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Dec. 21, 2011 
 
To the Multnomah County Commission: 
 
As small business owners, the Multnomah County Library System has been instrumental 
to our success, and we urge the commission to take a strong stand and create a stable and 
adequate funding mechanism to continue operating the library at nothing less than current 
service levels. 
 
The library has been a source of inspiration, research and professional development for 
our small business, Barista Magazine, which we started eight years ago. And we support 
the library and its mission fully. 
 
In fact it's because of institutions like the Multnomah County Library that made us decide 
to base our business in Portland, and it's one of the facets of our community which makes 
Portland such a terrific place to live. 
 
But the library is about more than us. It's about our whole community, especially in 
difficult economic times, the library's mission and service have never been more 
important. At our local branch, nearly every day there are classes for immigrants to learn 
and practice English, teenagers can play games and learn skills, children have story time 
and craft classes, job seekers find helpful resources, computers and wi-fi. Across the 
spectrum, the Multnomah Country Library helps us build a stronger community for our 
neighbors, our business and ourselves. 
 
We urge you to continue supporting one of the defining characteristics of Portland: our 
belief in our city, county and community, and our willingness to invest in each other and 
the future. Create a stable funding mechanism now to be voted on by the citizens of 
Multnomah County this spring, so that we can maintain current service levels and so that 
our world-class library can keep serving all of us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sarah D. Allen    Kenneth R. Olson 
Editor/Owner    Publisher/Owner 
Barista Magazine   Barista Magazine 

 


