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JULY 30, 1998
BOARD MEETING

FASTLOOK AGENDA ITEMS OF
INTEREST

2 | 9:00 am Multhomah County Charter
Review Committee Report

3 9:30 am Employee Service Awards for
5 to 35 Years of Service

4 | 11:00 am Continued Hearing and
Decision on Land Use Appeal

4 | 11:15 am Ad Hoc Committee Plan
and Recommendations Regarding
Support and Services for Downtown
Homeless Youth

4 | 1:30 pm Consultant Findings and
Recommendations on Handling Local
Control (SB 1145) Felons

Check the County Web Site:
* http:/ /www.multnomabh.lib.or.us

Thursday meetings of the Multnomah County

‘Board of Commissioners are cable-cast live and

taped and may be seen by Cable subscribers in
Multnomah County at the following times:

Friday, 10:00 PM, Channel 30
Sunday, 1:00 PM, Channel 30
Produced through Multhomah Community
Television
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Thursday, July 30, 1998 - 9:00 AM
Multnomah County Courthouse, Boardroom 602
1021 SW Fourth Avenue, Portland

BOARD BRIEFING

Report of the Multnomah County Charter Review Committee, Including
Committee Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations: Ten Ballot
Measures for November 3, 1998 Election. Presented by Nita Brueggeman,
Deirdre Molander and Other Committee Members. 30 MINUTES
REQUESTED. '

Thursday, July 30, 1998 - 9:30 AM
Multnomah County Courthouse, Boardroom 602
1021 SW Fourth Avenue, Portland

REGULAR MEETING

CONSENT CALENDAR

DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE AND ADULT COMMUNITY JUSTICE

C-1

C-2

Renewal of Intergovernmental Agreement 700029 with Portland School
District #1 and Multnomah Education Service District for Operatlon of the
Turnaround Alternative School Program

Amendment 1 to Intergovernmental Agreement 700668 with Multnomah
Education Service District Funding the Student Retention Project in the
Centennial and Reynolds School District Attendance Areas

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

C-3

MC 6-98  Report the Hearings Officer Decision Upholding the Planning
Director’s Decision to Deny a Building Permit for a Replacement Dwelling in
the Exclusive Farm Use District on Property Located at 20537 NW SAUVIE
ISLAND ROAD, PORTLAND

REGULAR AGENDA




PUBLIC COMMENT

R-1 Opportunity for Public Comment on Non-Agenda Matters. Testimony
Limited to Three Minutes Per Person.

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPORT SERVICES

R-2 Presentation of Employee Service Awards Honoring Multnomah County
- Employees with 5 to-35 Years of Service

R-3 RESOLUTION Authorizing Approval to Spend $25,000 to Evaluate the
Caring Community Initiative

R-4 Budget Modification DSS 99-01 Transferring $100,000 from Professional
Services in the Budget and Quality Division to the Health Department,
Planning and Development Division to Cover Evaluation of the Student
Retention Initiative |

DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE AND ADULT COMMUNITY JUSTICE

R-5 Intergovernmental Agreement 700788 with Portland School District #1
Funding Three Family Resource Center. Staff Positions Serving Youth and
their Families in the Grant/Madison and Marshall Attendance Areas

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

R-6 Notice of Intent to Respond to a Request for Proposals from the Public
Health Service, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry to Fund
a Pilot Program of Public Health Interventions Around Brownfields
Properties

R-7 Notice of Intent to Respond to a Request for Proposals from the U.S.
Department of Education, Safe and Drug-Free Schools Program to Develop
and Evaluate New Approaches to Creating Safe and Orderly Learning
Environments in Schools

NON-DEPARTMENTAL

R-8 Third Reading of an ORDINANCE Amendmg MCC 7.201 Relating to the
Office of County Counsel



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

R-9

CU 4-93/HV 7-98 Continued De Novo Hearing and Board Decision
Regarding an Appeal of the Hearings Officer Decision Approving CU 4-98
HV 7-98 with Modifications to Condition Number Three to Require
Applicant to Comply with Private Road Standards of MCC 11.15.2074(D)
on Property Located at 32152 SE STEVENS ROAD, PORTLAND

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND FAMILY SERVICES

R-10

R-11

R-12

Notice of Intent to Apply for Funding for School-to-Work, Urban/Rural
Opportunities Grant from the U.S. Department of Labor and the U.S.
Department of Education for Funding to Empowerment Zones/Enterprise
Communities for the Enhancement of School-to-Work Activities

Notice of Intent to Apply for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development Stewart B. McKinney Act/Continuum of Care Supportive
Housing Program Funds for Services to Homeless Families, Singles, Youth,
and Households Homeless Due to Domestic Violence

RESOLUTION Accepting Plan and Recommendations of the Ad Hoc
Committee on Downtown Portland Homeless Youth Services

COMMISSIONER COMMENT

R-13

Opportunity for Commissioners to Provide Informational Comments to Board
and Public on Non-Agenda Items of Interest.

Thursday, July 30, 1998 - 1:30 PM
Multnomah County Courthouse, Boardroom 602
1021 SW Fourth Avenue, Portland

BOARD BRIEFING

 Consultant Findings and Recommendations on Alternative Ways for

Multnomah County to Handle the Population of Local Control (SB 1145)
Felons. Presented by David Bennett.- 1.5 HOURS REQUESTED.



Portland Building
1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue, Suite 1500
Portland, Oregon 97204
(503) 248-5213
E-Mail: sharron.e.KELLEY @co.multnomah.or.us

SHARRON KELLEY
Multnomah County Commissioner
District 4

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chair Beverly Stein
Commissioner Diane Linn
Commissioner Gary Hansen

Commissioner Lisa Naito
Board Clerk Deb Bogstad

FROM: Debra Erickson
Staff to Commissioner Sharron Kelley

DATE: June 16, 1998

RE: Board Meeting Absences

Commissioner Kelley will not be able to attend the Board meeting on July 30,1998
as she will be on vacation from July 27 to July 31, 1998.
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‘ - MEETING DATE: WUL 301998
AGENDA NO: -1
' ESTIMATED START TIME- 00

(Above Space for Board Clerk's Use ONLY)

AGENDA PLACEMENT FORM

SUBJECT: Presentation of Charter Review Committee Report

BOARD BRIEFING: DATE REQUESTED:

REQUESTED BY:

AMOUNT OF TIME NEEDED:
REGULAR MEETING: DATE REQUESTED; July 30. 1998

AMOUNT OF TIME NEEDED: _30 minutes

NOND
DEPARTMENT: DSS DIVISION: __County Counsel

CONTACT._Thomas Sponsler = TELEPHONE #:248-3138 x 22834
BLDG/ROOM #:106/1530

PERSON(S) MAKING PRESENTATION;_CRC Chair, Nita Brueggeman, Vice Chair, Deirdre
Molander and Committee Members

ACTION REQUESTED:
[ ] INFORMATIONAL ONLY [ ]POLICY DIRECTION [ JAPPROVAL [x]OTHER

SUGGESTED AGENDA TITLE:

Presentation of Charter Review Committee’s final report containing committee’s findings,
conclusions and recommendations: 10 ballot measures for November 3 election.

220 g6

S5€ H

(OR)
DEPARTMENT
MANAGER;

ALL ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS MUST HAVE REQUIRED SIGNATURES

Any Questions: Call the Board Clerk @ 248-3277

2197



 REPORT OF THE

IM[U[]LTN(O)M[A]H[ COUNTY

CHARTER REVIEW
COMMITTIERE

JULY 30, 1998



CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE
MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

MEMBERS

Nita Brueggeman, Chair John Lewis
Deirdre Molander, Vice Chair Robert A. Neibert
Sandra J. Cover : Lou Savage
Patrick F. Donaldson ' Robert H. Slyter
John Fyre . Ny Frank A. Windust, Jr.
Donald W. Green, Il Marvin Woidyla
David J. Hunnicutt . st _ Jim Worthingon

July 30, 1998

Board of Commissioners
Multnomah County

1120 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 1515
Portland, Oregon 97204

Dear Commissioners:

Attached is the report to the people and to the Board of County Commissioners required
by Multnomah County Home Rule Charter section 12.60. The report contains the
Committee’s findings, conclusions and recommendations including proposed
amendments to the Charter.

The Committee began its work in September 1997 and held 23 public meetings. It made
a comprehensive study of each section of the charter. It held public hearings in each
commission district. Its record includes detailed minutes and other materials that have
been filed with the Clerk of the Board. The Committee recommends ten ballot measures
proposing amendments to the Charter.

The Committee thoroughly reviewed the current structure and future needs of the
County. It offers this report to further the best interests of the people and government of
Multnomah County.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

Nita Bmeggeﬁfn, Chair / v
Enclosure (1) | »
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PART I

FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS

AND

RECOMMENDATIONS



CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

Committee Findings:

1.

-The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 3.75 that

creates an office of citizen involvement.

A Charter Review Committee has not comprehensively examined section
3.75 since Multnomah County voters adopted the section in 1984.

The Committee considered and studied each word of section 3.75. It
heard testimony from members and staff of the Citizen Involvement
Committee at three different Charter Committee meetings.

The Committee determined that most city and county home rule charters -
do not contain citizen involvement provisions, but instead use more
flexible citizen involvement ordinances.

The Committee examined the comprehensive county citizen involvement
ordinance and processes. ‘

The Committee considered possible amendments to the section and also
considered repeal of the section as no longer necessary. -

Committee Conclusions:

1.

Citizen involvement is an important part of county government structure
and operations. It is required and encouraged by state law and county
ordinances.

The citizen involvement section of the Charter is probably unnecessary,
but serves as a symbol and underlying support for county citizen
involvement activities. .

Committee Recommendations:

1.

Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 3.75 at the November
3, 1998 general election.

The next Charter Review Committee should reexamine the section and
determine if the citizen involvement provision still needs to remain in the
Charter.



SALARY COMMISSION

Committee Findings:

1.

The Multhomah County Home 'Rule Charter contains section 4.30 that
relates to the compensation of the Chair and County Commissioners, and
creates a salary commission.

Section 4.30 was adopted by Multnomah County voters 1982, and amended

- by the voters in 1984, 1986, 1989 and 1990.

The Committee considered and studied each word of section 4.30. The
Salary Commission proposed a Charter amendment to make its salary
recommendations to the Board of Commissioners mandatory. The
Committee heard testimony from Salary Commission members and the
Auditor.

The Committee determined that most other home rule county charters
provide the non-commissioner members of county budget committees set
the commissioner salaries. No other county has a salary commission.

- The Committee studied the Salary Commission recommendation and

considered various options and word changes. ,

Committee Conclusions:

1.

The Salary Commission serves an important and difficult function in county
government: helping to determine salaries for elected officials.

2. The Salary Commission section of the Charter should not be amended at this

time, but serves should be studied again by the next Charter Review
Committee to see how salary recommendations are implements.

Committee Recommendations:

1.

Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 4.30 at the November 3,
1998 general election. .

The next Charter Review Committee should reexamine the section and
determine if the role of the Salary Commission needs to be changed.

,'.‘% ¢



ELECTED SHERIFF

Committee Findings:

1.

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 6.50(1) that
provides for an elected sheriff for the function prescribed by state law and
sole administration of all county jails and correctional institutions. -

Multnomah County voters adopted section 6.50(1) in 1982.
The Committee considered and studied each word of section 6.50(1). The

Auditor proposed a Charter amendment to make the Sheriff appointed as are
other department directors. The Committee heard testimony from the Auditor,

two County Commissioners and the Sheriff.

The Committee determined that the sheriffs of the other 35 counties are all
elected. Not all sheriffs have administrative authority over county jails and
other correctional facilities.

. The Sheriff's responsibilities for jails have increased over the years and the

Sheriff's law enforcement responsibilities have decreased.

The Committee considered and weighed the advantages and disadvantagés
of changing the Sheriff from an elective to an appointive position.

Committee Conclusions:

1.

2.

It is important to the county and the criminal justice system for the Sheriff to
be an elected official. :

The Sheriff section of the Charter éhould not be amended at this t‘ime.

Committee Recommendation:

‘Propose no Charter amendment relating to sectlon 6. 50(1) at the November 3,

1998 general election.



MEASURE A
OUTDATED PROVISIONS

Committee Findings:

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter has been in effect since January
1, 1967. It originally had 56 sections. The present Charter has 64 sections.

+'=0ver the years the Charter has been amended 32 times; 57 sections have:

been changed, many of them several times. Twelve new sections have been
added (3.11, 3.15, 3.75, 6.50, 11.15, 12.30, 12.40, 12.50, 12.60, 12.70, 13.15
& 13.25) and four original sections have been repealed (3.80, 6.30, 6.40 &
13.30).

2. There has not been a comprehensive review of the Charter since it was
adopted the voters of Multnomah County.

3. The Committee considered and studied the words of each Charter section.
Some Charter provisions are outdated and no longer applicable to county
government organization or function.

Committee Conclusions:

1. Many sections and parts of sections can be repealed without making any
substantive change to county government structure or operations.

2. Nine Charter sections should be amended to delete outdated provisions, and
another nine sections should be repealed as no longer necessary or useful.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah

County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure A, Outdated

Provisions.

Amends sections 3.10, v3.50, 4.10,4.30, 6.10, 6.20, 6.50, 7.10, and 8.10.

Repeals sections 3.11, 11.10, 13.10, 13.15, 13.20, 13.25, 13.40, 13.50, 13.60.

$ i i



MEASURE B
SERVICE DISTRICTS

Committee Findings:

1.

1.

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter has been in effect since
January 1, 1967. Sections 9.10, 9.20, and 9.30 were part of the original
Charter. Over the years:the Charter _has been amended 32 times, but
these sections have never been changed.

These sections do not add to the legal authority given counties by Oregon
Revised Statutes, Chapter 451, County Service Facilities.

Subsection (2) of section 9.20 may impose a theoretical limitation on

~ county legal authority to provide water or fire protection in territory where

that service is furnished by a special district. This is not a practical
limitation because the county has not provided water or fire services and
does not anticipate providing such services.

Committee Conclusions: { .

Sections 9.10, 9.20 and 9.30 can be repealed without making any
substantive change to county structure or operations.

The repeal of these sections may increase county legal authorlty to the
authority granted by state law.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure B, Service
Districts.



MEASURE C -
CHARTER COMMITTEE

Committee Findings:

1. Sections relating to the Charter Review Committee were added to the
Muitnomah County Home Rule Charter at the November 8, 1977 election.

-=Section 12.40 was amended at the November 7, 1978 election to make: :

appointments from senatorial districts with a majority of county voters, and
require appointments by June 30, 1983. Section 12.40 was amended
again at the November 6, 1984 election to permit one member from each
senatorial district with less than a majority of county voters, and require
appointments by June 30, 1989. At the November 6, 1990 election,
section 12.40 was amended to required appointments by June 30, 1997.

2. The Charter does not provide for a future Charter Review Committee.

3. Charter review is a valuable process for ensuring that the Charter provides
an effective structure for county government.

4. A-six-year interval between Charter reviews provides an optimal bélance
between adaptability and stability in county government.

5.  The next committee should review the section 4.30 process for adjusting
compensation for county commissioners and the work of the salary
commission and section 12.40(4) to determine eligibility of elected officials
and county employees to serve on the committee.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter should be formally reviewed and a report issued to the people and
the Board of County Commissioners prior to the primary or general elections
every six years beginning in 2004. Committee appointments should be made by
August 30 rather than June 30 to permit members of the legislature to make
appointments after legislative sessions end.

Committee Recommendation:
Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah

County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure C, Charter
Review Committee. '

;,,.
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MEASURE D
'APPORTIONMENT

Committee Findings:

1.

This section relating to apportionment of commissioner districts was
added to the Muitnomah county Home Rule Charter at the November 7,
1978 election. The section: was amended at the November 6, 1984
election to change the date for the population determination to August 1 of
the year of the official release of the federal decennial census.

Since the section was adopted, the trigger for reapportionment because of
population differences between commissioner districts has been when any
district is more than 115 percent of the population of any other district.

Since the section was adopted, the limit has been to modify commissioner
district boundaries so that the population of no district is more than 110
percent the population of any other district.

The use of computers now permits the auditor to determine population
among commissioner districts much more accurately than was previously
possible.

Committee Conclusions:

1.

The 115% trigger for redistricting commissioner districts is far too high. A
reasonable trigger is now 103%.

The 110% limit far exceeds what can and should be achieved. A
reasonable Iim_it is now 102%.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following Charter amendment to the people of Multnhomah County at
the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure D, Apportionment of
commissioner districts.




MEASURE E
INTERIM COMMISSIONER

Committee Findings:

1. When there is a vacancy in the office of Chair, Sheriff or Auditor, the
charter allows designation of an interim occupant of the office. Subsection

(3)- was added to section 4.50 at the March 28, 1989 election for this: - = --

purpose.

2. These provisions for interim appointment dos not apply to the office of
' Commissioner.

3. Vacancies in the office of Commissioner can maké it difficult for the Board
of County Commissioners to have a quorum to conduct county business.

4. County services and programs suffer if the Board is unable to meet
.because of vacancies in the office of. Commissioner.

Committee Conclusion: .

The Charter should be amended to allow for the designation of an interim

Commissioner to serve until the office is filled by election or appointment.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following proposed amendment of Charter section 4.50(3) to the

people of Multhomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot
Measure E, Interim Commissioner.



'MEASURE F
TERM LIMITS

Committee Findings:

1. At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(4)
which restricts service to two full consecutive four-year terms in any one
county elective office in any 12-year period. =%

2. The two-term limit prohibits voters from deciding whether or not to retain a
county elected official by preventing incumbents from eing eligible for further
service.

3. Very few other \county or city governments have adopted term limits.

4. The current limitation deprives the public of desirable experience and
expertise in county government by forcing elected officials from office without
a vote. '

- Committee Conclusion: ' .

The Charter provision restricting elected officials to two terms should be

repealed.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(4) to the people

of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure
F, Term Limits. '

10



1.

~ MEASURE G
MID-TERM RESIGNATION

‘Commiittee Findings:

At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(5) that
prohibits a county elected official from running for another elective office in
mid-term:-- -

If a county official files for another office the Charter declares it the same as a
resignation. Only in the last year of a term may an official file for another
office without it being treated as a resignation.

No other Oregon county or city g‘dvernment treats filing for another office as a
resignation.

The current rule is unfair because officials of some county elected offices are
affected more than other county officials depending on the years of their
terms.

The current rule deprives the pubhc of desirable experience and expertise in
county government by forcing elected officials from office before the end of
their terms.

The current rule creates vacancies in elected offices and results in more
elections to fill offices.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter provision requiring elected officials to resign if they file for another
office should be repealed.

Committee Rec_ommendation:

Submission of the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(5) to the
people of Multhomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot
Measure No. G, Term Limits.

11



MEASURE H
LOBBYIST

Committee Findings:

1.

At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter éection 6.50(3) that
prohibits the county from employing or hiring a paid lobbyist.

This bars the county from having a full-time advocate to promote the county s
interests at the state legislature in Salem: « -

For many purposes the county is an agent of the state. State law gove'rns
inany county services. A big portion of the county budget is controlled by the
state legislature.

No other Oregon county or city charter contains a lobbyist prohibition; other
counties and cities have lobbyists to advocate their interests in Salem. '

The current rule is unfair to county citizens because their interests cannot be
represented at the legislature as well as the interests of citizens of other
counties and cities.

In the 16 years since the lobbyist prohibition was added to the Charter, county
services and funding have become more closely tied to state law.

The current rule deprives the legislature of necessary and important
information and expertise about county services and government.

. The current rule requires county volunteers and elected officials to attempt to

serve as legislative advocates for the county.

County volunteers and elected officials, and state legislators from the county
do not have the time, resources or expertise to act as county lobbyists.

Committee Conclusion:

The Chartér provision prohibiting employment of a paid lobbyist should be
repealed.

Committee Recommendation:

Submission of the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(3) to the
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot
Measure H, Lobbyist.

12



MEASURE |
AUDITOR

Committee Findings:

1. The voters added Charter section 8.10, Auditor, at the November 6, 1984 -
: election. The section was amended at the March 28, 1989 election.

2. -This section creates the office of county auditor and provides for an electlon
. every four years. .

3. The section now states that the auditor shall conduct “internal” audits.

4. In accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards, the
auditor actually conducts “performance” audits.

5. The auditor sometimes conducts other activities such :as collection of
performance data through citizen surveys or operational reviews of county
offices. :

6. County citizens will be better served if the Charter authorizes the auditor to
conduct studies to measure or improve county performance, as well as
audits.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter section relating to the auditor should be amended to strengthen the
auditor’s role within the county.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit to the people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general
election a measure amending Charter section 8.10, Ballot Measure |, Auditor.

13



MEASURE J
INSTANT RUNOFF AUTHORITY

Committee Findings:

1. Charter sections 4.50 and 11.15 now provide that if no candidate receives a
majority of the votes cast in a primary election, then the two candidates
receiving the most votes have run-off election. C

2. These current election process works well when there are two or three
candidates for a county office, but work less well when there are more
candidates. :

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter should be amended to allow for the Board of County Commissioners
to by ordinance adopt another process for electing candidates.

Committee Recommendations: .
1. Submit the following proposed amendment of Charter sections 4.50(1)
and 11.15(3) to the people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998

general election, Ballot Measure J, Instant Runoff.

2. The Board of Commissioners should create a task force to explore
practical and inexpensive way to implement instant runoff.

14
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

RESOLUTION NO.

SUBMIT TO THE VOTERS CHARTER AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY THE
COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

The Multnomah County Board of County Commissioners (Board) finds:

A The Multhomah County Home Rule Charter (Charter) creates a
Charter Review Committee (Committee) and directs it to review
the Charter and any issues relating thereto.

B. The Charter requires the Committee to report to the people
' and the Board its findings, conclusions, and recommendations
including any amendments proposed to the county charter.

C. The Committee has concluded its review and submitted its
report to the Board. The Committee recommends ten separate
measures amending the Charter for submission to the people
of Multnomah County at the 1998 general election.

D. The Charter requires submission to the voters of the Charter
amendments proposed by the Committee.

THE MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RESOLVES:

1. The ten measures proposing amendments to the Charter
recommended by the Committee shall be submitted to the
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general
election.

2. The ballot titles, explanatory statements and changes to the
- language of the Charter for the nine measures are attached as
Exhibits A,B,C,D,E,F, G, H, |, and J.

3. The ten measures, ballot titles, explanatory statements and
Charter text are certified to the Director of the Multhomah
County Division of Elections.

16



4. All measures approved by a majority of voters at the
November 3, 1998 election shall take effect November 4, 1998.
ADOPTED this day of August, 1998.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

Beverly Stein, Chair
REVIEWED:

Thomas Sponsler, County Counsel
For Multnomah County, Oregon

By
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SRR IES

BALLOT MEASURE A

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Outdated Provisions

QUESTION: Shall the outdated parts of the County Charter be repealed?

STATEMENT: The County Charter Review Committee studied the words of
each Charter section. Many sections and parts of sections
are outdated and no longer needed. This measure repeals
parts of nine Charter sections and repeals nine whole other
sections. It makes no changes to county government. It
takes effect on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter took effect January 1, 1967. |t
began with 56 sections. It now has 64 sections. The voters have amended the
Charter 32 times; 57 sections have been changed, many of them several times.
Twelve new sections have been added. Four original sections have been
repealed. '

The Charter Review Committee carefully studied the Charter. It reviewed the
words of each section. Some parts are outdated and no longer needed or useful.
These parts can be repealed without changing county government structure or
operations. The Committee proposes this measure. It will repeal nine outdated
Charter sections. It will also delete parts of nine other sections.

The nine sections repealed were used to make transitions for earlier Charter
amendments. The parts of sections deleted include: the 1980 legal descriptions
of commission districts, notices requirement outdated by state law, an old
reference to the county manager, and six references to dates that have past.

- The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998.
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CHAPTER Illl. GOVERNING BODY

3.10. Membership.

The governing body shall be a board of five county commissioners. The

chair of the board shall be elected from the county at large. Four county
commissioners shall be elected from districts as herein established and

(2)

Measure A Charter Text

Position No. 1 shall be occupvied by that commissioner elected from or
appointed to the West District, the boundaries of which are as follows:

Bounded on the north by Columbla County; bounded on the east as
follows: Washington State line at the Columbia River, south to Willamette
River, south on the Willamette River to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Steel
Bridge, east on the Union Pacific R.R. paralle!l to the Banfield Freeway to
21st Ave., south on 21st Ave. to 20th Ave., south on 20th Ave. to Stark
St., east on Stark St. to 30th Ave., south on 30th Ave. to Hawthorne St.,
east on Hawthorne St. to 39th Ave., south on 39th Ave. and its extension
to the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), southeast
on the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way to the Clackamas County line;
bounded on the south by Clackamas County, and bounded on the west by

Position No. 2 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or
appointed to the North District, the boundaries of which are as follows:

19

(Crossed out language deleted,
~bold underlined language is new)



Bounded on the north by the Washington state line at the Columbia River;
bounded on the east and south as follows: beginning at the Washington
State line and the Columbia River at a point west of Government Island,
southeast along the south channel of the Columbia River to [-205, south
on 1-205 to Sandy Blvd., southwest on Sandy Blvd. to 82nd Ave., south on
82nd Ave. to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Banfield Freeway, west along
the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to the Willamette
River at the Steel Bridge; bounded on the west by the Willamette River.

Hhis—district—consists—ofthe—following—census—trasts;bleck—groups—and

(3) Position No. 3 shall be occupied by' that commissioner elected from or
appointed to the Central District, the boundaries of which are as follows:

Bounded on the north and east as follows: beginning at the intersection of
21st Ave. and the Union Pacific R.R, at the Banfield Freeway, east along
the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to 82nd Ave., north
on 82nd Ave. to Sandy Bivd., northeast and east on Sandy Blvd. to 121st
Pl.; south on 121st PI. to 122nd Ave., south on 122nd Ave. to the Portland
Traction R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), east on the Portland
Traction R.R. right-of-way to 136th Ave., south on 136th Ave. to Foster
Rd., west on Foster Rd. to 134th Ave. south on 134th Ave. to Deardorff
Rd., south on Deardorff Rd. to the Clackamas County line; bounded on
the south by Clackamas County; bounded on the west as follows:
beginning at the Clackamas County line and the Portland Traction R.R.
right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail) near Johnson Creek Bivd. and 45th Pl.,
northwest along the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way to the extension of
39th Ave., north on the extension of 39th Ave. and 39th Ave. to Hawthorne
Blvd., west on Hawthorne Blvd. to 30th Ave., north on 30th Ave. to Stark
St., west on Stark St. to 20th Ave., north on 20th Ave. to 21st Ave. north
on 21st Ave. to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Banfield Freeway. Fhis

20
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(4) Position No. 4 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or
appointed to the East District, the boundaries of which are as follows:

Bounded on the north by the Washington State line and the Columbia River;
bounded on the-east by Hood River County; bounded on the south by
Clackamas County; and bounded on the west as follows: beginning at the
intersection of the Clackamas County line and Deardorff Rd., north on
Deardorff Rd. to 134th Ave., north on 134th Ave. to Foster Rd., east on
Foster Rd. to 136th Ave., north on 136th Ave. to the Portland Traction
R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), west on the Portland Traction R.R.
right-of-way to -122nd Ave., north on 122nd Ave. to 121st Pl., north on
121st Pl. to Sandy Blvd., west on Sandy Blvd. to 1-205, north on |-205 to
the south channel of the Columbia River, northwest on the south channel
of the Columbia River to the Washmgton State line at a point west of

21
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3.50. Meetings.

1.

The board shall adopt and publish rules for the conduct of its meetings and
shall conduct the meetings in accordance with the rules.

The board shall schedule its regular meetings in accordance with the rules.

. The presiding oﬁ"cer or three other board members may call special meetings

of the board, provided each board member not issuing the call is sent notice

- of the call in accordance with the board's rules. No board action at a special
meeting, except adoption of an emergency ordinance, shall have effect after. -

the next regular board meeting unless ratified at the meeting.

Notice of the time and place of a board meeting, including an agenda of all
actions to be considered at the meeting, shall be given in accordance with

state law. pested—m—a-eenspeuetﬁplaee—m—the-eemty-eeuﬁhease

Copies of the notice shall be available at-the-courthouse to interested persons
throughout the time that the notice is required te-be-pested. The board may,
however, take action on an item not on the agenda if the board deems that an
emergency requires the action and if all the members of the board who are

- present affirmatively concur in the action.

The board shall keep a journal of its proceedings. The journal shall be
accessible to the public during regular office hours.

22
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CHAPTER IV. COUNTY OFFICERS IN GENERAL

4.10. Qualifications.

(1) An elective officer of the county shall have been a qualified elector of the
county for a year and a half immediately before becoming such an officer
and, if a candidate for, or appointee to, a county commissioner position,
then a resident of the district for a year and a half immediately before

becommg such a commlssmner—e*eeﬁt—as—pfewded—m—seehen—ﬁ—zg

(2) Before the electee or appointee to an elective office takes the office he or
she shall be eligible to be bonded. The county shall maintain a corporate
surety bond for the faithful performance of its employees and holders of
elective office.

4.30. Compensation of the chair and commissioners.

The auditor shall appoint a five-member salary commission, composed of
qualified people with personnel experience, by January 1—4986,—and—by
Januvaryd-n of each even year thereafter. The commission's salary adjustment
recommendations, if any, for the chair of the board of county commissioners and
the commissioners shall be submitted to the board. The board shall establish
salaries for the chair and the commissioners, and such salaries shall not exceed
the salaries recommended by the salary commission. All elected or appointed
Multnomah County officials and employees are prohibited from serving on the
salary commission.

CHAPTER VI. ADMINISTRATION
6.10. Chair of the board.

The chair of the board of county commissioners:
(1)  Shall be the chief executive officer and personnel officer of the County;

(2)  Shall preside over meetings of the board and have a vote on each matter
before the board; :

(3)  Shall have sole authority to appoint, order, direct and discharge
administrative officers and employees of the county, except for the |
personal staff, employees or agents of elective county offices. |

|
23. |
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(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)

Appointment of department heads shall be subject to consent of a majority
of the board of commissioners:

Shall execute the policies of the board and the ordinances of the county;

Shall sign all contracts, bonds and other instruments requiring county
consent;

Shall prepare the county budget for submission to the board; and

May delegate his or her administrative powers but shall retain full
responsibility for the acts of his or her subordinates.

6.20. Administrative departments and functions.

1.

For purposes of county services and the administration of county affairs, the
board of county commissioners shall establish administrative departments.

. The board of county commissioners may establish, alter and abolish
admmlstratlve departments as provxded in thls sectlon Ail—admws#aave

The board of county commissioners

(a) Shalt prescribe the functions of each admlnlstratlve department of the
county and

(b) May change the functions of any of the departments from time to time.

. With the affirmative concurrence of four or more commissioners, the board of

county commissioners may
(a) Establish additional administrative departments,

(b)  Abolish any department,
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- (c) | Combine two or more departments into one, and

6.50.

(d)  Separate departments so combined.

Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office

in mid-term]. '

(1)

(2)3)
(344

- (4KS

The people of Multhomah County shall elect:

A county sheriff for the function of said office as orescribed by state law
and he or she shall have sole administration of all county jails and
correctional institutions located in Multnomah County.

(a) Notwithstanding any other charter provision to the contrary, the
salary for the sheriff shall be fixed by the board of county
commissioners in an amount which is not less than that for any
member of the sheriff's office.

Multnomah County shall not employ or hire a paid lobbyist.

Effective January 1, 1985, no incumbent or future elected officer of the
county shall be eligible to serve more than two full consecutive four-year
terms in any one elective county office within any 12-year period. If an
officer of the county is elected or appointed to an elective county office for
a term of less than four years, the time so served shall not be counted
against the limitation on terms within any 12-year period.

No elected official of Multnomah County may run for another office in mid-
term. Filing for another office in mid-term shall be the same as a
resignation, effective as of date of filing. “"Mid-term" does not include the
final year of an elected official's term. Filing for another office in the last
year of an elective term shall not constitute a resignation.

25
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CHAPTER VIi. PERSONNEL

7.10. Classified service.

The classified service of the county shall consist of all positions in the

government of the county except those of -

(1)
(2)
(3)
(.4.)

Elective officers,
Their personal assistants and secretaries,

Department heads,

Fhe-countymanagerand -

(4)(5) Employees excluded by county ordinance.

CHAPTER VIIl. FINANCE

%

8.10. Auditor.

(1)
(2)

(3)

The office of county auditor is hereby established.

At the general November election in 1966 and at the general November
election every four years thereafter an auditor shall be elected. A candidate
for auditor shall be a certified public accountant or certified internal auditor as
of the date of filing for office, subject to the following provision. Ferthe—4930

effiee- The office of auditor shall become vacant when the person serving as
auditor ceases to be certified. Effective upon certification, the salary for the -
auditor shall be four-fifths of a [district] circuit court judge's salary.

The auditor shall conduct internal audits of all county operations and financial
affairs and make reports thereof to the board of county commissioners

"according to generally accepted government auditing standards.

The chair of the board of commissioners or the responsible elected official

shall respond in writing to all internal audit reports stating what actions have
been or will be taken to address the findings contained in the audit. The

‘written response shall be made to the board and the auditor in the manner

and time frame requested by the auditor.
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(4) The board shall retain each report of the auditor and each response as a
public record for at least three years after receiving the report and response.

Measure A Chaﬁer Text
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BALLOT MEASURE B

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Service Districts
QUESTION: Shall the service district parts of the Charter be deleted?

STATEMENT: The Charter Review Committee studied each Charter
section. Some sections are no longer needed. This
measure repeals the county service district sections. State
law allows the county to create these districts. The measure
does not change county power or services. |t takes effect
on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter took effect January 1, 1967. Three
sections are about county service districts. They were part of the original
Charter. The sections have not been amended. The sections are have not
been used. '

The sections are not needed. State law gives counties power to create special
districts. Part of one current section may limit county legal authority to provide
water or fire services. The county does not provide these services so the limit is
not a real one.

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will
repeal three unneeded Charter sections. It will not change county power or
services. ‘

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998.
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BALLOT MEASURE C

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Review Committee.
QU ESTION: Shall the Charter continue a Charter Review Committee?

STATEMENT: The Charter created the Charter Review Committee. The
Committee believes a committee should study the Charter
every six years. This is long enough for stability and short
enough to make needed changes. This measure forms the
next committee by August 30, 2003. It amends Charter
sections 12.40, 12.50, 12.60 and 12.70. It takes effect on
November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Charter was amended in 1977 to create the Charter Review Committee.
Amendments have been made to change the way appointments are made. As
recommended by the 1990 Committee, the voters approved the current
Committee.

A Charter Review Committee is a good way to keep the Charter current and
effective. =~ The Committee suggests a six-year period between Charter
Committees. That period is a good balance between stability and change.

The Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will change the date of
committee appointments from June 30 to August 30. State legislators will still
make the appointments. This change will give them more time to act. There will
be a committee in 2003 and then every six years.
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12.40. Appointment of committee members.

The charter review committee shall be composed as follows:

(1

(2)

3)

(4)

()

(6)

The committee shall have two electors appointed from each senatorial
district having the majority of its -voters within Multhomah County, and
shall have one elector appointed from each senatorial district having less
than a majority of its voters within Multnomah County. The committee shall
choose their chairperson from among themselves and shall have authority
to establish their own procedures and organization. -

The state senator and the two state reﬁfesentativeé who represent
residents in each state senate district located in Multnomah County shall

~ appoint the electors for the district. Appointees shall reside in the district

and Multnomah County. If the three appointers from any senate district
cannot agree upon an appointment, any two of the three appointers may
make the appointment.

If two electors are appointed from a senate district, they shall not be
registered in the same political party. ‘

The following persons are not eligible for appointment to the committee:
the state senators and state representatives who represent districts
located in Multnomah County, the members of the Multhomah County
board of county commissioners, and the chair of the board, if any, serving
at the time of appointment.

Any vacancy in the committee shall be filled by the senator and

Original appointments shall be made by fretdaterthan} August [June}
30, 2003, and every six years thereafter [4397}-

- 12.50. Scope of committee review.

(1)

The committee shall commence study of the charter by all appropriate
means including open hearings and meetings, the taking of testimony and
interviewing witnesses.
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(2)  The committee shall review the county charter and any issues relating .
thereto. The committee shall review the section 4.30 process for
adjusting compensation for commissioners.

12.60. Report of committee.

- At least 95 days prior to the primary or general election or both of 2004
and every six years thereafter 4998, the committee shall report to the people
and to the board of county commissioners their findings, conclusions, and
recommendations including any amendments they propose to the county charter.

12.70. Submission of amendments to the people.

All amendments proposed by the committee shall be submitted to the
people of Multnomah County at the 2004 and every six years thereafter 4998
primary or general election, or both.

34
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BALLOT MEASURE D

CAPTION: County Commissioner Districts

QUESTION: Shall the Charter require smaller population differences in
: commissioner districts?

STATEMENT: - There are four county commissioner districts. The districts
- should have about equal population. The county auditor
must check the districts each 10-years. No district may have
more than 15 percent more people than any other district. If
it does, then the auditor must change district boundaries.
After the change, no district may have more than 10 percent
more people than any other district. Computers now allow
less size differences. This measure reduces the 15 percent
trigger to 3 percent. It reduces the 10 percent.limit to 2
percent. [t takes effect on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

There are four county commissioner districts. The law requires that the districts -
have about equal population. The Charter says the county auditor must
reapportion the districts every ten years. No district may have more than 115
percent the populations of any other district. If it does, the auditor must change
the boundaries. After the changes, no district may have more than 110 percent
the population of any other district.

The Auditor suggested the change. The Charter Review Committee studied this
section. It feels that computers now permit the auditor to reduce district size
~ differences. It backs passage of this measure. The measure will amend the
Charter to reduce the trigger to 103 percent. [t will reduce the limit to 102
percent. It takes effect on November 4, 1998. ,
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3.15. Apportionment of commissioner districts.

Not later than August 1 in the year of the official release of each federal
decennial census for Multnomah County, the auditor shall determine the
population distribution among the commissioner districts specified by this charter.
If the population of any commissioner district is more than 103 {445} percent of
the population of any other commissioner district, the auditor, in consultation with
the Multnomah County elections division, shall prepare and present to the board
of county commissioners not later than August 1, a plan for modifying the
boundaries of the districts so that the population of no commissioner district will
be more than 102 {4468} percent of the population of any other commissioner
district, notwithstanding the delineation of commissioner districts by this charter.
The board of county commissioners shall, within 45 days of the submission of the
report, alter the boundaries of the commissioner districts as necessary by
ordinance to provide for an approximately equal population distribution. Change
in boundaries of the districts shall not affect taking of office of a commissioner-
" elect with respect to the term of office for which elected prior to the adoption of
the reapportionment. The auditor shall, as nearly as possible, retain the general
geographic characteristics of districts established by this charter.
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BALLOT MEASURE E

CAPTION: Interim County Commissioner.

QUESTION: Shall the Charter allow designation of interim county
commissioner?

STATEMENT: This measure amends county Charter. The Charter now
allows an interim person to fill some offices. They may fill a
vacancy in the office of county Chair, Sheriff or Auditor. The
current Charter does not allow an interim to fill a vacancy in
the office of county Commissioner. Vacancies can make it
hard for the county Board to do business. County services
and programs can suffer if the Board cannot meet. It needs
a quorum to meet. The Charter Review Committee backs
this measure. It allows an interim commissioner to serve
until someone is elected or appointed to fill the office. It
takes effect on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Charter allows an interim to fill a vacancy in some county offices. They may
fill a vacancy in the office of Chair, Sheriff or Auditor. In 1989 the Charter was
amended for this purpose. The Charter does not allow an |nter|m to fill a vacancy
in the office of commissioner. »

Vacancies in the office of commissioner can make it hard for the Board of
Commissioners to conduct county business. The Board needs a quorum to
meet. County services and programs can suffer if the Board cannot meet.

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It
amends the Charter to permit an interim commissioner. An interim will only serve
until someone is elected or appointed to fill the office.

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998.
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4.50. Vacancies--Filling.

(1)

If a vacancy occurs in an elective office of the county and the term of
office expires:

(a)

(c)

One year or more after the vacancy occurs, then a person shall be

- elected at the next available election date to fill the vacancy for the

remainder of the term of office. If no candidate receives a majority
of votes cast at that election, the board of county commissioners -
shall call for a special election in which the names of the two
candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall appear on
the ballot. The candidate receiving a majority of votes cast will be
deemed elected to fill the balance of the unexpired term. The board
of county commissioners shall by ordinance prescribe procedures
for nominating and electing persons to fill vacancies under this
subsection.

Less than one year but 90 days or more after the vacancy occurs,
then the board of county commissioners shall appoint a person to
fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office.

Less than 90 days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall not
be filled.

For purposes of this section 4.50, “term of office” means the term of office
of the last person elected to the office which is vacant.

In the event of a vacancy in an_elective the office ef-chair—sherffor
auditer, the board shall by ordinance prescribe procedures to designate an
interim occupant of the office. The person so designated shall serve as
acting chair, commissioner, sheriff or auditor, as the case may be, until
the office is filled by election or appointment, as appropriate under section
4.50(1).
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CAPTION:
QUESTION:

STATEMENT:

BALLOT MEASURE F

County Term Limits.

Shall the Charter limit on voters' ability to elect a person to
more than two four-year terms be repealed?

The Charter limits public service in county elective offices.
No person can serve more than two four-year terms. Voters
cannot decide to. keep a person in office. The Charter

.Review Committee feels that this rule costs the public. It

leads to elected officials with less county experience and
knowledge. The measure repeals Charter section 6.50(4). It
takes effect on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This measure amends the Charter. It now limits a person to two full four-year
terms in an elective office in any 12-year period. Voters cannot decide to keep a
county elected official in office. A person is no longer eligible for county elected

office.

The Charter Review Committee feels the limit costs the public. Elected officials
gain useful experience and knowledge. The limit prevents voters from benefiting
from it. Most other counties and cities do not have limits.

The Charter Review Cbmmittee recommends passage of this measure. It will
repeal the county term limits.

It takes effect on November 4, 1998.
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist; successive terms, running for office
in mid-term. :
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BALLOT MEASURE G

CAPTION: Multnomah County Run‘ning for Office Midterm.

QUESTION: Shall County elected officials be allowed to run for another
_ elective office in midterm?

STATEMENT: The measure amends the Charter. It allows county elected
officials to file for another office. The Charter now treats
filing as a resignation. It cuts short county elected terms. It
creates office vacancies. It causes more elections to fill
offices. The Charter Review Committee feels this rule limits
public service. The measure takes effect November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The county Charter does not allow running for another elective office in midterm.
If a county official files for another office, it is the same as a resignation. . Only in
the last year of the term may the official file for another office.

The measure amends the Charter. It repeals the mid-term ban. It allows elected
officials to file for another office. The Charter Review Committee feels that the
current rule is unfair. It limits public service in county elected offices. It cuts
short elected terms. It creates office vacancies. It results in more elections to fill
offices. ‘

" The measure takes effect November 4, 1998.
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office
in midterm].
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BALLOT MEASURE H

CAPTION: ‘Multnomah County Lobbyist.
QUESTION: Shall County Charter be amended to repeal bar on county'
lobbyist?

STATEMENT: This amends county Charter.  The Charter Review
Committee favors passage. The measure allows the county
to hire a lobbyist. ~The Charter now bars a paid county
lobbyist. Applies to the state legislature in Salem. The
county is not represented. The Committee believes this rule
hurts the county and its citizens. All.other counties and cities
may have lobbyists. County interests are at a disadvantage.
Takes effect November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Charter Committee Review Committee recommends this measure. It
repeals the bar on a paid county lobbyist. It allows the county to hire an
advocate. This person will represent the county and its citizens at the state
legislature in Salem. - :

A lobbyist provides information and advocates for issues. The county cannot
fully represent its interests under the current Charter rule. County services and
programs depend on many decisions made in Salem. The taxes paid by county
citizens are also affected by state decisions.

The Committee thinks that couhty elected officials and county state legislators do
not have the time, resources or expertise to act as county lobbyists.

The Committee feels it is in the best interests of county citizens for the county to
repeal this bar.

The measure takes éffect November 4, 1998.
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist][; successive’terms,-running for office
in midterm].
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CAPTION:
QUESTION:

STATEMENT:

BALLOT MEASURE |

Multnomah County Auditor

Shall County Charter be amended to allow auditor to perform
performance audits?

The Charter creates an elected county auditor. It now says
the auditor must do “internal” audits. The Charter Review .
Committee believes that the auditor should do “performance”
audits. It also wants the auditor to get more data about
county services. It feels that this will do more for county
citizens. This measure amends the Charter. It will make the
auditor’s job bigger. It takes effect November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This measure amends the auditor section of the county Charter. It now requires
‘the auditor to conduct “internal” audits of county services. The Charter
Committee thinks the auditor should be required to do “performance” audits.

This measure will change “internal” to “performance” audits. It will also allow the
~ auditor to conduct studies to improve county efforts. The Committee found that
county citizens will benefit if this measure is adopted. It concluded that the
auditor’s role should be increased.

The measure takes effect November 4, 1998.
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8.10. Auditor.

1.

2.

The office of county auditor is hereby established.

At the general November election in 1966 and at the general November
election every four years thereafter an auditor shall be elected. A candidate
for auditor shall be a certified public accountant or certified internal auditor as
of the date of filing for office, subject to the following provision. Fer-the—4996

- aValllals alll a'a alal - a Qor aValll a¥a' - a allfa¥a¥a -
- - wiviae w - CA - - -

office- The office of auditor shall become vacant when the person servihg as
auditor ceases to be certified. Effective upon certification, the salary for the
auditor shall be four-fifths of a district court judge's salary.

The auditor shall conduct interrat performance audits of all county
operations and financial affairs and make reports thereof to the board of
county commissioners according to generally accepted government auditing
standards. The auditor may also conduct studies intended to measure
or improve the performance of county efforts.

The chair of the board of commissioners or the responsible elected official
shall respond in writing to all interral audit reports stating what actions have
been or will be taken to address the findings contained in the audit. The
written response shall be made to the board and the auditor in the manner
and time frame requested by the auditor. -

. The board shall retain each report of the auditor and each response as a

public record for at least three years after receiving the report and response. '
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BALLOT MEASURE J

CAPTION: Multnomah County Elections

QUESTION: Shall County Charter be amended to allow instant runoff
elections?

STATEMENT: The Charter now provides that the candidates who receive
the most votes in a primary are in a runoff. The Oregon
Constitution permits local laws to allow voters to mark first,
second or additional choices among the candidates for any
office. This measure amends ihe Charter to allow the Board
of Commissioners to use an instant runoff election process.
It does not require instant runoff. It takes effect November 4,
1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This measure amends the election sections of the county Charter. They now
require a runoff if no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast. The Charter
Committee feels the Board of Commissioners should be able to adopt an instant
runoff election process.

This measure will remove the automatic runoff provisions from the Charter. It will
permit the Board to adopt a different runoff process.

The meésure will take effect November 4, 1998.
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4.50. Vacancies--Filling.

(1)

11.15

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

If a vacancy occurs in an elective office of the county and the term of
office expires:

(a)  One year or more after the vacancy occurs, then a person shall be
elected at the next available election date to fill the vacancy for the

remainder of the term of offce #—He—eaﬂd+éate—5eeewes—a—majenty

board of county commissioners shall by ordinance prescribe

procedures for nominating and electing persons to fill
vacancies under this subsection. The Board may provide for
voters direct or_indirect expressions of first, second or
additional choices among the candidates for any office.

(b)  Less than one yea-r but 90 days or more after the vacancy occurs,
then the board of county commissioners shall appoint a person to
fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office.

(c) - Less than 90 days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall not
be filled.

. ELECTION OF OFFICERS [Nonpartisan offices].

All elective county offices shall be nonpartisan.

The manner of nominating and electing officers shall-be the same as that
established by state law for nominating and electing circuit court judges,
except as this charter provides to the contrary.

Petitions or declarations of candidacy shall contain no reference to any
political party ballot or to the political party affiliation of the candidate.

The naméé of all candidates shall appear on the primary election ballot. If
a candidate receives a majority of the votes cast for a-position at the
primary election, the candidate shall be elected to the position. If no
candidate for a position at a primary election receives a majority of the
votes cast for the position, the twe—eandidates—receiving—the—highest
aumber—of—votes—shall-be—fdeclared nominees—and—their—names—shall
appear-on-the-general-election-ballet Board of County Commissioners
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shall by ordinance prescribe procedures for electing a candidate
under this section. The board may provide for voters direct or
indirect expressions of first, second or additional choices among the
candidates or any office. -

(5) If a candidate dies, withdraws, or becomes otherwise ineligible on or after
the primary election date, candidates for the office shall be nominated by
petition or assembly in the manner provided by state law for the
nomination of independent candidates. -

[Amendment proposed by Ord. 170 § 7 (1978), adopted by people Nov. 7, 1978;

- amendment proposed by Ord. 427 § 2 (1984) (measures 2, 14) (ballot measures

11, 23), adopted by people Nov. 6, 1984]
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July 14, 1998

MULTNOMAH COUNTY
CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE
MEASURE SUMMARY

The Multnomah County Charter Review Committee report recommends voter approval
of ten measures that would amend the Charter. The measures will be on the November 3,
1998 general election ballot. Most of the measures relate to housekeeping matters and
are not controversial. Some of the measures involve policy decisions and may be

controversial.

HOUSEKEEPING MEASURES

Measure A- Outdated Provisions
Amends nine charter sections and repeals nine other sections to remove outdated
provisions no longer necessary or useful. No substance changes; only removes
deadwood and makes Charter easier to read and understand.

Measure B- Service Districts ,
Repeals three Charter sections relating to county service districts. They have
never been used and unnecessarily duplicate state law. Removes sections never
used since 1967, and does not affect County legal authority

Measure C- Charter Committee ‘
Amends four Charter sections relating to charter review committee. Provides for
committee appointments every six years beginning in 2003. Requires
appointments by August 30, and reports the following year. Permanently
continues role for Charter Review Commnttee added to Charter in 1984. Refines
appointment process.

Measure I- County Auditor
Amends Charter section 8.10 to require auditor to conduct performance audits,
and increases role to include studies to improve county services. Legally requires
auditor to conduct performance audits. It does not-change current practice.

Measure D- County Commission Districts .
Amends Charter to require less population differences between the four county
commission districts. County auditor must reapportion to higher standard. New
technology permits greater apportlonment accuracy. It legally requlres current
practice.



Measure E- Interim County Commissioner
Amends Charter section 4.50(3) to allow designation of interim county
commissioner to serve until the office is filled by election or appointment.
Responds to problems created by recent Board of Commission vacancies. Allows
interim designation of Commissioners in same manner the Charter currently
allows for Chair, Sheriff and Auditor.

POLICY MEASURES

Measure G- Running for Office Midterm :
Reveals Charter section 6.50(5) ban on running for another elective office in
midterm. Allows elected official to file for another office without creating a
| vacancy in county elected office. Responds to vacancies recently created by this
1 section.

Measure J- County Elections
Amends Charter to permit Board of Commissioners to adopt an instant runoff
election process. The measure removes the automatic runoff provisions from the
Charter. Gives Charter authority to Board to adopt election runoff provisions that
meet requirements of state Constitution.

Measure F- County Term Limits
Repeals Charter section 6.50(4) restrlctlon on e11g1b111ty to serve more than two
consecutive four-year terms in any county elective office within a 12-year period.
Permits voters to limit terms at elections. Increases experience and expertise of
county elected officials. Makes Multnomah County consistent with other
counties and cities.

Measure H- County Lobbyist
Repeals Charter section 6.50(3) bar on paid county lobbyist. Allows county to
hire advocate to represent county and its citizens at state legislature in Salem.
Permits county to more fully participate in state decisions. Allows county to have
same representation as other counties and cities.
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CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE
MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

MEMBERS

Nita Brueggeman, Chair John Lewis
Deirdre Molander, Vice Chair Robert A. Neibert
Sandra J. Cover Lou Savage
Patrick F. Donaldson Robert H. Siyter
John Fyre Frank A. Windust, Jr.
Donald W. Green, lil Marvin Woidyla
David J. Hunnicutt Jim Worthingon

July 30, 1998

Board of Commissioners
Multnomah County

1120 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 1515
Portland, Oregon 97204

Dear Commissioners:

Attached is the report to the people and to the Board of County Commissioners required
by Multnomah County Home Rule Charter section 12.60. The report contains the
Committee’s  findings, conclusions and recommendations including proposed
amendments to the Charter.

The Committee began its work in September 1997 and held 23 public meetings. it made
a comprehensive study of each section of the charter. It held public hearings in each
commission district. Its record includes detailed minutes and other materials that have
been filed with the Clerk of the Board. The Committee recommends ten ballot measures
proposing amendments to the Charter.

The Committee thoroughly reviewed the current structure and future needs of the
County. It offers this report to further the best interests of the people and government of
Multnomah County.

Respectfully submitted,
CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

' ot/
Nia Brueggeﬁfn, Chair / J

Enclosure (1)
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PART I

FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS

AND

RECOMMENDATIONS



CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

Committee Findings:

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 3.75 that
creates an office of citizen involvement.

2. A Charter Review Committee has not comprehensively examined section
3.75 since Multnomah County voters adopted the section in 1984.

3. The Committee considered and studied each word of section 3.75. It
heard testimony from members and staff of the Citizen Involvement
Committee at three different Charter Committee meetings.

4. The Committee determined that most city and county home rule charters
do not contain citizen involvement provisions, but instead use more
flexible citizen involvement ordinances.

5. The Committee examined the comprehensive. county citizen involvement
ordinance and processes.

6. The Committee considered possible amendments to the section and also
considered repeal of the section as no longer necessary.

Committee Conclusions:

1. Citizen involvement is an important part of county government structure
and operations. It is required and encouraged by state law and county
ordinances.

2. The citizen involvement section of the Charter is probably unnecessary,

but serves as a symbol and underlying support for county citizen
involvement activities.

Committee Recommendations:

1. Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 3.75 at the November
3, 1998 general election.

2. The next Charter Review Committee should reexamine the section and
determine if the citizen involvement provision still needs to remain in the
Charter.
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SALARY COMMISSION

Committee Findings:

1.

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 4.30 that
relates to the compensation of the Chair and County Commissioners, and
creates a salary commission.

Section 4.30 was adopted by Multnomah County voters 1982, and amended
by the voters in 1984, 1986, 1989 and 1990.

. The Committee considered and studied each word of section 4.30. The
Salary Commission proposed a Charter amendment to make its salary
recommendations to the Board of Commissioners mandatory. The
Committee heard testimony from Salary Commission members and the
Auditor.

The Committee determined that most other home rule county charters
provide the non-commissioner members of county budget committees set
the commissioner salaries. No other county has a salary commission.

The Committee studied the Salary Commission recommendation and
considered various options and word changes.

Committee Conclusions:

1.

1.

The Salary Commission serves an important and difficult function in county
government: helping to determine salaries for elected officials.

The Salary Commission section of the Charter should not be amended at this
time, but serves should be studied again by the next Charter Review

Committee to see how salary recommendations are implements.

- Committee Recommendations:

Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 4.30 at the November 3,
1998 general election.

2. The next Charter Review Committee should reexamine the section and

determine if the role of the Salary Commission needs to be changed.



ELECTED SHERIFF

Committee Findings:

1.

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 6.50(1) that
provides for an elected sheriff for the function prescribed by state law and
sole administration of all county jails and correctional institutions.

Multnomah County voters adopted section 6.50(1) in 1982.

The Committee considered and studied each word of section 6.50(1). The
Auditor proposed a Charter amendment to make the Sheriff appointed as are
other department directors. The Committee heard testimony from the Auditor,
two County Commissioners and the Sheriff.

The Committee determined that the sheriffs of the other 35 counties are all
elected. Not all sheriffs have administrative authority over county jails and
other correctional facilities.

The Sheriff's responsibilities for jails have increased over the years and the
Sheriff's law enforcement responsibilities have decreased.

The Committee considered and weighed the advantages and disadvantages
of changing the Sheriff from an elective to an appointive position.

Committee Conclusions:

1.

2.

It is important to the county and the criminal justice system for the Sheriff to
be an elected official.

The Sheriff section of the Charter should not be amended at this time.

‘Committee Recommendation:

Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 6.50(1) at the November 3,
1998 general election. '



MEASURE A
OUTDATED PROVISIONS

Committee Findings:

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter has been in effect since January
1, 1967. It originally had 56 sections. The present Charter has 64 sections.
Over the years the Charter has been amended 32 times; 57 sections have
been changed, many of them several times. Twelve new sections have been
added (3.11, 3.15, 3.75, 6.50, 11.15, 12.30, 12.40, 12.50, 12.60, 12.70, 13.15
& 13.25) and four original sections have been repealed (3.80, 6.30, 6.40 &
13.30).

2. There has not been a comprehensive review of the Charter since it was
adopted the voters of Multnomah County.

3. The Committee considered and studied the words of each Charter section.
Some Charter provisions are outdated and no longer apphcable to county
government organization or function.

Committee Conclusions:

1. Many sections and parts of sections can be repealed without making any
substantive change to county government structure or operations.

2. Nine Charter sections should be amended to delete outdated provisions, and
another nine sections should be repealed as no longer necessary or useful.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure A, Outdated
Provisions.

Amends sections 3.10, 3.50, 4.10, 4.30, 6.10, 6.20, 6.50, 7.10, and 8.10.
Repeals sections 3.11, 11.10, 13.10, 13.15, 13.20, 13.25, 13.40, 13.50, 13.60.



MEASURE B
SERVICE DISTRICTS

Committee Findings:

1.

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter has been in effect since
January 1, 1967. Sections 9.10, 9.20, and 9.30 were part of the original
Charter. Over the years the Charter has been amended 32 times, but
these sections have never been changed.

These sections do not add to the legal authonity given counties by Oregon
Revised Statutes, Chapter 451, County Service Facilities.

Subsection (2) of section 9.20 may impose a theoretical limitation on
county legal authority to provide water or fire protection in territory where
that service is fumnished by a special district. This is not a practical
limitation because the county has not provided water or fire services and
does not anticipate providing such services.

Committee Conclusions:

1.

Sections 9.10, 9.20 and 9.30 can be repealed without making any
substantive change to county structure or operations.

The repeal of these sections may increase county legal authority to the
authority granted by state law.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Muitnomah
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure B, Service

Districts.
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MEASURE C
CHARTER COMMITTEE

Committee Findings:

1.

Sections relating to the Charter Review Committee were added to the
Multnomah County Home Rule Charter at the November 8, 1977 election.
Section 12.40 was amended at the November 7, 1978 election to make
appointments from senatorial districts with a majority of county voters, and
require appointments by June 30, 1983. Section 12.40 was amended
again at the November 6, 1984 election to permit one member from each
senatorial district with less than a majority of county voters, and require
appointments by June 30, 1989. At the November 6, 1990 election,
section 12.40 was amended to required appointments by June 30, 1997.

The Charter does not provide for a future Charter Review Committee.

Charter review is a valuable process for ensuring that the Charter provides
an effective structure for county government.

A six-year interval between Charter reviews provides an optimal balance
between adaptability and stability in county government.

The next committee should review the section 4.30 process for adjusting
compensation for county commissioners and the work of the salary
commission and section 12.40(4) to determine eligibility of elected officials
and county employees to serve on the committee.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter should be formally reviewed and a report issued to the people and

the Board of County Commissioners prior to the primary or general elections -

every six years beginning in 2004. Committee appointments shouid be made by
August 30 rather than June 30 to permit members of the legislature to make
appointments after legislative sessions end.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure C, Charter

Review Committee.




'MEASURE D
APPORTIONMENT

Committee Findings:

1.

This section relating to apportionment of commissioner districts was
added to the Multnomah county Home Rule Charter at the November 7,
1978 election. The section was amended at the November 6, 1984
election to change the date for the population determination to August 1 of
the year of the official release of the federal decennial census.

Since the section was adopted, the trigger for reapportionment because of
population differences between commissioner districts has been when any
district is more than 115 percent of the population of any other district.

Since the section was adopted, the limit has been to modify commissioner
district boundaries so that the population of no district is more than 110
percent the population of any other district.

The use of computers now permits the auditor to determine population
among commissioner districts much more accurately than was previously
possible.

Committee Conclusions:

1.

The 115% trigger for redistricting commissioner districts is far too high. A
reasonable trigger is now 103%.

The 110% limit far exceeds what can and should be achieved. A
reasonable limit is now 102%.

‘Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following Charter amendment to the people of Multhomah County at
the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure D, Apportionment of
commissioner districts. :



MEASURE E
INTERIM COMMISSIONER
Committee Findings:
1. When there is a vacancy in the office of Chair, Sheriff or Auditor, the

charter allows designation of an interim occupant of the office. Subsection
(3) was added to section 4.50 at the March 28, 1989 election for this

purpose.
2. These provisions for interim appointment dos not apply to the office of
Commissioner.
3. Vacancies in the office of Commissioner can make it difficult for the Board

of County Commissioners to have a quorum to conduct county business.

4, County services and programs suffer if the Board is unable to meet
because of vacancies in the office of Commissioner.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter should be amended to allow for the designation of an interim
Commissioner to serve until the office is filled by election or appointment.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following proposed amendment of Charter section 4.50(3) to the
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot

Measure E, Interim Commissioner.



MEASURE F
TERM LIMITS

Committee Findings:

1. At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(4)
which restricts service to two full consecutive four-year terms in any one
county elective office in any 12-year period.

2. The two-term limit prohibits voters from deciding whether or not to retain a
county elected official by preventing incumbents from being eligible for further
service.

3. Very few other county or city governments have adopted term limits.

4. The current limitation deprives the public of desirable experience and
expertise in county government by forcing elected officials from office without
a vote.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter provision restricting elected officials to two terms should be
repealed.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(4) to the people
of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure
F, Term Limits.
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MEASURE G
MID-TERM RESIGNATION

Commiittee Findings:

1.

At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(5) that
prohibits a county elected official from running for another elective office in
mid-term.

If a county official files for another office the Charter declares it the same as a
resignation. Only in the last year of a term may an official file for another
office without it being treated as a resignation.

No other Oregon county or city government treats filing for another office as a
resignation.

The current rule is unfair because officials of some county elected offices are
affected more than other county officials depending on the years of their
terms.

The current rule deprives the public of desirable experience and expertise in
county government by forcing elected officials from office before the end of
their terms.

The current rule creates vacancies in elected offices and results in more
elections to fill offices.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter provision requiring elected officials to resign if they file for another
office should be repealed.

Committee Recommendation:

Submission of the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(5) to the
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot
Measure No. G, Term Limits.
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MEASURE H
LOBBYIST

Committee Findings:

1.

At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(3) that
prohibits the county from employing or hiring a paid lobbyist.

This bars the county from having a fuil-time advocate to promote the county’s
interests at the state legislature in Salem.

For many purposes the county is an agent of the state. State law governs
many county services. A big portion of the county budget is controlled by the
state legislature.

No other Oregon county or city charter contains a lobbyist prohibition; other
counties and cities have lobbyists to advocate their interests in Salem.

The current rule is unfair to county citizens because their interests cannot be
represented at the legislature as well as the interests of citizens of other
counties and cities.

In the 16 years since the lobbyist prohibition was added to the Charter, county
services and funding have become more closely tied to state law.

The current rule deprives the legislature of necessary and important
information and expertise about county services and government.

The current rule requires county volunteers and elected officials to attempt to
serve as legislative advocates for the county.

County volunteers and elected officials, and state legislators from the county
do not have the time, resources or expertise to act as county lobbyists.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter provision prohibiﬁng employmeht of a paid lobbyist should be
repealed.

Committee Recommendation:

Submission of the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(3) to the
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot
Measure H, Lobbyist.
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MEASURE |
AUDITOR

Committee Findings:

1. The voters added Charter section 8.10, Auditor, at the November 6, 1984
election. The section was amended at the March 28, 1989 election.

2. This section creates the office of county auditor and provides for an election
every four years.

3. The section now states that the auditor shall conduct “internal” audits.

4. In accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards, the
auditor actually conducts “performance” audits.

5. The auditor sometimes conducts other activities such as collection of
performance data through citizen surveys or operational reviews of county
offices.

6. County citizens will be better served if the Charter authorizes the auditor to
conduct studies to measure or improve county performance, as well as
audits.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter section relating to the auditor should be amended to strengthen the
auditor’s role within the county.

Committee Recommendation:

Submit to the people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general
election a measure amending Charter section 8.10, Ballot Measure |, Auditor.
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MEASURE J
INSTANT RUNOFF AUTHORITY

Commiittee Findings:

1. Charter sections 4.50 and 11.15 now provide that if no candidate receives a
majority of the votes cast in a primary election, then the two candidates
receiving the most votes have run-off election.

2. These current election process works well when there are two or three
candidates for a county office, but work less well when there are more
candidates.

Committee Conclusion:

The Charter should be amended to allow for the Board of County Commissioners
to by ordinance adopt another process for electing candidates.

Committee Recommendations:
1. Submit the following proposed amendment of Charter sections 4.50(1)
and 11.15(3) to the people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998

general election, Ballot Measure J, Instant Runoff.

2. The Board of Commissioners should create a task force to explore
practical and inexpensive way to implement instant runoff.
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PART IX

RESOLUTION,
PROPOSED BALLOT TITLES,
EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS
AND
CHARTER TEXT
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

RESOLUTION NO.

SUBMIT TO THE VOTERS CHARTER AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY THE
COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

The Multnomah County Board of County Commissioners (Board) finds:

A. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter (Charter) creates a
Charter Review Committee (Committee) and directs it to review
the Charter and any issues relating thereto.

B. The Charter requires the Committee to report to the people
and the Board its findings, conclusions, and recommendations
including any amendments proposed to the county charter.

C. The Committee has concluded its review and submitted its
report to the Board. The Committee recommends ten separate
measures amending the Charter for submission to the people
of Multnomah County at the 1998 general election.

D. The Charter requires submission to the voters of the Charter
amendments proposed by the Committee.

THE MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RESOLVES:

1. The ten measures proposing amendments to the Charter
recommended by the Committee shall be submitted to the
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general
election.

2. The ballot titles, explanatory statements and changes to the
language of the Charter for the nine measures are attached as
Exhibits A,B,C,D, E,F, G, H, |, and J.

3. The ten measures, ballot titles, explanatory statements and

Charter text are certified to the Director of the Multnomah
County Division of Elections.
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4. All measures approved by a majority of voters at the
November 3, 1998 election shall take effect November 4, 1998.

ADOPTED this day of August, 1998.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

Beverly Stein, Chair
REVIEWED:

Thomas Sponsler, County Counsel
For Multnomah County, Oregon

By
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BALLOT MEASURE A

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Outdated Provisions

QUESTION: Shall the outdated parts of the County Charter be repealed?

STATEMENT: The County Charter Review Committee studied the words of
each Charter section. Many sections and parts of sections
are outdated and no longer needed. This measure repeals
parts of nine Charter sections and repeals nine whole other
sections. It makes no changes to county government. It
takes effect on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter took effect January 1, 1967. It
began with 56 sections. It now has 64 sections. The voters have amended the
Charter 32 times; 57 sections have been changed, many of them several times.
Twelve new sections have been added. Four original sections have been
repealed.

The Charter Review Committee carefully studied the Charter. It reviewed the
words of each section. Some parts are outdated and no longer needed or useful.
These parts can be repealed without changing county government structure or
operations. The Committee proposes this measure. It will repeal nine outdated
Charter sections. It will also delete parts of nine other sections.

The nine sections repealed were used to make transitions for earlier Charter
amendments. The parts of sections deleted include: the 1980 legal descriptions
of commission districts, notices requirement outdated by state law, an old
reference tc the county manager, and six references to dates that have past.

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998.
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CHAPTER Ill. GOVERNING BODY

3.10. Membership.

The governing body shall be a board of five county commissioners. The
chair of the board shall be elected from the county at large. Four county
commlssmners shall be elected from dlStl‘lCtS as herein establlshed and

)

Position No. 1 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or
appointed to the West District, the boundaries of which are as follows:

Bounded on the north by Columbia County; bounded on the east as
follows: Washington State line at the Columbia River, south to Willamette
River, south on the Willamette River to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Steel
Bridge, east on the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to
21st Ave., south on 21st Ave. to 20th Ave., south on 20th Ave. to Stark
St., east on Stark St. to 30th Ave., south on 30th Ave. to Hawthorne St.,
east on Hawthorne St. to 39th Ave., south on 39th Ave. and its extension
to the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), southeast
on the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way to the Clackamas County line;
bounded on the south by Clackamas County; and bounded on the west by

Washington County. Fhis-district-consists—of-the—following—eensus—trasts;
block-groups-and-blocks:

Position No. 2 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or
appointed to the North District, the boundaries of which are as follows:
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3)

Bounded on the north by the Washington state line at the Columbia River;
bounded on the east and south as follows: beginning at the Washington
State line and the Columbia River at a point west of Government Island,
southeast along the south channel of the Columbia River to I-205, south
on 1-205 to Sandy Bivd., southwest on Sandy Bivd. to 82nd Ave., south on
82nd Ave. to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Banfield Freeway, west along
the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to the Willamette
River at the Steel Bridge; bounded on the west by the Willamette River.

Position No. 3 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or
appointed to the Central District, the boundaries of which are as follows:

Bounded on the north and east as follows: beginning at the intersection of
21st Ave. and the Union Pacific R.R, at the Banfield Freeway, east along
the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to 82nd Ave., north
on 82nd Ave. to Sandy Blvd., northeast and east on Sandy Blvd. to 121st
Pl.; south on 121st PI. to 122nd Ave., south on 122nd Ave. to the Portland
Traction R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), east on the Portland
Traction R.R. right-of-way to 136th Ave., south on 136th Ave. to Foster
Rd., west on Foster Rd. to 134th Ave. south on 134th Ave. to Deardorff
Rd., south on Deardorff Rd. to the Clackamas County line; bounded on
the south by Clackamas County; bounded on the west as follows:
beginning at the Clackamas County line and the Portland Traction R.R.
right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail) near Johnson Creek Blvd. and 45th Pi,,
northwest along the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way to the extension of
39th Ave., north on the extension of 39th Ave. and 39th Ave. to Hawthorne
Blvd., west on Hawthorne Bivd. to 30th Ave., north on 30th Ave. to Stark
St., west on Stark St. to 20th Ave., north on 20th Ave. to 21st Ave. north
on 21st Ave. to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Banfield Freeway. Fhis

.- -~ o - v )" - - o PO -
’
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(4) Position No. 4 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or
appointed to the East District, the boundaries of which are as follows:

Bounded on the north by the Washington State line and the Columbia River;
bounded on the east by Hood River County; bounded on the south by
Clackamas County; and bounded on the west as follows: beginning at the
intersection of the Clackamas County line and Deardorff Rd., north on
Deardorff Rd. to 134th Ave., north on 134th Ave. to Foster Rd., east on
Foster Rd. to 136th Ave., north on 136th Ave. to the Portland Traction
R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), west on the Portland Traction R.R.
right-of-way to 122nd Ave., north on 122nd Ave. to 121st Pl north on
121st PI. to Sandy Blvd., west on Sandy Bivd. to I-205, north on 1-205 to
the south channe! of the Columbia River, northwest on the south channel
of the Columbia River to the Washington State line at a point west of

Government Island. Fhis—district-consists-of-the—fellowing—census—traets;
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3.50. Meetings.
1.

The board shall adopt and publish rules for the conduct of its meetings and
shall conduct the meetings in accordance with the rules.

The board shall schedule its regular meetings in accordance with the rules.

The presiding officer or three other board members may call special meetings
of the board, provided each board member not issuing the call is sent notice
of the call in accordance with the board's rules. No board action at a special
meeting, except adoption of an emergency ordinance, shall have effect after
the next regular board meeting unless ratified at the meeting.

Notice of the time and place of a board meeting, including an agenda of all
actions to be consudered at the meetlng, shall be glven in accordance with

Copies of the notice shall be available atthe-courtheuse to interested persons
throughout the time that the notice is required te-be-pested. The board may,
however, take action on an item not on the agenda if the board deems that an
emergency requires the action and if all the members of the board who are
present affirmatively concur in the action.

The board shall keep a journal of its proceedings. The journal shall be
accessible to the public during regular office hours.
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CHAPTER IV. COUNTY OFFICERS IN GENERAL

4.10. Qualifications.

(1)  An elective officer of the county shall have been a qualified elector of the
county for a year and a half immediately before becoming such an officer
and, if a candidate for, or appointee to, a county commissioner position,
then a resident of the district for a year and a half immediately before

becoming such a commissioners-except-as-provided-in-sestion-13-20.

(2) Before the electee or appointee to an elective office takes the office he or
she shall be eligible to be bonded. The county shall maintain a corporate
surety bond for the faithful performance of its employees and holders of
elective office.

4.30. Compensation of the chair and commissioners.

The auditor shall appoint a five-member salary commission, composed of
qualified people with personnel experience, by January 1—4986,—and—by
January-in of each even year thereafter. The commission's salary adjustment
recommendations, if any, for the chair of the board of county commissioners and
the commissioners shall be submitted to the board. The board shall establish
salaries for the chair and the commissioners, and such salaries shall not exceed
the salaries recommended by the salary commission. All elected or appointed
Multnomah County officials and employees are prohibited from serving on the

salary commission.

CHAPTER VI. ADMINISTRATION
6.10. Chair of the board.

The chair of the board of county commissioners:
(1)  Shall be the chief executive officer and personnel officer of the county;

(2)  Shall preside over meetings of the board and have a vote on each matter
before the board;

(3) Shall have sole authority to appoint, order, direct and discharge
administrative officers and employees of the county, except for the
personal staff, employees or agents of elective county offices.
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(4)
®)

(6)
(7)

Appointment of department heads shall be subject to consent of a majority
of the board of commissioners;

Shall execute the policies of the board and the ordinances of the county;

Shall sign all contracts, bonds and other instruments requiring county
consent;

Shall prepare the county budget for submission to the board; and

May delegate his or her administrative powers but shall retain full
responsibility for the acts of his or her subordinates.

6.20. Administrative departments and functions.

1.

For purposes of county services and the administration of county affairs, the
board of county commissioners shall establish administrative departments.

The board of county commissioners may establish, alter and abolish

admlmstratlve departments as provided in this section. All—administrative
; shall-continue—unti-altered-or

bolished-i I ith thi ion-

The board of county commissioners

(a) Shall prescribe the functions of each administrative department of the
county and

(b) May change the functions of any of the departments from time to time.

With the affirmative concurrence of four or more commissioners, the board of
county commissioners may

(a)  Establish additional administrative departments,

(b)  Abolish any department,
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6.50.

(c) Combine two or more departments into one, and

(d)  Separate departments so combined.

Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office

in mid-term].

(1)

(2%
(3¥4H

(4X5}

The people of Multnomah County shall elect:

A county sheriff for the function of said office as prescribed by state law
and he or she shall have sole administration of all county jails and
correctional institutions located in Multnomah County.

(a) Notwithstanding any other charter provision to the contrary, the
salary for the sheriff shall be fixed by the board of county
commissioners in an amount which is not iess than that for any
member of the sheriff's office.

Multnomah County shall not employ or hire a paid lobbyist.

Effective January 1, 1985, no incumbent or future elected officer of the
county shall be eligible to serve more than two full consecutive four-year
terms in any one elective county office within any 12-year period. If an
officer of the county is elected or appointed to an elective county office for
a term of less than four years, the time so served shall not be counted
against the limitation on terms within any 12-year period.

No elected official of Multnomah County may run for another office in mid-
term. Filing for another office in mid-term shall be the same as a
resignation, effective as of date of filing. ““Mid-term" does not include the
final year of an elected official's term. Filing for another office in the last
year of an elective term shall not constitute a resignation.
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CHAPTER VIl. PERSONNEL

7.10. Classified service.

The classified service of the county shall consist of all positions in the

government of the county except those of

(1
(2)
3)
“

Elective officers,

Their personal assistants and secretaries,

Department heads,

Fhe-county-manager-and

(4)(6) Employees excluded by county ordinance.

CHAPTER ViIil. FINANCE

8.10. Auditor.

(1
(2)

(3)

The office of county auditor is hereby established.

At the general November election in 1966 and at the general November
election every four years thereafter an auditor shall be elected. A candidate
for auditor shall be a certified public accountant or certified internal auditor as
of the date of filing for office, subject to the following provision. Ferthe-1830

ALlo - -
- - Y - i

- ot ol a¥a -~

effice- The office of auditor shall become vacant when the person serving as
auditor ceases to be certified. Effective upon certification, the salary for the
auditor shall be four-fifths of a [district] circuit court judge's salary.

The auditor shal! conduct internal audits of all county operations and financial
affairs and make reports thereof to the board of county commissioners
according to generally accepted government auditing standards.

The chair of the board of commissioners or the responsible elected official
shall respond in writing to all internal audit reports stating what actions have
been or will be taken to address the findings contained in the audit. The
written response shall be made to the board and the auditor in the manner
and time frame requested by the auditor.
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(4) The board shall retain each report of the auditor and each response as a
public record for at least three years after receiving the report and response.
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BALLOT MEASURE B

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Service Districts
QUESTION: Shall the service district parts of the Charter be deleted?

STATEMENT: The Charter Review Committee studied each Charter
section. Some sections are no longer needed. This
measure repeals the county service district sections. State
law allows the county to create these districts. The measure
does not change county power or services. It takes effect
on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter took effect January 1, 1967. Three
sections are about county service districts. They were part of the original
Charter. The sections have not been amended. The sections are have not

been used.

The sections are not needed. State law gives counties power to create special
districts. Part of one current section may limit county legal authority to provide
water or fire services. The county does not provide these services so the limit is

not a reai one.

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will
repeal three unneeded Charter sections. It will not change county power or

services.

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998.
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BALLOT MEASURE C

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Review Committee.
QUESTION: Shall the Charter continue a Charter Review Committee?

STATEMENT: The Charter created the Charter Review Committee. The
Committee believes a committee should study the Charter
every six years. This is long enough for stability and short
enough to make needed changes. This measure forms the
next committee by August 30, 2003. It amends Charter
sections 12.40, 12.50, 12.60 and 12.70. It takes effect on
November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Charter was amended in 1977 to create the Charter Review Committee.
Amendments have been made to change the way appointments are made. As
recommended by the 1990 Committee, the voters approved the current
Committee.

A Charter Review Committee is a good way to keep the Charter current and
effective. The Committee suggests a six-year period between Charter
Committees. That period is a good balance between stability and change.

The Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will change the date of
committee appointments from June 30 to August 30. State legislators will still
make the appointments. This change will give them more time to act. There will

~ be a committee in 2003 and then every six years.
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12.40. Appointment of committee members;

The charter review committee shall be composed as follows:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

)

(6)

The committee shall have two electors appointed from each senatorial
district having the majority of its voters within Multnomah County, and
shall have one elector appointed from each senatorial district having less
than a majority of its voters within Multnomah County. The committee shall
choose their chairperson from among themselves and shall have authority
to establish their own procedures and organization.

The state senator and the two state representatives who represent
residents in each state senate district located in Multnomah County shall
appoint the electors for the district. Appointees shall reside in the district
and Multnomah County. If the three appointers from any senate district
cannot agree upon an appointment, any two of the three appointers may
make the appointment.

If two electors are appointed from a senate district, they shall not be
registered in the same political party.

The following persons are not eligible for appointment to the committee:
the state senators and state representatives who represent districts
located in Multnomah County, the members of the Multnomah County
board of county commissioners, and the chair of the board, if any, serving
at the time of appointment.

Any vacancy in the committee shall be filled by the senator and
representatives from the senate district who had authority to make ffrorm

used-for] the original appointment.

Original appointments shall be made by fretlaterthan] August {June}
30, 2003, and every six years thereafter [1994-

12.50. Scope of committee review.

(1)  The committee shall commence study of the charter by all appropriate
means including open hearings and meetings, the taking of testimony and
interviewing witnesses.
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(2) The committee shall review the county charter and any issues relating
thereto. The committee shall review the section 4.30 process for

adjusting compensation for commissioners.

12.60. Report of committee.

At least 95 days prior to the primary or general election or both of 2004

and every six years thereafter 4998, thie committee shall report to the people
and to the board of county commissioners their findings, conclusions, and
recommendations including any amendments they propose to the county charter.

12.70. Submission of amendments to the people.

All amendments proposed by the committee shall be submitted to the

people of Multnomah County at the 2004 and every six years thereafter 1998
primary or general election, or both.

Measure J Charter Text
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BALLOT MEASURE D

CAPTION: County Commissioner Districts

QUESTION: Shall the Charter require smaller population differences in
- commissioner districts?

STATEMENT: There are four county commissioner districts. The districts
should have about equal population. The county auditor
must check the districts each 10-years. No district may have
more than 15 percent more people than any other district. If
it does, then the auditor must change district boundaries.
After the change, no district may have more than 10 percent
more people than any other district. Computers now allow
less size differences. This measure reduces the 15 percent
trigger to 3 percent. It reduces the 10 percent limit to 2
percent. It takes effect on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

There are four county commissioner districts. The law requires that the districts
have about equal population. The Charter says the county auditor must
reapportion the districts every ten years. No district may have more than 115
percent the populations of any other district. If it does, the auditor must change
the boundaries. After the changes, no district may have more than 110 percent
the population of any other district. '

The Auditor suggested the change. The Charter Review Committee studied this

~ section. It feels that computers now permit the auditor to reduce district size

differences. It backs passage of this measure. The measure will amend the
Charter to reduce the trigger to 103 percent. It will reduce the limit to 102
percent. It takes effect on November 4, 1998.
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3.15. Apportionment of commissioner districts.

Not later than August 1 in the year of the official release of each federal
decennial census for Muitnomah County, the auditor shall determine the
population distribution among the commissioner districts specified by this charter.
If the population of any commissioner district is more than 103 {416} percent of
the population of any other commissioner district, the auditor, in consuitation with
the Multnomah County elections division, shall prepare and present to the board
of county commissioners not later than August 1, a plan for modifying the
boundaries of the districts so that the population of no commissioner district will
be more than 102 {446} percent of the population of any other commissioner
district, notwithstanding the delineation of commissioner districts by this charter.
The board of county commissioners shall, within 45 days of the submission of the
report, alter the boundaries of the commissioner districts as necessary by
ordinance to provide for an approximately equal population distribution. Change
in boundaries of the districts shall not affect taking of office of a commissioner-
elect with respect to the term of office for which elected prior to the adoption of
the reapportionment. The auditor shall, as nearly as possible, retain the general
geographic characteristics of districts established by this charter.
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BALLOT MEASURE E

CAPTION: Interim County Commissioner.

QUESTION: Shall the Charter allow designation of interim county
commissioner?

STATEMENT: This measure amends county Charter. The Charter now
allows an interim person to fill some offices. They may fill a
vacancy in the office of county Chair, Sheriff or Auditor. The
current Charter does not allow an interim to fill a vacancy in
the office of county Commissioner. Vacancies can make it
hard for the county Board to do business. County services
and programs can suffer if the Board cannot meet. It needs
a quorum to meet. The Charter Review Committee backs
this measure. |t allows an interim commissioner to serve
until someone is elected or appointed to fill the office. it
takes effect on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Charter allows an interim to fill a vacancy in some county offices. They may
fill a vacancy in the office of Chair, Sheriff or Auditor. In 1989 the Charter was
amended for this purpose. The Charter does not allow an interim to fill a vacancy
in the office of commissioner.

Vacancies in the office of commissioner can make it hard for the Board of
Commissioners to conduct county business. The Board needs a quorum to
meet. County services and programs can suffer if the Board cannot meet.

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. |t
amends the Charter to permit an interim commissioner. An interim will only serve
until someone is elected or appointed to fill the office.

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998.
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4.50. Vacancies--Filling.

(1)

(2)

3)

If a vacancy occurs in an elective office of the county and the term of
office expires:

(a)

(b)

(c)

One year or more after the vacancy occurs, then a person shall be
elected at the next available election date to fill the vacancy for the
remainder of the term of office. If no candidate receives a majority
of votes cast at that election, the board of county commissioners
shall call for a special election in which the names of the two
candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall appear on
the ballot. The candidate receiving a majority of votes cast will be
deemed elected to fill the balance of the unexpired term. The board
of county commissioners shall by ordinance prescribe procedures
for nominating and electing persons to fill vacancies under this
subsection.

Less than one year but 90 days or more after the vacancy occurs,
then the board of county commissioners shall appoint a person to
fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office.

Less than 90 days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall not
be filled.

For purposes of this section 4.50, “term of office” means the term of office
of the last person elected to the office which is vacant.

In the event of a vacancy in an elective the office ef-chair—sheriff-or
auditor, the board shall by ordinance prescribe procedures to designate an
interim occupant of the office. The person so designated shall serve as
acting chair, commissioner, sheriff or auditor, as the case may be, until
the office is filled by election or appointment, as appropriate under section
4.50(1). :
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BALLOT MEASURE F

CAPTION: County Term Limits.

QUESTION: Shall the Charter limit on voters ability to elect a person to
more than two four-year terms be repealed?

STATEMENT: The Charter limits public service in county elective offices.
No person can serve more than two four-year terms. Voters
cannot decide to keep a person in office. The Charter
Review Committee feels that this rule costs the public. It
leads to elected officials with less county experience and
knowledge. The measure repeals Charter section 6.50(4). It
takes effect on November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This measure amends the Charter. It now limits a person to two full four-year
terms in an elective office in any 12-year period. Voters cannot decide to keep a
county elected official in office. A person is no longer eligible for county elected
office.

The Charter Review Committee feels the limit costs the public. Elected officials
gain useful experience and knowledge. The limit prevents voters from benefiting
from it. Most other counties and cities do not have limits.

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will
repeal the county term limits.

It takes effect on November 4, 1998.
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist; successive terms, running for office
in mid-term.
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BALLOT MEASURE G

CAPTION: Multnomah County Running for Office Midterm.

QUESTION: Shall County elected officials be allowed to run for another
elective office in midterm?

STATEMENT: The measure amends the Charter. It allows county elected
officials to file for another office. The Charter now treats
filing as a resignation. It cuts short county elected terms. It
creates office vacancies. It causes more elections to fill
offices. The Charter Review Committee feels this rule limits
public service. The measure takes effect November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The county Charter does not allow running for another elective office in midterm.
If a county official files for another office, it is the same as a resignation. Only in
the last year of the term may the official file for another office.

The measure amends the Charter. It repeals the mid-term ban. It allows elected
officials to file for another office. The Charter Review Committee feels that the
current rule is unfair. It limits public service in county elected offices. It cuts
short elected terms. It creates office vacancies. It results in more elections to fill
offices.

The measure takes effect November 4, 1998.
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office
in midterm].
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BALLOT MEASURE H

CAPTION: Muitnomah County Lobbyist.

QUESTION: Shall County Charter be amended to repeal bar on county
lobbyist?

STATEMENT: This amends county Charter.  The Charter Review
Committee favors passage. The measure allows the county
to hire a lobbyist. ~The Charter now bars a paid county
lobbyist. Applies to the state legislature in Salem. The
county is not represented. The Committee believes this rule
hurts the county and its citizens. All other counties and cities
may have lobbyists. County interests are at a disadvantage.
Takes effect November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Charter Committee Review Committee recommends this measure. It
repeals the bar on a paid county lobbyist. It allows the county to hire an
advocate. This person will represent the county and its citizens at the state
legislature in Salem.

A lobbyist provides information and advocates for issues. The county cannot
fully represent its interests under the current Charter rule. County services and
programs depend on many decisions made in Salem. The taxes paid by county
citizens are also affected by state decisions.

The Committee thinks that county elected officials and county state legislators do
not have the time, resources or expertise to act as county lobbyists.

The Committee feéls it is in the best interests of county citizens for the county to
repeal this bar.

The measure takes effect November 4, 1998.
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office
in midterm].
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CAPTION:
QUESTION:

STATEMENT:

BALLOT MEASURE |

Muitnomah County Auditor

Shall County Charter be amended to allow auditor to perform
performance audits?

The Charter creates an elected county auditor. It now says
the auditor must do “internal” audits. The Charter Review
Committee believes that the auditor should do “performance”
audits. It also wants the auditor to get more data about
county services. It feels that this will do more for county
citizens. This measure amends the Charter. It will make the
auditor’s job bigger. It takes effect November 4, 1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This measure amends the auditor section of the county Charter. It now requires
the auditor to conduct “internal” audits of county services. The Charter
Committee thinks the auditor should be required to do “performance” audits.

This measure will change “internal” to “performance” audits. It will also allow the
auditor to conduct studies to improve county efforts. The Committee found that
county citizens will benefit if this measure is adopted. It concluded that the
auditor’s role should be increased.

The measure takes effect November 4, 1998.
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1.

2.

8.10. Auditor.

The office of county auditor is hereby established.

At the general November election in 1966 and at the general November
election every four years thereafter an auditor shall be elected. A candidate
for auditor shall be a certified public accountant or certified internal auditor as
of the date of fi hng for ofﬁce subject ‘o the followmg prowsnon Fer-the—‘rQQQ

e#iee- The off' ice of audltor shaII become vacant when the person serving as
auditor ceases to be certified. Effective upon certification, the salary for the
auditor shall be four-fifths of a district court judge's salary.

The auditor shall conduct interrat performance audits of all county
operations and financial affairs and make reports thereof to the board of
county commissioners according to generally accepted government auditing
standards. The auditor may also conduct studies mtended to measure

or improve the performance of county efforts.

The chair of the board of commissioners or the responsible elected official
shall respond in writing to all interrat audit reports stating what actions have
been or will be taken to address the findings contained in the audit. The
written response shall be made to the board and the auditor in the manner
and time frame requested by the auditor.

. The board shall retain each report of the auditor and each response as a

public record for at least three years after receiving the report and response.
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BALLOT MEASURE J

CAPTION: Multnomah County Elections

QUESTION:  Shall County Charter be amended to allow instant runoff
elections?

STATEMENT: The Charter now provides that the candidates who receive
: the most votes in a primary are in a runoff. The Oregon
Constitution permits local laws to allow voters to mark first,

second or additional choices among the candidates for any

office. This measure amends the Charter to allow the Board

of Commissioners to use an instant runoff election process.

It does not require instant runoff. It takes effect November 4,

1998.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This measure amends the election sections of the county Charter. They now
require a runoff if no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast. The Charter
Committee feels the Board of Commissioners should be able to adopt an instant

runoff election process.

This measure will remove the automatic runoff provisions from the Charter. It will
permit the Board to adopt a different runoff process.

The measure will take effect November 4, 1998.
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4.50. Vacancies--Filling.

(1)

11.15.

(1)
(2)

o

(4)

If a vacancy occurs in an elective office of the county and the term of
office expires:

(@) One year or more after the vacancy occurs, then a person shall be
elected at the next available election date to fill the vacancy for the

remainder of the term of office. H-ro-candidate-receives-a-majerity

board of county commissioners shall by ordinance prescrlbe

procedures for nominating and electing persons to fill
vacancies under this subsection. The Board may provide for
voters direct or _indirect expressions of first, second or
additional choices among the candidates for any office.

(b) Less than one year but 90 days or more after the vacancy occurs,
then the board of county commissioners shall appoint a person to
fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office.

(c) Less than 90 days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall not
be filled.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS [Nonpartisan offices].
All elective county offices shall be nonpartisan.

The manner of nominating and electing officers shall be the same as that
established by state law for nominating and electing circuit court judges,
except as this charter provides to the contrary.

Petitions or declarations of candidacy shall contain no reference to any .
political party ballot or to the political party affiliation of the candidate.

The names of all candidates shall appear on the primary election ballot. If
a candidate receives a majority of the votes cast for a position at the
primary election, the candidate shall be elected to the position. If no
candidate for a position at a primary election receives a majority of the

votes cast for the position, the twe—eandidates—receiving—the—highest
number—of—vetes—shall-be—[declared reminees—and—their—names—shall
appear-on-the-general-election-ballet Board of County Commissioners
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shall by ordinance prescribe procedures for electing a candidate

under_this section. The board may provide for voters direct or
indirect expressions of first, second or additional choices among the

candidates or any office.

(5) If a candidate dies, withdraws, or becomes otherwise ineligible on or after
the primary election date, candidates for the office shall be nominated by
petition or assembly in the manner provided by state law for the
nomination of independent candidates.

[Amendment proposed by Ord. 170 § 7 (1978), adopted by people Nov. 7, 1978;
amendment proposed by Ord. 427 § 2 (1984) (measures 2, 14) (ballot measures
11, 23), adopted by people Nov. 6, 1984]
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