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Agenda Title: Proclamation Recognizing Worlds AIDS Day on December 1, 2017 in 
Multnomah County, Oregon 

 

Requested Date: November 30, 2017 
 

Time Needed: 20 Minutes 

Department/Division: 
Non-Departmental 

Contacts: Callie Love, Policy Advisor, 
Commissioner Loretta Smith 

Phone: 
503-988-5219 EXT. 89451 

Email: Callie.love@multco.us 

Presenters: Tyler TerMeer, Executive Director at Cascade AIDS Project and others from the 
organization  

 

General Information: 
 
1. What are you requesting from the Board?  
 

Adopting a proclamation honoring December 1, 2017, as World AIDS Day in Multnomah 
County, Oregon 

  
2. Please provide sufficient background information for the Board and the public to 
understand this issue. Please note which Program Offer(s) this action affects and how it 
impacts the results. 
 

More than 30 years ago, the first known cases of HIV/AIDS set off an epidemic in the United 
States characterized by fear, ignorance and stigma. What followed has been an extraordinary 
battle against HIV - one that Multnomah County has proudly helped to lead. However, much 
work remains to be done. Today on World AIDS Day, we come together to remember those 
lives who have been lost to HIV/AIDS, to celebrate the many successes related to treating 
and preventing HIV, and to rededicate ourselves to the goal of an AIDS-free generation.  
 



The 2017 US World AIDS Day theme is “Increasing Impact through Transparency, 
Accountability, and Partnerships.” Multnomah County supports this theme through our 
continued commitment to implement the National HIV/AIDS strategy in communities we serve. 
 
Today, more people are receiving life-saving treatment for HIV than ever before, and millions 
of new HIV infections have been prevented. Still, more than 36 million people around the 
world live with HIV – with over 2 million new infections every year. Multnomah County has 
much at stake – more than half of the people diagnosed with HIV in Oregon reside in our 
County. 
 
Multnomah County has collaborated with community organizations for over 25 years to bring 
testing services to Oregonians. World AIDS Day seeks to raise awareness on the importance 
of testing as a means to prevention.  
 
Proven tools have helped maintain low levels of new HIV infection in Oregon. We support 
Oregonians at high risk of contracting HIV having access to a daily pill to prevent HIV, called 
PrEP. 
 
With HIV treatment, people are living longer, healthier lives. HIV positive people who take 
daily HIV treatment, as prescribed, and maintain undetectable viral loads, have effectively no 
risk of sexually transmitting HIV to their partners. We must focus our efforts on increasing 
access to care and improving support services to help HIV positive Oregonians get and stay 
in care. 
 
In light of the continued importance of public awareness of the epidemic, the Multnomah 
County Board of Commissioners Proclaims December 1, 2017 as World AIDS Day in 
Multnomah County.  

 
3.  Explain the fiscal impact (current year and ongoing). 
 

None 

 
4.  Explain any legal and/or policy issues involved.  
 

None 

 
5.  Explain any citizen and/or other government participation that has or will take place.  
 

Throughout the year, multiple County departments, community organizations, and volunteers 
partner together to fulfill the commitment to provide education and improved access to 
HIV/AIDS testing and services.  
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