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ELECTED OFFICE SHOULD BE OPEN TO THOSE INTERESTED IN SERVING THE 

PEOPLE, WE DON'T REQUIRE THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO HAVE AUDITING 

EXPERIENCE. THE PRIMARY FUNCTION OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE IS THE 

SUPERVISION OF THE STATE AUDIT DIVISION1 WHICH CONDUCTS.AUDITS ON 

STATE AGENCIES. THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES FEW ELECTED AUDITORS 

HAVE YEARS OF TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE, IN ORDER FOR SUCH A DRASTIC 

MEASURE TO BE ACHIEVED1 EXTENSIVE PUBLIC DISCUSSION IS IN ORDER. 

THE EXTENT OF DISCUSSION HAS BEEN VERY LIMITED, THE SKILLS OF THE 

COUNTY AUDITOR'S POSITION IS WEll SUITED FOR SOMEONE WITH STRONG 

LEADERSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION SKILLS -- NOT SOMEONE WITH LIMITED 

TECHNICAL BACKGROUND. THE COUNTY AUDITOR MUST HAVE A STRONG 

UNDERSTANDING HOW COUNTY GOVERNMENT WORKS, 

SETTING EXTREME QUALIFICATIONS. F~R PEOPLE IN ELE~TED OFF~S HAS .. z!­

THE EFFECT TO DISCOURAG~P'fE"¥~ R~Fo!H;,;..y~~E orts' 1:~ 
COUNTY GOVERNMENT HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO INCREASE POLITICAL ,.tf'£ue. ~ -

PARTICIPATION1 NOT DISCOURAGE IT. MY PREDESSOR1 ANNE KELLY-FEENEY~~ 
#/ .il~~ee_ 

fS AN EXAMPLE OF A NON-TECHNICIAN WHO HAS PERFORMED ABLY FOR 

COUNTY. 

OUR SECRETARY OF STATE~ BARBARA ROBERTS~ IS NOT A PROFESSIONAl 

AUDITOR BY BACKGROUND1 B~T,1 SHE HAS DONE A FINE JOB OF MANAGING THE 

AUDIT FUNCTION FOR THE STATE OF OREGON. 



GOOD AFTERNOON, COMMISSIONERS. I AM GEORGENE BAILEY, DEPUTY 

AUDITOR FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY. I NEITHER SUPPORT NOR OPPOSE THE 

MEASURE BEFORE YOU; HOWEVER, I DO WANT TO MAKE TWO POINTS THAT I 

BELIEVE YOU SHOULD CONSIDER IN MAKING YOUR DECISION. 

(1) THE PRIMARY FUNCTION OF THE COUNTY AUDITOR'S OFFICE IS 

THE CONDUCT OF PERFORMANCE AUDITS. LITTLE IN THE EDUCATION, 

EXPERIENCE, AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS FOR EITHER THE CERTIFIED 

INTERNAL AUDITOR OR THE CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT DIRECTLY RELATE 

TO THE KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND EXPERIENCE NECESSARY FOR DOING AND 

DIRECTING EFFECTIVE PERFORMANCE AUDITS. IN FACT, THE STANDARDS FQR 

AUtll'.t' OF GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, PROGRAMS, ACTlVI'.t'IES, AHD 

EUNC'.t'lONS (COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS THE "YELLOW BOOK") REQUIRES A 

KNOWLEDGE OF METHODS AND TECHNIQUES APPLICABLE TO GOVERNMENT 

AUDITING. • • AND SKILLS APPROPRIATE FOR THE AUDIT WORK BEING 

CONDUCTED. UNDER THE STANDARDS, A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

WOULD BE REQUIRED ONLY IF THE AUDITOR'S OFFICE WERE TO EXPRESS AN 

OPINION ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS. 

(2) LIMITING ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES TO ONLY PERSONS WHO ARE 

CERTIFIED LOCKS OUT ~~L 'POTENTIAL CANDIDATES WHO HAVE DIRECT 

EXPERIENCE IN CONDUCTING AND DIRECTING PERFORMANCE AUDITS AND WHO 

ARE EFFECTIVE MANAGERS. I OFFER TWO EXAMPLES: I HAVE BEEN 

CONDUCTING AND SUPERVISING PERFORMANCE AUDITS SINCE 1975. THIS 

ORDINANCE WOULD PRECLUDE MY SERVING AS COUNTY AUDITOR IF ELECTED, 

UNLESS I TOOK AND PASSED ONE OF THE TWO EXAMINATIONS AND RECEIVED 



CERTIFICATION FROM THE APPROPRIATE BOARD. HOWEVER, I SUBMIT TO 

YOU, MY VALUE TO THE COUNTY WOULD NOT BE BECAUSE OF MY PASSING AN 

EXAM AND BEING CERTIFIED; IT WOULD SPRING FROM MY 13 YEARS' 

EXPERIENCE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN PERFORMANCE AUDITS. 

TO GIVE YOU ANOTHER EXAMPLE: IN 1980, THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DECIDED THAT CERTIFICATION WAS ~ REQUIRED OF A PERSON TO 

COMPETENTLY FILL THE POSITION OF AUDITOR-GENERAL. ALTHOUGH STATE 

LAW, IN 1979, MANDATED THAT THE AUDITOR GENERAL BE A CERTIFIED 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT, THE LEGISLATURE ELIMINATED THAT REQUIREMENT IN 

1980. THE INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS HEADED THAT AGENCY FOR THE LAST 8 

YEARS, ALTHOUGH HE IS NEITHER A CPA NOR CIA, IS, NONETHELESS, 

RECOGNIZED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AS AN AUTHORITY AND EFFECTIVE 

LEADER OF A HIGHLY REGARDED AUDIT AGENCY. IN FACT, HE PLAYED A 

PREDOMINANT ROLE IN DEVELOPING AND CLARIFYING THE SINGLE AUDIT ACT 

OF 1984. UNDER THIS PROPOSED ORDINANCE, THAT INDIVIDUAL WOULD BE 

PRECLUDED FROM SERVING AS THE COUNTY AUDITOR IN MULTNOMAH COUNTY. 

I SUBMIT THESE POINTS FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. THANK YOU. 
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