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Dear Commissioners,

My name is Katharine Yablonsky, I am the SUN Community School Coordinator at HB
Lee Middle School. I am writing to express my deep concerns about the proposed cut to
programs that protect and support our children. The proposed cut to the Gang Prevention
Network mean that hundreds of gang affected youth throughout Multnomah County will
not have access to prevention services and support that would help them stay in school,
increase pro-social and employment skills, referrals to mental health, mentoring and
services that detour them from entering the juvenile justice system.

The proposed cut will not just have an impact on the youth receiving the services, but
also on the community as a whole. The Gang Prevention Network's services currently
helps keep hundreds of gang affected youth from committing crimes in our
neighborhoods by helping them return to school and get connected to employment
programs. Many parents will also be left without support from programs that help them
understand and reconnect with their youth; increasing the number of unhealthy families
in our communities.

Here at HB Lee Middle School, the students greatly benefit from the gang prevention
services. As a part of our SUN Community School, several Gang Prevention Specialists
from EI Programa Hispano lead mentoring groups and provide special opportunities for
the students. The support the students receive through these services is essential to their
healthy development. The mentors provide healthy role models for the students, as well
as educate them on the risks of the gang life. The community at HB Lee would be greatly
impacted and very devastated to lose the Gang Prevention services. I strongly support the
retention of this valuable program.

I understand that balancing the budget this year is a great challenge, but I urge you to
continue to support the funding for the Gang Prevention Services.

Thank you for considering my concerns and suggestions.

Sincerely,
Katharine Yablonsky
Metropolitan Family Service
HB Lee Middle School
(503)706-2834
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