as a public forum for creative com­
munity involvement. 

The public art project is funded 
by Multnomah County and the dty 
of Portland. But private donatic)ns 
are still needed to fund the project. 
The Albina Neighborhood Murals 
Project is seeking monetary and 
material donations such as paint 
More information is available at 
284-8262. 



DATE SUBMITI'ED 9/21/89 

~EST FOR PLACEMENT CN '!HE AGmDA 

Subject: ,Neighborhood Revitalization 

Formal 

DEPARI'MENT Nondepartmental DIVISICN.___c_o_un_ty_c_h_a_ir_' s_o_ff_~_· c_e ____ _ 

CONTAcr:..... _ _....Me_r_l...,.i_n_R_e,...YI!.......,.ol_d...,.s _______ TELEPHON& 248-3308 

*NAME(s) PERSON MM<ING PRESENTATICN '!0 ~ Merlin Reynolds 
----------~------------------------

BRIEF SUMMARY Should include other alternatives explored, if applicable, and clear state­
ment of rationale for the action requested. 

Briefing and discussion concerning the County's role in Neighborhood Revitalization. 

(IF ADDITICNAL SPACE IS NEEDED, PLEASE USE REVERSE SIDE) 

AC!'ION RmUESTED: 

Q INFORMATICN ooLY 0 PRELIMINARY APProvAL D POLICY DIREcrioo 

PERSONNEL 

D FISCAL/BUOOETARY 

0 General Fund 

0 Other-------

SIGNATURES: 

DEPARrMENT HEAD, 

COUN'IY COUNSEL (Ordinances, Resolutions, Agreements, 

0 

NOI'E: If requesting unanimous consent, situation requiring emergency action on back. 

(8/84) 


