
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

RESOLUTION NO. 98-170

RELATING TO THE DISSOLUTION AND LIQUIDATION OF THE SECTION LINE
DRAINAGE DISTRICT (ORS 198.330 ET SEQ.)

The Multnomah County Board of County Commissioners finds:

(a) The Section Line Drainage District (District) owns two parcels of property in
the City of Gresham: TL 2100, Section 4CB, T1S, R3E, Multnomah County
(.18 acre) and TL 1100, Section 5DA, T1S, R3E, Multnomah County (.11
acre). (Exhibit A, map of District and deeds dated June 29, 1923, May 29,
1956 and March 22, 1965).

(b) The only other known asset of the District is the sum of $200 shown on the
registry of the United States District Court. This sum is the amount due the
District from funds paid by Northwest Pipeline Corporation in a condemnation
suit, Case No. CV '95-974-AS, for a pipeline easement through Tax Lot 1100.

(c) The District lies within the Fairview Creek Basin and was created prior to
1940 under the authority of ORS chapter 547 for the purpose of handling run­
off drainage water from surrounding rural farmland along Division and
Birdsdale Avenue (now 202nd).

(d) Multnomah County Assessment & Taxation records show the District is tax
exempt.

(e) Tax Supervising and Conservation Commission records show the last budget
on file for the District was for 1964.

(f) On August 20, 1968, and January 21, 1971, the District submitted written
requests to Multnomah County to investigate and consider formation of a
County Service District to assume the operation and maintenance of the
District. District board members Frank Battaglia, A. D. Ekstrom, D. W. Arnell
and Verl Shaull signed the second request.

(g) City of Gresham consent to the formation of a County Service District was
necessary because part of the District was within the city. The Gresham City
Council consented to formation of a County Service District on March 17,
1971.
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(h) Local municipalities considered formation of a regional improvement district.
It would have addressed surface drainage problems throughout the area
including Fairview Creek Basin and Johnson Creek Basin. Such a district
was not formed.

(i) The last known District action was a letter to Robert Nordlander, County of
Multnomah, dated October 7, 1972, from D. W. Arnell, Secretary of the
District.

U) In 1974 the City of Gresham annexed property that included the entire District
territory.

(k) The City of Gresham is now planning and designing a stormwater project for
the Fairview Creek Basin. The project will require channel improvements to
Fairview Creek involving the two parcels of property owned by the District.

(I) The City of Gresham on June 9, 1995 formally requested the dissolution of
the District and transfer of the property to the City.

(m)ln support of its request for dissolution and liquidation of the District, the City
of Gresham investigated the status of the District. There were no records of
the election of District board members or any District actions since the early
1970's. There was also no record that the District had been dissolved.

(n) Northwest Pipeline Corporation obtained an Order of Default against the
District on October 20, 1995, in its condemnation suit for a pipeline easement
over Tax Lot 1100 filed in the United States District Court for the District of
Oregon, Case No. CV '95-974-AS. On January 3, 1996, the Court entered a
Judgment in which just compensation for the condemned easement was
established at $200.00.

(o) The District has failed regularly to elect District board members in accordance
with ORS Chapter 547.

(p) ORS 198.330 et seq. authorizes the Board of Commissioners to initiate
dissolution procedures if a district has no elected board members and
dissolution is determined to be in the best interest of the people of the county.
The Board of Commissioners may act as a board of trustees on behalf of the
district in the absence of qualified district board members.

(q) This resolution containing the only known financial information about the
District shall be considered the financial statement required by ORS
198.355(1).
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(r) Plan for dissolution and liquidation:

(1) The Section Line Drainage District shall be dissolved and its assets
liquidated.

(2) The only known assets of the District are the sum of $200 held in the
United States District Court Registry and two parcels of property in the
City of Gresham: TL 2100, Section 4CB, T1S, R3E, Multnomah County
(.18 acre) and TL 1100, Section 5DA, T1S, R3E, Multnomah County (.18
acre). There are no known liabilities of the District.

(3) The Board of Commissioners will act as a board of trustees on behalf of
the District in the absence of qualified District board members and shall
publish notice of hearing on the dissolution and liquidation of the District in
the Daily Journal of Commerce, a newspaper of general circulation within
Multnomah County and designated by the Board of Commissioners for
legal publications.

(4) Upon entering an order of dissolution, the Board of Commissioners will file
an Order for Disbursement of Funds with the United States District Court
of the District of Oregon, Case No. CV '95-97 4-AS, directing that the $200
held in the Court Registry be disbursed to Multnomah County, and will
execute deeds transferring the District real property to the City of
Gresham.

THE MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RESOLVES:

1. It is in the best interest of the people of the Multnomah County that
the Section Line Drainage District is dissolved and its assets
liquidated.

2. The above findings of fact and plan for dissolution are approved.

3. A hearing on the question of District dissolution shall be set for
November 12, 1998 before the Board of Commissioners.

4. Notice of the hearing shall be published once a week for three
consecutive weeks in the Daily Journal of Commerce, a newspaper
of general circulation within the county, with the first publication on
October 23, 1998.

5. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Board of Commissioners may
approve an order dissolving the Section Line Drainage District,
authorizing an order be filed in the U.S. District Court, Case No.
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CV '95-974-AS, disbursing the sum of $200.00 to Multnomah
County, and authorizing the Chair to execute deeds transferring the
two parcels of property to the City of Gresham.

ADOPTED this 22nd day of October '1998.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

REVIEWED:

H:data/Sponsler/Resolutions/SectionLineDrainage
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KNOW ALL. MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, Th,,t ..JOSEPd ..HONG,..a single person; GEORGE

HONG,.a single per son ; FRAHK.HONG,,~f;.,l~I\/M~.PS.f.~on;Rtrrn .HONG,.a .single person; ...
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Beginning at the southeast corner of the John Barnes Donation Land Claim Yhich
point is on the section line bet:Yeen Sections 4 nnd 5, To\ltlohip l South,
Range 3 East of the Willamette Keridi~n, •unning thence Northerly tracing the
East line of said Dona!:ion Land Claim, 7.67 chains to the south line of
a certain piece of land sold by Stephen Roberts and wife to George Gruber;
thence Westerly tracing c:a.:.:!Southerly line 6 chsinR to .a point; thence
South 7.67 chains to the South line of saic John.Barnes Donation Land·Claim;
thenee Easterly tracing said South line 6 chains to the place of beginning.
Same being a part ~f the John Barnes Donation Land Claim, in the County
of Multnomah and S\atc ~f Oregon.
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