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Thursday, July 30, 1998- 9:00AM 
Multnomah County Courthouse, Boardroom 602 

1021 SW Fourth Avenue, Portland 

BOARD BRIEFING 

B-1 Report of the Multnomah County Charter Review Committee, Including 
Committee Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations: Ten Ballot 
Measures for November 3, 1998 Election. Presented by Nita Brueggeman, 
Deirdre Molander and Other Committee Members. 30 MINUTES 
REQUESTED. 

Thursday, July 30, 1998- 9:30AM 
Multnomah County Courthouse, Boardroom 602 

1021 SW Fourth Avenue, Portland 

REGULAR MEETING 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE AND ADULT COMMUNITY JUSTICE 

C-1 Renewal of Intergovernmental Agreement 700029 with Portland School 
District # 1 and Multnomah Education Service District for Operation of the 
T~around Alternative School Program 

C-2 Amendment 1 to Intergovernmental Agreement 700668 with Multnomah 
Education Service District Funding the Student Retention Project in the 
Centennial and Reynolds School District Attendance Areas 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

C-3 MC 6-98 Report the Hearings Officer Decision Upholding the Planning 
Director's Decision to Deny a Building Permit for a Replacement Dwelling in 
the Exclusive Farm Use District on Property Located at 20537 NW SAUVIE 
ISLAND ROAD, PORTLAND 

REGULAR AGENDA 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

R-1 Opportunity for Public Comment on Non-Agenda Matters. Testimony 
Limited to Three Minutes Per Person. 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPORT SERVICES 

R-2 Presentation of Employee Service Awards Honoring Multnomah County 
Employees with 5 to·35 Years of Service 

R-3 RESOLUTION Authorizing Approval to Spend $25,000 to Evaluate the 
Caring Community Initiative 

R-4 Budget Modification DSS 99-01 Transferring $100,000 from Professional 
Services in the Budget and Quality Division to the Health Department, 
Planning and Development Division to Cover Evaluation of the Student 
Retention Initiative 

DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE AND ADULT COMMUNITY JUSTICE 

R-5 Intergovernmental Agreement 700788 with Portland School District #1 
Funding Three Family Resource Center. Staff Positions Serving Youth and 
their Families in the Grant/Madison and Marshall Attendance Areas 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

R-6 Notice of Intent to Respond to a Request for Proposals from the Public 
Health Service, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry to Fund 
a Pilot Program of Public Health Interventions Around Brownfields 
Properties 

R-7 Notice of Intent to Respond to a Request for Proposals from the U.S. 
Department of Education, Safe and Drug-Free Schools Program to Develop 
and Evaluate New Approaches to Creating Safe and Orderly Learning 
Environments in Schools 

NON-DEPARTMENTAL 

R-8 Third Reading of an ORDINANCE Amending MCC 7.201 Relating to the 
Office of County Counsel 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

R-9 CU 4-98/HV 7-98 Continued De Novo Hearing and Board Decision 
Regarding an Appeal of the Hearings Officer Decision Approving CU 4-98 
HV 7-98 with Modifications to Condition Number Three to Require 
Applicant to Comply with Private Road Standards of MCC 11.15.2074(D) 
on Property Located at 32152 SE STEVENS ROAD, PORTLAND 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND FAMILY SERVICES 

R-10 Notice of Intent to Apply for Funding for School-to-Work, Urban/Rural 
Opportunities Grant from the U.S. Department of Labor and the U.S. 
Department of Education for Funding to Empowerment Zones/Enterprise 
Communities for the Enhancement of School-to-Work Activities 

R-11 Notice of Intent to Apply for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
·Development Stewart B. McKinney Act/Continuum of Care Supportive 
Housing Program Funds for Services to Homeless Families, Singles, Youth, 
and Households Homeless Due to Domestic Violence 

R-12 RESOLUTION Accepting Plan and Recommendations of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Downtown Portland Homeless Youth Services 

COMMISSIONER COMMENT 

R-13 Opportunity for Commissioners to Provide Informational Comments to Board 
and Public on Non-Agenda Items of Interest. 

Thursday, July 30, 1998 - 1:30 PM 
Multnomah County Courthouse, Boardroom 602 

1021 SW Fourth Avenue, Portland 

BOARD BRIEFING 

B-2 Consultant Findings and Recommendations on Alternative Ways for 
Multnomah County to Handle the Population of Local Control (SB 1145) 
Felons. Presented by David Bennett .. 1.5 HOURS REQUESTED. 
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Portland Building 
1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue, Suite 1500 

Portland; Oregon 97204 
(503) 248-5213 

SHARRON KELLEY 
Multnomah County Commissioner 

District 4 E-Mail: sharron.e.KELLEY@co.multnomah.or.us 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Chair Beverly Stein 
Commissioner Diane Linn 
Commissioner Gary Hansen 
Commissioner Lisa Naito 
Board Clerk Deb Bogstad 

Debra Erickson 
Staff to Commissioner Sharron Kelley 

June 16, 1998 

Board Meeting Absences 

Commissioner Kelley will not be able to attend the Board meeting on July 30,1998 
as she will be on vacation from July 27 to July 31, 1998. 
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MEETING DATE: LJUJ -3 0 l99S-, 
AGENDA NO: "B- \ 

' ESTIMATED START TIME: q~DO 

(Above Space for Board Clerk's Use ONLY) 

AGENDA PLACEMENT FORM 

SUBJECT: Presentation of Charter Review Committee Report 

BOARD BRIEFING: 

REGULAR MEETING: 

~D 
DEPARTMENT: l)8S 

DATEREQUESTED~: ____________________ _ 
REQUESTEDBY~: ______________________ _ 

AMOUNT OF TIME NEEDED~: --------

DATEREQUESTED~:=J=ul~v=3~0.~1~9=9~8 ____________ _ 

AMOUNT OF TIME NEEDED,_: _,3=0'--'m..:..:..:..:...in=u=te=s ____ _ 

DIVISION: County Counsel 

CONTACT: Thomas Sponsler TELEPHONE #:248-3138 x 22834 
BLDG/ROOM #:1 06/1530 

PERSON(S) MAKING PRESENTATION: CRC Chair. Nita Brueggeman. Vice Chair. Deirdre 
Molander and Committee Members 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

[ 1 INFORMATIONAL ONLY [ 1 POLICY DIRECTION [ 1 APPROVAL [ x 1 OTHER 

SUGGESTED AGENDA TITLE: 

Presentation of Charter Review Committee's final report containing committee's findings, 
conclusions and recommendations: 10 ballot measures for November 3 election. 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE CHA 
(OR) 
DEPARTMENT 
MANAGER~:-~~~~~~~~~~~~4-~-------

ALL ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS MUST HAVE REQUIRED SIGNATURES 

Any Questions: Call the Board Clerk @ 248-3277 
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MEMBERS 

Nita Brueggeman, Chair 
Deirdre Molander, Vice Chair 
Sandra J. Cover 
Patrick F. Donaldson 
John Fyre 
Donald W. Green, Ill 
David J. Hunnicutt . _,,.t 

Board of Commissioners 
Multnomah County 
1120 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 1515 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

Dear Commissioners: 

July 30, 1998 

John Lewis 
Robert A. Neibert 

Lou Savage 
Robert H. Slyter 

Frank A. Windust, Jr. 
Marvin Woidyla 
Jim Worthingon 

Attached is the report to the people and to the Board of County Commissioners required 
by Multnomah County Home Rule Charter section 12.60. The report contains the 
Committee's findings, conclusions and recommendations including proposed 
amendments to the Charter. 

The Committee began its work in September 1997 and held 23 public meetings. It made 
a comprehensive study of each section of the charter. It held public hearings in each 
commission district. Its record includes detailed minutes and other materials that have 
been filed with the Clerk of the Board. The Committee recommends ten ballot measures 
proposing amendments to the Charter. 

The Committee thoroughly reviewed the current structure and future needs of the 
County. It offers this report to further the best interests of the people and government of 
Multnomah County. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Enclosure (1) 
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CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT 

Committee Findings: 

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 3.75 that 
creates an office of citizen involvement. 

2. A Charter Review Committee has not comprehensively examined section 
3. 75 since Multnomah County vot~rs adopted the section in 1984. 

3. The Committee considered and studied each word of section 3.75. It 
heard testimony from members and staff of the Citizen Involvement 
Committee at three different Charter Committee meetings. 

4. The Committee determined that most city and county home rule charters 
do not contain citizen involvement provisions, but instead use more 
flexible citizen involvement ordinances. 

5. The Committee examined the comprehensive county citizen involvement 
ordinance and processes. 

6. The Committee considered possible amendments to the section and alsp 
considered repeal of the section as no longer necessary. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1. Citizen involvement is an important part of county government structure 
and operations. It is required and encouraged by state law and county 
ordinances. 

2. The citizen involvement section of the Charter is probably unnecessary, 
but serves . as a symbol and underlying support for county citizen 
involvement activities. 

Committee Recommendations: 

1. Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 3.75 at the November 
3, 1998 general election. 

2. The next Charter Review Committee should reexamine the section and 
determine if the citizen involvement provision still needs to remain in the 
Charter. 
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SALARY COMMISSION 

Committee Findings: 

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 4.30 that 
relates to the compensation of the Chair and County Commissioners, and 
creates a salary commission. 

2. Section 4.30 was adopted by Multnomah County voters 1982, and amended 
-~ ·=~:;r/~·; by the voters in 1984,.1986, 1989 and 1990. ~·~ ·~:-:._!~r 

3. The Committee considered and studied each word of section 4.30. The 
Salary Commission proposed a Charter amendment to r1ake its salary 
recommendations to the Board of Commissioners mandatory. The 
Committee heard testimony from Salary Commission members and the 
Auditor. 

4. The Committee determined that most other home rule county charters 
provide the non-commissioner members of county budget committees set 
the commissioner salaries. No other county has a salary commission. 

5. The Committee studied the Salary Commission recommendation and 
considered various options and word changes. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1. The Salary Commission serves an important and difficult function in county 
government: helping to determine salaries for elected officials. 

2. The Salary Commission section of the Charter should not be amended at this 
time, but serves should be studied again by the next Charter Review 
Committee to see how salary recommendations are implements. 

Committee Recommendations: 

1. Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 4.30 at the November 3, 
1998 general election .. 

2. The next Charter Review Committee should reexamine the section and 
determine if the role of the Salary Commission needs to be changed. 
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ELECTED SHERIFF 

Committee Findings: 

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 6.50(1) that 
provides for an elected sheriff for the function prescribed by state law and 
sole administration of all county jails and correctional institutions .. 

2. Multnomah County voters pqop~eq sect!gQ 6.50(1) in 1982. 

3. The Committee considered and studied each word of section 6.50(1 ). The 
Auditor proposed a Charter amendment to make the Sheriff appointed as are 
other department directors. The Committee heard testimony from the Auditor, 
two County Commissioners and the Sheriff. 

4. The Committee determined that the sheriffs of the other 35 counties are all 
elected. Not all sheriffs have administrative authority over county jails and 
other correctional facilities. 

5. The Sheriffs responsibilities for jails have increased over the years and the 
Sheriffs law enforcement responsibilities have decreased. 

6. The Committee considered and weighed the advantages and disadvantages 
of changing the Sheriff from an elective to an appointive position. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1. It is important to the county and the criminal justice system for the Sheriff to 
be an elected official. 

2. The Sheriff section of the Charter should not be amended at this time. 

Committee Recommendation: 

"Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 6.50(1) at the November 3, 
1998 general election. 
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MEASURE A 
OUTDATED PROVISIONS 

Committee Findings: 

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter has been in effect since January 
1, 1967. It originally had 56 sections. The present Charter has 64 sections. 

l,l_, ~. r.- ,. ' ··i':'Over the years the Charter has been amended 32 times; 57 sections have· z>r<f;:,"': 
been changed, many of them several times. Twelve new sections have been 
added (3.11' 3.15, 3. 75, 6.50, 11.15, 12.30, 12.40, 12.50, 12.60, 12. 70, 13.15 
& 13.23) and four original sections have been repealed (3.80, 6.30, 6.40 & 
13.30). 

2. There has not been a comprehensive review of the Charter since it was 
adopted the voters of Multnomah County. 

3. The Committee considered and studied the words of each Charter section. 
Some Charter. provisions are outdated and no longer applicable to county 
government organization or function. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1 . Many sections and parts of sections can be repealed without making any 
substantive change to county government structure or operations. 

2. Nine Charter sections should be amended to delete outdated provisions, and 
another nine sections should be repealed as no longer necessary or useful. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah 
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure A, Outdated 
Provisions. 

Amends sections 3.1 0, 3.50, 4.1 0, 4.30, 6.1 0, 6.20, 6.50, 7.1 0, and 8.1 0. 

Repeals sections 3.11, 11.1 0, 13.1 0, 13.15, 13.20, 13.25, 13.40, 13.50, 13.60. 
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MEASURE B 
SERVICE DISTRICTS 

Committee Findings: 

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter has been in effect since 
January 1, 1967. Sections 9.1 0, 9.20, and 9.30 were part of the original 
Charter. Over the years Ahe. Charter:-.lil~S been amended 32 times, but 
these sections have never been changed. 

2. These sections do not add to the legal authority given counties by Oregon 
Revised Statutes, Chapter 451, County Service Facilities. 

3. Subsection (2) of section 9.20 may impose a theoretical limitation on 
county legal authority to provide water or fire protection in territory where 
that service is furnished by a special district. This is not a practical 
limitation because the county has not provided water or fire services and 
does not anticipate providing such services. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1. Sections 9.1 0, 9.20 and 9.30 can be repealed without making any 
substantive change to county structure or operations. 

2. The repeal of these sections may increase county legal authority to the 
authority granted by state law. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah 
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure B, Service 
Districts. 
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MEASURE C 
CHARTER COMMITTEE 

Committee Findings: 

1 . Sections relating to the Charter Review Committee yvere added to the 
Multnomah County Home Rule Charter at the November 8, 1977 election. 

n. '· · ~ , · :·'_0!-Section 12.40 was amended at the November 7, 1978 election to make,­
appointments from senatorial districts with a majority of county voters, and 
require appointments by June 30, 1983. Section 12.40 was amended 
again at the November 6, 1984 election to permit one member from each 
senatorial district with less than a majority of county voters, and require 
appointments by "June 30, 1989: At the November 6, 1990 election, 
section 12.40 was amended to required appointments by June 30, 1997. 

2. The Charter does not provide for a future Charter Review Committee. 

3. Charter review is a valuable process for ensuring that the Charter provides 
an effective structure for county government. 

4. A six-year interval between Charter reviews provides an optimal balance 
between adaptability and stability in county government. 

5. The next committee should review the section 4.30 process for adjusting 
compensation for county commissioners and the work of the salary 
commission and section 12.40(4) to determine eligibility of elected officials 
and county employees to serve on the committee. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter should be formally reviewed and a report issued to the people and 
the Board of County Commissioners prior to the primary or general elections 
every six years beginning in 2004. Committee appointments should be made by 
August 30 rather than June 30 to permit members of the legislature to make 
appointments after legislative sessions end. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah 
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure C, Charter 
Review Committee. 
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MEASURED 
. APPORTIONMENT 

Committee Findings: 

1. This section relating to apportionment of comm1ss1oner districts was 
added to the Multnomah county Home Rule Charter at the November 7, 
1978 election. The section, was amel]deo at the November 6, 1984 
election to change the date for the population determination to August 1 of 
the year of the official release of the federal decennial census. 

2. Since the section was adopted, the trigger for reapportionment because of 
population differences between commissioner districts has been when any 
district is more than 115 percent of the population of any other district. 

3. Since the section was adopted, the limit has been to modify commissioner 
district boundaries so that the population of no district is more than 110 
percent the population of any other district. 

4. The use of computers now permits the auditor to determine population 
among commissioner districts much more accurately than was previously 
possible. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1. The 115% trigger for redistricting commissioner districts is far too high. A 
reasonable trigger is now 103%. 

2. The 110% limit far exceeds what can and should be achieved. A 
reasonable limit is now 1 02%. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following Charter amendment to the people of Multnomah County at 
the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure D, Apportionment of 
commissioner districts. 
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MEASURE E 
INTERIM COMMISSIONER · 

Committee Findings: 

1. When there is a vacancy in the office of Chair, Sheriff or Auditor, the 
charter allows designation of an interim occupant of the office. Subsection 
(3)> was added to section 4.50 at the March 28, 1989 election for thisc · ., 
purpose. 

2. These provisions for interim appointment dos not apply to the office of 
Commissioner. 

3. Vacancies in the office of Commissioner can make it difficult for the Board 
of County Commissioners to have a quorum to conduct county business. 

4. County services and programs suffer if the Board is unable to meet 
. because of vacancies in the office of Commissioner. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter should be amended to allow for the designation of an interim 
Commissioner to serve until the office is filled by election or appointment. 

Committee Recommendation:. 

Submit the following proposed amendment of Charter section 4.50(3) to the 
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot 
Measure E, Interim Commissioner. 
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Committee Findings: 

'MEASURE F 
TERM LIMITS 

1. At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(4) 
which restricts service to two full consecutive four-year terms in any one 
county elective office in any 12-year period.' · :c~ ,.,. ·' 

2. The two-term limit prohibits voters from deciding whether or not to retain a 
county elected official by preventing incumbents from ;,:,eing eligible for further 
service. 

3. Very few other county or city governments have adopted term limits. 

4. The current limitation deprives the public of desirable experience and 
expertise in county government by forcing elected officials from office without 
a vote. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter provision restricting elected officials to two terms shoul.d be 
repealed. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(4) to the people 
of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure 
F, Term Limits. 
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MEASURE G 
MID-TERM RESIGNATION 

·committee Findings: 

1. At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(5) that 
prohibits a county elected official from running for another elective office in 
mid-term,;' ... 

2. If a county official files for another office the Charter declares it the same as a 
resignation. Only in the Ieist year of a term may an official file for another· 
office without it being treated as a resignation . 
. 

3. No other Oregon county or city government treats filing for another office as a 
resignation. 

4. The current rule is unfair because officials of some county elected offices are 
affected more than other county officials depending on the years of their 
terms. 

5. The current rule deprives the public of desirable experience ar:td expertise in 
county government by forcing elected officials from ·office before the end of 
their terms. 

6. The current rule creates vacancies in elected offices and results in more 
elections to fill offices. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter provision requiring elected officials to resign if they file for another 
office should be repealed: 

Committee .Recommendation: 

Submission of the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(5) to the 
people of Multnomah ·County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot 
Measure No. G, Term Limits. 
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Committee Findings: 

MEASURE H 
LOBBYIST 

1. At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(3) that 
prohibits the county from employing or hiring a paid lobbyist. 

2. This bars the county from having a full-time advocate to promote the county's 
interests at the state legislature in Salem.; -~ ,,. .. !; 

3. For many purposes the county is an agent of the state. State law governs 
1 nany county services. A big portion of the county budget is controlled by the 
state legislature. 

4. No other Oregon county or city charter contains a lobbyist prohibition; other 
counties and cities have lobbyists to advocate their interests in Salem. 

5. The current rule is unfair to county citizens because their interests cannot be 
represented at the legislature as well as the interests of citizens of other 
counties and cities. 

6. In the 16 years since the lobbyist prohibition was added to the Charter, county 
services and funding have become more closely tied to state law. 

7. The current rule deprives the legislature of necessary and important 
information and expertise about county services and government. 

8. The current rule requires county volunteers and elected officials to attempt to 
serve as legislative advocates for the county. 

9. County volunteers and elected officials, and state legislators from the county 
do not have the time, resources or expertise to act as county lobbyists. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter provision prohibiting employment of a paid lobbyist should be 
repealed. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submission of the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(3) to the 
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot 
Measure H, Lobbyist. 
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Committee Findings: 

MEASURE I 
AUDITOR 

1. The voters added Charter section 8.1 0, Auditor, at the November 6, 1984 
election. The &ection was amended at the March 28, 1989 election. 

2. ·This section creates the office of county auditor and provides for an election 
every four years .. 

3. The section now states that the auditor shall conduct "internal" audits. 

4. In accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards, the 
auditor actually conducts "performance" audits. 

5. The auditor sometimes conducts other activities such as collection of 
performance data through citizen surveys or operational reviews of county 
offices. 

6. County citizens will be better served if the Charter authorizes the auditor to 
conduct studies to measure or improve county performance, as well as 
audits. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter section relating to the auditor should be amended to strengthen the 
auditor's role within the county. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit to the people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general 
election a measure amending Charter section 8.10, Ballot Measure I, Auditor. 
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------------------------------ ----~----

MEASURE J 
INSTANT RUNOFF AUTHORITY 

Committee Findings: 

1. Charter sections 4.50 and 11.15 now provide that if no candidate receives a 
majority of the votes cast in a primary election, then the two candidates 
receiving the most votes have run-off election. . , 

2. These current election process works well when there are two or three 
candidates for a county office, but work less well when there are more 
candidates. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter should be amended to allow for the Board of County Commissioners 
to by ordinance adopt another process for electing candidates. 

Committee Recommendations: 

1. Submit the following proposed amendment of Charter sections 4.50(1) 
and 11.15(3) to the people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 
general election, Ballot Measure J, Instant Runqff. 

2. The Board of Commissioners should create a task force to explore 
practical and inexpensive way to implement instant runoff. 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR MUL TNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 

RESOLUTION NO. ___ _ 

SUBMIT TO THE VOTERS CHARTER AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY THE 
COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE 

The Multnomah County Board of County Commissioners (Board) finds: 

A.- The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter (Charter) creates a 
Charter Review Committee (Committee) and directs it to review 
the Charter and any issues relating thereto. 

B. The Charter requires the Committee to report to the people 
and the Board its findings, conclusions, and recommendations 
including any amendments proposed to the county charter. 

C. The Committee has concluded its review and submitted its 
report to the Board. The Committee recommends ten separate 
measures amending the Charter for submission to the people 
of Multnomah County at the 1998 general election. 

D. The Charter requires submission to the voters of the Charter 
amendments proposed by the Committee. 

THE MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RESOLVES: 

1. The ten measures proposing amendments to the Charter 
recommended by the Committee shall be submitted to the 
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general 
election. 

2. The ballot titles, explanatory statements and changes to the 
language of the Charter for the nine measures are attached as 
Exhibits A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, and .J. 

3. The ten measures, ballot titles, explanatory statements and 
Charter text are certified to the Director of the Multnomah 
County Division of Elections. 
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---------- ------------

4. All measures approved by a majority of voters at the 
November 3, 1998 election shall take effect November 4, 1998. 

ADOPTED this __ day of August, 1998. 

REVIEWED: 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 

Beverly Stein, Chair 

Thomas Sponsler, County Counsel 
For Multnomah County, Oregon 

By ________ ~--------
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BALLOT MEASURE A 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Outdated Provisions 

QUESTION: Shall the outdated parts of the County Charter be repealed? 

STATEMENT: The County Charter Review Committee studied the words of 
each Charter section. Many sections and parts of sections 
are outdated and no longer needed. This measure repeals 
parts of nine Charter sections and repeals nine whole other 
sections. It makes no changes to county government. It 
takes effect on November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter took effect January 1, 1967. It 
began with 56 sections. It now has 64 sections. The voters have amended tne 
Charter 32 times; 57 sections have been changed, many of them several times. 
Twelve new sections have been added. Four original sections have been 
repealed. 

The Charter Review Committee carefully studied the Charter. It reviewed the 
words of each section. Some parts are outdated and no longer needed or useful. 
These parts can be repealed without changing county government structure or 
operations. The Committee proposes this measure. It will repeal nine outdated 
Charter sections. It will also delete parts of nine other sections. 

lhe nine sections repealed were used to make transitions for earlier Charter 
amendments. The parts of sections deleted include: the 1980 legal descriptions 
of commission districts, notices requirement outdated by state law, an old 
reference to the county manager, and six references to dates that have past. 

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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CHAPTER Ill. GOVERNING BODY 

3.1 0. Membership. 

The governing body shall be a boe1rd of five county commissioners. The 
chair of the board shall be elected from the county at large. Four county 
commissioners shall be elected from districts· as herein established and 
described. Descriptions for each district are based on block groups and census 
tracts as employed by the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of 
the Census, in compiling the 1980 decennial census. 

(1) Position No. 1 shall be· occupied by that commissioner elected from or 
appointed to the West District, the boundaries of which are as follows: 

Bounded on the north by Columbia County; bounded on the east as 
follows: Washington State line at the Columbia River, south to Willamette 
River, south on the Willamette River to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Steel 
Bridge, east on the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to 
21st Ave., south on 21st Ave. to 20th Ave., south on 20th Ave. to Stark 
St., east on Stark St. to 30th Ave., south on 30th Ave. to Hawthorne St., 
east on Hawthorne St. to 39th Ave., south on 39th Ave. and its extension 
to the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), southeast 
on the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way to the Clackamas County line; 
bounded on the south by Clackamas County; and bounded on the west b/y 
Washington County. This district consists of the follmving census tracts, 
l:*eek groups and blocks: · 

/\11 of census tracts 1, 2, 9.01, 9.02, 10, 11.01, 11.02, 12.01, 12.02, 13.02,, 
21, 43, 45, 46.01, 46.02, 47, 48,49, 50,51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57; 58,59, 
60.01' 60.02, 61' 62, 63, 64.01' 64 .02, 65.01' 65.02, 66.01' 66.02, 67.01' 
67.02, 68.01, 68.02, 69, 70, 71, 106.98, and 1 07.98; and those portions of 
census tracts as follows: that portion of tract 3.01 west of 39th /we. 
consisting of blocks 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 114, 115, 116, 117, 
118, 119, 123, 124, 125, 202, 203, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 219, 220, 
221' 222, 223, 224' 225, 226, 228, 233, 234' 235, 236, 255, 256, 260, 
262, and block group a; and those portions of tract 3.02 south of the 
Portland Traction R.R. right of way (40 Mile Loop Trail), and 'Nest of 39th 
/'.ve. consisting of blocks 401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 406, 410, 411, 412, 
413, 414, 415, 416, 417, 418, 419, 420, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425, 426, 
427, 428, 429, 430, 431, 432, 433, 434, 435, 436, 437, 438, block groups 
5, 6, 7, and that portion of block 327 south of the Portland Traction R.R. 
right of way (40 Mile Loop Trail). · 

(2) Position No. 2 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or 
appointed to the North District, the boundaries of which are as follows: 

Measure A Charter Text 
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(3) 

Bounded on the north by the Washington state line at the Columbia River; 
bounded on the east and south as follows: beginning at the Washington 
State .line and the Columbia River at a point west of Government Island, 
southeast along the south channel of the Columbia River to 1-205, south 
on 1-205 to Sandy Blvd., southwest on Sandy Blvd. to 82nd Ave., south on 
82nd Ave. to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Banfield Freeway, west along 
the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to the Willamette 
River at the Steel Bridge; bounded on the west by the Willamette River. 
This district consists of the following census tracts, block groups and 
blocks: 

' ... 

All of census tracts 22.01, 22.02, 23.01, 23.02, 24.01, 24 .02, 25.01, 25.02, 
26, 27.01' 27.02, 28.01' 28.02, 29.01' 29.02, 30, 31' 32, 33.01' 33.02, 
34.01' 34 .02, 35.01' 35.02, 36.01' 36.02, 36.03, 37.01' 37.02, 38.01' 
38.02, 38.03, 39.01' 39.02, 40.01' 40.02, 41.01' 41.02, 42, 4 4' 44 .99, 
72.01, 72.02, 72.09, 74, 75, 76; and those portions of census tracts as 
follows: that portion of tract 73 west of I 205, consisting of block group 1; 
and that portion of tract 77 west of I 205, consisting of blocks 1 03, 104, 
105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 
119, 120, 121, 122,123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, and block group 2, and 
that portion of block 102 west of I 205. 

Position No. 3 shall be occupied by' that commissioner elected from or 
appointed to the Central District, the boundaries of which are as follows: ' 

Bounded on the north and east as follows: beginning at the intersection of 
21st Ave. and the Union Pacific R.R, at the Banfield Freeway, east along 
the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to 82nd Ave., north 
on 82nd Ave. to Sandy Blvd., r:1ortheast and east on Sandy Blvd. to 121st 
Pl.; south on 121st Pl. to 122nd Ave., south on 122nd Ave. to the Portland 
Traction R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), east on the Portland 
Traction R.R. right-of-way to 136th Ave., south on 136th Ave. to Foster 
Rd., west on Foster Rd. to 134th Ave. south on 134th Ave. to Deardorff 
Rd., south on Deqrdorff Rd. to the Clackamas County line; bounded on 
the south by Clackamas County; bounded on the west as follows: 
beginning at the Clackamas County line and the Portland Traction R.R. 
right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail) near Johnson Creek Blvd. and 45th Pl., 
northwest along the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way to the extension of 
39th Ave., north on the extension of 39th Ave. and 39th Ave. to Hawthorne 
Blvd., west on Hawthorne Blvd. to 30th Ave., north on 30th Ave. to Stark 
St., west on Stark St. to 20th Ave., north on 20th Ave. to 21st Ave. north 
on 21st Ave. to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Banfield Freeway. +His 
district consists of the following census tracts, block groups, and blodl:s: 
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/\II of census tracts 4.01, 4 .02, 5.01, 5.02, 6.01, 6.02, 7.01, 7.02, 8.01, 
8.02, 13.01' 14' 15, 16.01' 16.02, 17.01' 17.02, 18.01' 18.02, 19, 20, 
29.03, 78, 80.01' 80.02, 81' 82.01' 82.02, 83.01' 83.02, 84' 85, 86, 87; 88; 
and those portions of census tracts as follows: that portion of tract 3.01 
east of 39th /\ve., consisting of blocks 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 112, 113, 
126, 127,201,204,205,206,207,208,209,210,211,212,218,242,and 
243; that portion of tract 3.02 east of 39th two. and north of the Portland 
Traction R.R. right of way (40 Mile Loop Trail), consisting of blocks 407, 
408, and 409, and block groups 1, 2, and 3 (except that portion of block 
327 south of the Portland Traction R.R. right of way); that portion of tract 
79 south of Sanely Blvcl, consisting of blocl~s 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 
114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125 and 126, and 
block group 2; and, that portion of tract 89 generally west of 136th fwe., 
Foster Rd., 134th /\ve., and Deardorff Rd., consisting of block groups 2, 3, 
and 4. 

(4) Position No. 4 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or 
appointed to the East District, the boundaries of which are as follows: 

Bounded on the north by the Washington State line and the Columbia River; 
bounded on the· east by Hood River County; bounded on the south by 
Clackamas County; and bounded on the west as follows: beginning at the 
intersection of the Clackamas County line and Deardorff Rd., north on 
Deardorff Rd. to 134th Ave., north on 134th Ave. to Foster Rd., east on 
Foster Rd. to 136th Ave., north on 136th Ave. to the Portland Traction 
R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), west on the Portland Traction R.R. 
right-of-way to 122nd Ave., north on 122nd Ave. to 121st Pl., north on 
121st Pl. to Sandy Blvd., west on Sandy Blvd. to 1-205, north on 1-205 to 
the south channel of the Columbia River, northwest on the south channel 
of the Columbia River to the Washington State line at a point west of 
Government Island. This district consists of the follm.ving census traets, 
block groups, and blocks: 

/\II of census tracts 90, 91, 92.01, 92.02, 93, 94, 95, 96.01, 96.02, 97.01, 
97.02, 98.01' 98.0?, 99.01' 99.02, 99.03, 100, 101' 102, 103.01' 103.02, 
104.02, 104.04, 104.05, 104.06, 104.07, and 105; and those portions of 
census tracts as follows: that portion of tract 73 east of I 205, consisting of 
block 1; that portion of tract 77 east of I 205, consisting of blocks 101, 129, 
130, and that portion of block 102 east of I 205; that portion of tract 79 
north of Sandy Blvd., consisting of blocl~s 101, 102, 103, and 108; and that 
portion of tract 89 generally east of 136th /\ve., Foster Rd., 134th /\ve., 
and Deardorff Rd., consisting of block group 1. 
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3.11. Transition. 

This measure shall take effect January 1, 1 987; provided, hmvever, that it 
shall take effect January 1, 1986 for the purpose of electing the chair of the board 
and, if required, commissioners. Incumbent commissioners, othoiwise qualified 
and eligible for holding office, may continue to hold the office for the term to 
which elected or appointed. 

3.50. Meetings. 

1. The board shall adopt and publish rules for the conduct of its. meetfng.s and 
shall conduct the meetings in accordance with the rules. 

2. The board shall schedule its regular meetings in accordance with the rules. 

3. The presiding officer or three other board members may call special meetings 
of the board, provided each board member not issuing the call is sent notice 
of the call in accordance with the board's rules. No board action at a special 
meeting, except adoption of an emergency ordinance, shall have effect after 
the next regular board meeting unless ratified at the meeting. 

4. Notice of the time and place of a board meeting, including an agenda of all 
actions to be considered at the meeting, shall be given in accordance with 
state law. posted in a conspicuous place in the county oourthouse , 

(a) 1\t least 72 hours immediately preceding the meeting, in case of a 
regular meeting; and 

(b) 1\t least 24 hours immediately preceding the meeting, in case of a 
special meeting. 

Copies of the notice shall be available at the courthouse to interested persons 
throughout the time that the notice is required to be posted. The board may, 
however, take action qn an item not on the agenda if the board deems that an 
emergency requires the action and if all the members of the board who are 
present affirmatively concur in the action. 

5. The board shall keep a journal of its proceedings. The journal shall be 
accessible to the public during regular office hours. 
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CHAPTER IV. COUNTY OFFICERS IN GENERAL 

4.1 0. Qualifications. 

(1) An elective officer of the county shall have been a qualified elector of the 
county for a year and a half immediately before becoming such an officer 
and, if a candidate for, or appointee to, a county commissioner position, 
then a resident of the district for a year and a half immediately before 
becoming such a commissioner, except as provided in section 1 3.20. 

(2) Before the electee or appointee to an elective office takes the office he or 
she shall be eligible to be bonded. The county shall maintain a corporate 
surety bond for the faithful performance of its employees and holders of 
elective office. 

4.30. Compensation of the chair and commissioners. 

The auditor shall appoint a five-member salary commission, composed of 
qualified people with personnel experience, by January 1, 1986, and by 
January 1 in of each even year thereafter. The commission's salary adjustment 
recommendations, if any, for the chair of the board of county commissioners and 
the commissioners shall be submitted to the board. The board shall establish 
salaries for the chair and the commissioners, and such salaries shall not excee,d 
the salaries recommended by the salary commission. All elected or appointed 
Multnomah County officials and employees are prohibited from serving on the 
salary commission. 

CHAPTER VI. ADMINISTRATION 

6.1 0. Chair of the board. 

The chair of the board of county commissioners: 

(1) Shall be the chief executive officer and personnel officer of the county; 

(2) . Shall preside over meetings of the board and have a vote on each matter 
before the board; 

(3) Shall have sole authority to appoint, order, direct and discharge 
administrative officers and employees of the county, except for the 
personal staff, employees or agents of elective county ·offices. 
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Appointment of department heads shall be subject to consent of a majority 
of the board of commissioners; 

(4) Shall execute the policies of the board and the ordinances of the county; 

(5) Shall sign all contracts, bonds and other instruments requiring county 
consent; 

(6) Shall prepare the county budget for submission to the board; and 

(7) May delegate his or her administrative powers but shall retain full 
responsibility for the acts of his or her subordinates. 

f81 The ehair of the board of eommissioners shall perform all funetions 
assigned in this eharter to the eounty exeeutive. The ehair shall reeeive 
the same salary as the eounty exeeutive unless ehanged in aeeordanee 
with seetion 4.30 of this eharter. This eharter may be restated by the offiee 
of eounty eounsel to replaee all referenees to the eounty m<eeutive with 
referenees to the ehair of the board of eommissioners. 

6.20. Administrative departments and functions. 

1. For purposes of county services and the administration of county affairs, the 
board of county commissioners shall establish administrative departments. / 

2. The board of county commissioners may establish, alter and abolish 
administrative departments as provided in this section. All administrative 
departments in existenee on January 1, 1985 shall eontinue until altered or 
abolished in aeeordanee v:ith this seetion. 

3. The board of county commissioners 

(a) Shall prescribe the functions of each administrative department of the 
county and 

(b) May change the functions of any of the departments from time to time. 

4. With the affirmative concurrence of four or more commissioners, the board of 
county commissioners may 

(a) Establish additional administrative departments, 

(b) Abolish any department, 

Measure A Charter Text 
(Crossed out language is deleted, 
bold underlined language is new) 

24 



(c) Combine two or more departments into one, and 

(d) Separate departments so combined. 

6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office 
in mid-term]. 

The people of Multnomah County shall elect: 

(1) A county sheriff for the function of said office as prescribed by state law 
and he or she shall have sole administration of all county jails and 
correctional institutions located in Multnomah County. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other charter· provision to the contrary, the 
salary for the sheriff shall be fixed by the board of county 
commissioners in an amount which is not less than that for any 
member of the sheriffs office. 

t21 [Amendment proposed by Ord. 4 27 § 2 (1984) (measure 8) (ballot 
measure 17) deleted elected county olerk (measure 7) (ballot measure 16) 
deleted elected district court olerk, and (measure 9) (ballot measure 18) 
deleted elected county assessor, adopted by people Nov. 6, 1984] 

@ta-1 Multnomah County shall not employ or hire a paid lobbyist. 

.Qlt41 Effective January 1, 1985, no incumbent or future elected officer of the 
county shall be eligible to serve more than two full consecutive four-year 
terms in any one elective county office within any 12-year period. If an 
officer of the county is elected or appointed to an elective county office for 
a term of less than four years, the time so served shall not be counted 
against the limitation on terms within any 12-year period. 

@te) No elected official of Multnomah County may run for another office in mid­
term. Filing for another office · in mid-term shall be the same as a 
resignation, effective as of date of filing. "Mid-term" does not include the 
final year of an elected official's term. Filing for another office in the last 
year of an elective term shall not constitute a resignation. 
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CHAPTER VII. PERSONNEL 

7.1 0. Classified service. 

The classified service of the county shall consist of all positions in the 
government of the county except those of 

(1) Elective officers, 

(2) Their personal assistants and secretaries, 

(3) Department heads, 

t41 The county manager, and . 

®tat Employees excluded by county ordinance. 

CHAPTER VIII. FINANCE 

8.1 0. Auditor. 

(1) The office of county auditor is hereby established. 

(2) At the general November election in 1966 and at the general November 
election every four years thereafter an auditor shall be elected. A candidate 
for auditor shall be a certified public accountant or certified internal auditor as 
of the date of filing for office, subject to the following provision. For the 1990 
elections only, if a person is not a certified public accountant or certified 
internal auditor at the time of filing for office, the person elected or appointed 
to the office must obtain suoh certifioation not later than one year after tal<ing 
offioe. The office of auditor shall become vacant when the person serving as 
auditor ceases to be certified. Effective upon certification, the salary for the . 
auditor shall be four-fifths of a [district] circuit court judge's salary. 

(3) The auditor shall conduct internal audits of all county operations and financial 
affairs and make reports thereof to the board of county commissioners 

· according to generally accepted government auditing standards. 

The chair of the board of commissioners or the responsible elected official 
shall respond in writing to all internal audit reports stating what actions have 
been or will be taken to address the findings contained in the· audit. The 

·written response shall be made to the board and the auditor in the manner 
and time frame requested by the auditor. 
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(4) The board shall retain each report of the auditor and· each response as a 
public record for at least three years after receiving the report and response. 

11.10 Nomination and election of officers. 

Except as this charter provides to the contrary, the manner of nominating and 
electing county officers shall be the manner prescribed by state law for the 
nomination and election of county officers in general. 

CHAPTER XIII. TRANSITION 

13.1 0. Time of effect. 

This charter shall talm effect January 1, 1967, except that it shali tal<e 
effect July 1, 1966, insofar as necessary for the election of a board of county 
commissioners and an auditor at the general November election in 1966. 

13.15. Effective date of amendment. 

The amendments adopted at the general election of 1978, which are 
incorporated herein, shall tal<e effect July 1, 1 979; provided, hmvever, they shall 
tal<e effect November 7, 1978, for the purpose of electing the county executive 
and commissioners and · determining the position for 'Nhich elected or to be 
elected. 

13.20. County commissioners. 

(1) The commissioner elected to Position No. 1 on November 7, 1978, shall 
occupy the position of county executive for a term ending December a1, 
1982. The county executive shall be elected at large thereafter. 

(2) The commissioner occupying Position ~Jo. 2 prior to November 7, 1 978, shall 
occupy Position No. a for a term ending December a1, 1980. 

(a) The commissioner elected to Position ~Jo. a on November 7, 1978, shall 
occupy Position No. '4 for a term ending December a1, 1982. 

(4) The commissioner occupying Position No. 4 prior to November 7, 1978, shall 
occupy Position No. 1 for a term ending December a1, 1 980. 

(5) The commissioner elected to Position No. 5 on November 7, 1978, shall 
occupy Position No. 2 for a term ending December a1, 1 982. 
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(6) Position No. 5 shall be filled by a special election to be called by the board to 
be held no later than June 28, 1979, for a term ending December 31, 1980. 
Candidates shall be nominated by a petition signed by 250 or more voters 
'Nithin the district in the manner prescribed by the ordinance adopted by the 
board which calls the election. 

(7) Commissioners in office on July 1, 1979, may be re elected to the position to 
which they are assigned by this· section in the next succeeding election 
without being a resident of the district which corresponds to the position 
number to which elected. 

· 1 3.25. Spending limitation. 

Total appropriations for the board of county commissioners and the county 
executive for the 1979 80 fiscal year shall not exceed the total of appropriations 
for the board of county commissioners and the county chairman for the 1978 79 
fiscal year, and annual increases thereafter shall be only such as are necessary 
and consistent with economical management. 

1 3.40. Nominating petitions. 
/ 

/\ petition for nominating a candidate for election at the general November 
election in 1966 shall state that the candidate is a candidate for a political party 
or is a nonpartisan candidate. The ballot at the election shall indicate the party 
affiliation of each partisan candidate and shall identify ea.ch nonpartisan 
candidate as such. 

1 3.50. Civil service commission. 

This charter shall not affoot the terms of offioe of members of the county 
civil service commission 1Nho are such at the time the oharter is adopted. 

1 3.60. Other officers. 

(1) After January 1, 1967, and until the administrative departments that this 
charter establishes are set in operation, the board of county 
commissioners may oontinue in operation any office of the county that is in 
operation when the charter is adopted. 

(2) The tenure in the service of the county of a county officer \Nho is not 
mentioned in previous sections of this charter but who is in office at the 
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time this charter is adopted shall be for such time after the effective date 
of the charter as the board determines. 

(3) The functions of an officer thus continued in the service of the county shall 
be the functions of the position to which the board chairman appoints him 
or her. 
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BALLOT MEASURE 8 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Service Districts 

QUESTION: Shall the service district parts of the Charter be deleted? 

STATEMENT: The Charter Review Committee studied each Charter 
section. Some sections are no longer needed. This 
measure repeals the county service district sections. State 
law allows the county to create these districts. The measure 
does not change county power or services. It takes effect 
on November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter took effect January 1, 1967. Three 
sections are about county service districts. They were part of the origin9l 
Charter. The sections have not been amended. The sections are have not 
been used. 

The sections are not needed. State law gives counties power to create special 
districts. Part of one current section may limit county legal authority to provide 
water or fire services. The county does not provide these services so the limit is 
not a real one. 

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will 
repeal three unneeded Charter sections. It will not change county power or 
services. 

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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[CHAPTER IX. SERVICE DISTRICTS] 

9.1 0. Authorization. 

Subject to the limitations ofthis chapter, the board of county 
commissioners may provide through county ser.rice districts, for the special 
benefit of persons and property there, 

(1) Public water supply, 

(2) Public fire protection, and 

(3) Any service that the county may provide through such a district by 
authority of state law. 

9.20. Limitation. 

The county 

(1) May provide sanitary ser..lice only through county service districts and 

(2) May not provide water or fire protection to the public in territory where thaJ 
ser.rice is furnished by a city or a special district. 

9.30. State lav.·. 

The procedure for establishing, operating and dissol~'ing a county serviee district 
and for changing its boundaries shall be the procedure prescribed for such action 
by state law. 
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BALLOT MEASURE C 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Review Committee. 

QUESTION: Shall the Charter continue a Charter Review Committee? 

STATEMENT: The Charter created the Charter Review Committee. The 
1 Committee believes a committee should study the Charter 

every six years. This is long enough for stability and short 
enough to make needed changes. This measure forms the 
next committee· by August 30, 2003. It amends Charter 
sections 12.40, 12.50, 12.60 and 12.70. It takes effect on 
November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Charter was amended in 1977 to create the Charter Review Committee. 
Amendments have been made to change the way appointments are made. As 
recommended by the 1990 Committee, the voters approved the current 
Committee. 

A Charter Review Committee is a good way to keep the Charter current and 
effective. The Committee suggests a six-year period between Charter 
Committees. That period is a good balance between stability and change. 

The Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will change the date of 
committee appointments from June 30 to August 30. State legislators will still 
make the appointments. This change will give them more time to act. There will 
be a committee in 2003 and then every six years. 
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12.40. Appointment of committee members. 

The charter review committee shall be composed as follows: 

(1) The committee shall have two electors appointed from each senatorial 
district having the majority of its voters within Multnomah County, and 
shall have one elector appointed from each senatorial district having less 
than a majority of its voters within Multnomah County. The committee shall 
choose their chairperson from among themselves and shall have authority 
to establish their own procedures and organization. 

(2) The state senator and the two state representatives who represent 
residents in each state senate district located in Multnomah County shall 
appoint the electors for the district. Appointees shall resid~ in the district 
and Multnomah County. If the three appointers from any senate district 
cannot agree upon an appointment, any two of the three appointers may 
make the appointment. 

(3) If two electors are appointed from a senate district, they shall not be 
registered in the same political party. 

(4) The following persons are not eligible for appointment to the committee: 
the state senators and state representatives who represent districts 
located in Multnomah County, the members of the Multnomah Coun~y 
board of county commissioners, and the chair of the board, if any, serving 
at the time of appointment. 

(5) Any vacancy in the committee shall be filled by the senator and 
representatives from the senate district who had authority to make {ffem 
which the previous member was appointed, using the same method as 
used for] the original appointment. 

(6) Original appointments shall be made _by [not later than] August [June] 
30, 2003. and every six years thereafter [1 997]. 

12.50. Scope of committee review . 
. 

(1) The committee shall commence study of the charter by all appropriate 
means including open hearings and meetings, the taking of testimony and 
interviewing witnesses. 
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(2) The committee shall review the county charter and any issues relating 
thereto. The committee shall review the section 4.30 process for 
adjusting compensation for commissioners. 

12.60. Report of com.mittee. 

At least 95 days prior to the primary or general election or both of 2004 
and every six years thereafter 4900, the committee shall report to the people 
and to the board of county commissioners their findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations including any amendments they propose to the county charter. 

12. 70. Submission of amendments to the people. 

All amendments proposed by the committee shall be submitted to the 
people of Multnomah County at the 2004 and every six years thereafter 4998 
primary or general election, or both. 
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CAPTION: 

QUESTION: 

BALLOT MEASURE D 

County Commissioner Districts 

Shall the Charter require smaller population differences in 
commissioner districts? 

STATEMENT: There are four county commissioner districts. The districts 
should have about equal population. The county auditor 
must check the districts each 1 0-years. No district may have 
more than 15 percent more people than any other district. If 
it does, then the auditor must change district boundaries. 
After the change, no district may have more than 10 percent 
more people than any other district. Computers now allow 
less size differences. This measure reduces the 15 percent 
trigger to 3 percent. It reduces the ·1 0 percent. limit to 2 
percent. It takes effect on November 4, 1998. · 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

There are four county commissioner districts. The law requires that the districts 
have about equal population. The Charter says the county auditor must 
reapportion the districts every ten years. No district may have more than 115 
percent the populations of any other district. If it does, the auditor must change 
the boundaries. After the changes, no district may have more than 110 percent 
the population of any other district.. 

The Auditor suggested the change. The Charter Review Committee studied this 
section. It feels that computers now permit the auditor to reduce district size 
differences. It backs passage of this measure. The measure will amend the 
Charter to reduce the trigger to 103 percent. It will reduce the limit to 102 
percent. It takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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3.15. Apportionment of co~missioner districts. 

Not later than August 1 in the year of the official release of each federal 
decennial census for Multnomah County, the auditor shall determine the 
population distribution among the commissioner districts specified by this charter. 
If the population of any commissioner district is more than 103 {44-al percent of 
the population of any other commissioner district, the auditor, in consultation with 
the Multnomah County elections division, shall prepare and present to the board 
of county commissioners not later than August 1, a plan for modifying the 
boundaries of the districts so that the population of no commissioner district will 
be more than 102 fi4G} percent of the population of any other commissioner 
district, notwithstanding the delineation of commissioner districts by this charter. 
The board of county commissioners shall, within 45 days of the submission of the 
report, alter the boundaries of the commissioner districts as necessary by 
ordinance to provide for an approximately equal population distribution. Change 
in boundaries of the districts shall not affect taking of office of a commissioner-

. elect with respect to the term of office for which elected prior to the adoption of 
the reapportionment. The auditor shall, as nearly as possible, retain the general 
geographic characteristics of districts established by this charter. 
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CAPTION: 

QUESTION: 

BALLOT MEASURE E 

Interim County Commissioner. 

Shall the Charter allow designation of interim county 
commissioner? 

STATEMENT: This measure amends county Charter. The Charter now 
allows an interim person to fill some offices. They may fill a 
vacancy in the office of county Chair, Sheriff or Auditor. The 
current Charter does not allow an interim to fill a vacancy in 
the office of county Commissioner. Vacancies can make it 
hard for the county Board to do business. County services 
and programs can suffer if the Board cannot meet. It needs 
a quorum to meet. The Charter Review Committee backs 
this measure. It allows an interim commissioner to serve 
until someone is elected or appointed to fill the office. It 
takes effect on November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Charter allows an interim to fill a vacancy in some county offices. They may 
fill a vacancy in the office of Chair, Sheriff or Auditor. In 1989 the Charter was 
amended for this purpose. The Charter does not allow an interim to fill a vacancy 
in the office of commissioner. 

Vacancies. in the office of commissioner can make it hard for the Board of 
Commissioners to conduct county business. The Board needs a quorum to 
meet. County services and programs can suffer if the Board cannot meet. 

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It 
amends the Charter to permit an interim commissioner. An interim will only serve 
until someone is elected or appointed to fill the office. 

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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4.50. Vacancies--Filling. 

(1) If a vacancy occurs in an elective office of the county and the .term of 
office expires: 

(a) One year or more after the vacancy occurs, then a person shall be 
elected at the next available election date to fill the vacancy for the 
remainder of the term of office. If no candidate receives a majority 
of votes cast at that election, the board of county commissioners 
shall call for a special election in which the names of the two 
candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall appear on 
the ballot. The ·candidate receiving a majority of votes cast will be 
deemed elected to fill the balance of the unexpired term. The board 
of county commissioners shall by ordinance prescribe procedures 
for nominating and electing persons to fill vacancies under this 
subsection. 

(b) Less than one year but 90 days or more after the vacancy occurs, 
then the board of county commissioners shall appoint a person to 
fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office. 

(c) Less than 90 days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall not 
be filled. 

/ 

(2) For purposes of this section 4.50, "term of office" means the term of office 
of the last person elected to the office which is vacant. . 

(3) In the event of a vacancy in an elective tRe office of chair, sheriff or 
auditor, the board shall by ordinance prescribe procedures to designate an 
interim occupant of the office. The person so designated shall serve as 
acting chair, commissioner, sheriff or auditor, as the case may be, until 
the office is filled by election or appointment, as appropriate under section 
4.50(1 ). 
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BALLOT MEASURE F 

CAPTION: County Term Limits. 

QUESTION: Shall the Charter limit on voters ability to elect a person to 
more than two four-year terms be repealed? 

STATEMENT: The Charter limits public service in county elective offices. 
No person can serve more than two four-year terms. Voters 
cannot decide to keep a person in office. The Charter 

. Review Committee feels that this rule costs the public. It 
leads to elected officials with less county experience and 
knowledge. The measure repeals Charter section 6.50(4 ). It 
takes effect on November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This measure amends the Charter. It now limits a person to two full four-year 
terms in an elective office in any .12-year period. Voters cannot decide to keep a 
county elected official in office. A person .is no longer eligible for county elected 
office. 

The Charter Review Committee feels the limit costs the public. Elected officials 
gain useful experience and knowledge. The limit prevents voters from benefiting 
from it. Most other counties and cities do not have limits. 

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will 
repeal the county term limits. 

It takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist; successive terms, running for office 
in mid-term. 

(4) Effective January 1, 1985, no incumbent or future elected officer of the 
county shall be eligible to serve more than two full consecutive four year 
terms in any one elective county office within any 12 year period. If an 
officer of the county is elected or appointed to an elective county office for 
a term of less than four years, the time so served shall not be counted 
against the limitation on terms within any 12 year period. 
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----- ---------

BALLOT MEASURE G 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Running for Office Midterm. 

QUESTION: Shall County elected officials be allowed to run for another 
elective office in midterm? 

STATEMENT: The measure amends the Charter. It allows county elected 
officials to file for another office. The Charter now treats 
filing as a re$ignation. It cuts short county elected terms. It 
creates office vacancies. It causes more elections to fill 
offices. The Charter Review Committee feels this rule limits 
public service. The measure takes effect November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The county Charter does not allow running for another elective office in midterm. 
If a county official files for another office, it is the same as a resignation .. Only in 
the last year of the term may the official file for another office. 

The measure amends the Charter. It repeals the mid-term ban. It allows elected 
officials to file for another office. The Charter Review Committee feels that the 
current rule is unfair. It limits public service in county elected offices. It cuts 
short elected terms. It creates office vacancies. It results in more elections to fill 
offices. 

· The measure takes effect November 4, 1998. 
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office 
in midterm]. 

f91 No elected official of Multnomah County may run for another office in mid 
term. Filing fur another office in midterm shall be the same as a 
resignation, effective as of date of filing. "Midterm" does not include the 
final year of an elected official's term. Filing fur another office in the last 
year of an elective term shall not constitute a resignation. 
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CAPTION: 

QUESTION: 

------ -------- ---

BAlLOT MEASURE H 

Multnomah County Lobbyist. 

Shall County Charter be amended to repeal bar on county 
lobbyist? 

•' 

STATEMENT: This amends county Charter. The Charter Review 
Committee favors passage. The measure allows the county 
to hire a lobbyist. The Charter now bars a paid county 
lobbyist. Applies to the state legislature in Salem. The 
county is not represented. The Committee believes this rule 
hurts the county and its citizens. All other counties and cities 
may have lobbyists. County interests are at a disadvantage. 
Takes effect November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Charter Committee Review Committee recommends this measure. It 
repeals the bar on a paid county lobbyist. It allows the county to hire an 
advocate. This person will represent the county and its citizens at the state 
legislature in Salem. 

A lobbyist provides information and advocates for issues. The county cannot 
fully represent its interests under the current Charter rule. County services and 
programs depend on many decisions made in Salem. The taxes paid by county 
citizens are also affected by state decisions. 

The Committee thinks that county elected officials and county state legislators do 
not have the time, resources or expertise to act as county lobbyists. 

The Committee feels it is in the best interests of county citizens for the county to 
repeal this bar. 

The measure takes effect November 4, 1998. 
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office 
in midterm]. 

(3) Multnomah County shall not employ or hire a paid lobbyist. 
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CAPTION: 

QUESTION: 

BALLOT MEASURE I 

Multnomah County Auditor 

Shall County Charter be amended to allow auditor to perform 
performance audits? 

STATEMENT: The Charter creates an elected county auditor. It now says 
the auditor must do "internal" audits. The Charter Review 

· ; .. ; Committee believes that the auditor should do "performance" 
audits. It also wants the auditor to get more data about 
county services. It feels that this will do more for county 
citizens. This measure amends the Charter. It will make the 
auditor's job bigger. It takes effect November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This measure amends the auditor section of the county Charter. It now requires 
the auditor to conduct "internal" audits of county services. The Charter 
Committee thinks the auditor should be required to do "performance" audits. 

This measure will change "internal" to "performance" audits. It will also allow the 
auditor to conduct studies to improve county efforts. The Committee found that 
county citizens will benefit if this measure is adopted. It concluded that the 
auditor's role should be increased. 

The measure takes effect November 4, 1998. 
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8.1 0. Auditor. 

1. The qffice of county auditor is hereby established. 

2. At the general November election in 1966 and at the general November 
election every four years thereafter an auditor shall be elected. A candidate 
for auditor shall be a certified public accountant or certified internal auditor as 
of the date of filing for office, subject to the following provision. For the 1990 
elections only, if a person is not a certified public accountant or certified 
internal auditor at the time of filing for office, the person elected or appointed 
to the office must obtain s~;~,ch certification not later than one year after taking 
office. The office of auditor shall become vacant when the person serving as 
auditor ceases to be certified. Effective upon certification, the salary for the 
auditor shall be four-fifths of a district court judge's salary. 

3. The auditor shall conduct internal performance audits of all county 
operations and financial affairs and make reports thereof to the board of 
county commissioners according to generally accepted government auditing 
standards. The auditor may also conduct studies intended to measure 
or improve the performance of county efforts. 

4. The chair of the board of commissioners or the responsible elected official 
shall respond in writing to all internal audit reports stating what actions have 
been or will be taken to address the findings contained in the audit. Th/e 
written response shall be made to the board and the auditor in the manner 
and time frame requested by the auditor. 

s . The board shall retain each report of the auditor and each response as a 
public record for at least three years after receiving the report and response .. 
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CAPTION: 

QUESTION: 

BALLOT MEASURE J 

Multnomah County Elections 

Shall County Charter be amended to allow instant runoff 
elections? 

STATEMENT: The Charter now provides that the candidates who receive 
! ·~ the most votes in a primary are in a runoff. The ·oregon 

Constitution permits local laws to allow voters to mark first, 
second or additional choices among the candidates for any 
office. This measure amends ihe Charter to allow the Board 
of Commissioners to use an instant runoff election process. 
It does not require instant runoff. It takes effect November 4, 
1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This measure amends the election sections of the county Charter. They now 
require a runoff if no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast. The Charter 
Committee feels the Board of Commissioners should be able to adopt an instant 
runoff election process. 

This measure will remove the automatic runoff provisions from the Charter. It will 
permit the Board to adopt a different runoff process. 

The measure will take effect November 4, 1998. 
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4.50. Vacancies--Filling. 

(1) If a vacancy occurs in an elective office of the county and the term of 
office expires: 

(a) One year or more after the vacancy occurs, then a person shall be 
elected at the next available election date to fill the vacancy for the 
remainder of the term of office. If no candidate receives a majority 
of votes cast at that election, the board of county commissioners 
shall call for a special election in which the names of the two 
candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall appear on 
the ball.ot. , The candidate receiving a majority of votes cast will be 
deemed elected to fill the balance of the unexpired term. The 
board of county commissioners shall by ordinance prescribe 
procedures for nominating and electing persons to fill 
vacancies under this subsection. The Board may provide for 
voters direct or indirect expressions of first, second or 
additional choices among the candidates for any office. 

(b) Less than one year but 90 days or more after the vacancy occurs, 
then the board of county commissioners shall appoint a person to 
fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office. 

(c) Less than 90 days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall n9t 
be filled. 

11.15. ELECTION OF OFFICERS [Nonpartisan offices]. 

(1) All elective county offices shall be nonpartisan. 

(2) The manner of nominating and electing officers shall be the same as that 
established by state law for nominating and electing circuit court judges, 
except as this charter provides to the contrary. 

(3) Petitions or declarations of candidacy shall contain no reference to any 
political party ballot or to the political party affiliation of the candidate. 

(4) The names of all candidates shall appear on the primary election ballot. If 
a candidate receives a majority of the votes cast for a· position at the 
primary election, the candidate shall be elected to the position. If no 
candidate for a position at a primary election receives a majority of the 
votes cast for the position, the two candidates receiving the highest 
number of votes shall be [declared nominees and their names shall 
appear on the general election ballot Board of County Commissioners 
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shall by ordinance prescribe procedures for electing a candidate 
under this section. The board may provide for voters direct or 
indirect expressions of first. second or additional choices among the 
candidates or any office. · 

(5) If a candidate dies, withdraws, or becomes otherwise ineligible on or after 
the primary election date, candidates for the office shall be nominated by 
petition or assembly in the manner provided by state law for the 
nomination of independent candidates. 

[Amendment proposed by Ord. 170 § 7 (1978), adopted by people Nov. 7, 1978; 
amendment proposed by Ord. 427 § 2 (1984) (measures 2, 14) (ballot measures 
11, 23), adopted by people Nov. 6, 1984] 
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July 14, 1998 

MULTNOMAH COUNTY 
CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE 

MEASURE SUMMARY 

The Multnomah County Charter Review Committee report recommends voter approval 
often measures that would amend the Charter. The measures will be on the November 3, 
1998 general election ballot. Most of the measures relate to housekeeping matters and 
are not controversial. Some of the measures involve policy decisions and may be 
controversial. 

HOUSEKEEPING MEASURES 

Measure A- Outdated Provisions 
Amends nine charter sections and repeals nine other sections to remove outdated 
provisions no longer necessary or useful. No substance changes; only removes 
deadwood and makes Charter easier to read and understand. 

Measure B- Service Districts 
Repeals three Charter sections relating to county service districts. They have 
never been used and unnecessarily duplicate state law. Removes sections never 
used since 1967, and does not affect County legal authority 

Measure C- Charter Committee 
Amends four Charter sections relating to charter review committee. Provides for 
committee appointments every six years beginning in 2003. Requires 
appointments by August 30, and reports the following year. Permanently 
continues role for Charter Review Committee added to Charter in 1984. Refines 
appointment process. 

Measure 1- County Auditor· 
Amends Charter section 8.10 to require auditor to conduct performance audits, 
and increases role to include studies to improve county services. Legally requires 
auditor to conduct performance audits. It does not-change current practice. 

Measure D- County Commission Districts 
Amends Charter to require less population differences between the four county . . 
commission districts. County auditor must reapportion to higher standard. New 
technology permits greater apportionment accuracy. It legally requires current 
practice. 



Measure E- Interim County Commissioner 
Amends Charter section 4.50(3) to allow designation of interim county 
commissioner to serve until the office is filled by election or appointment. 
Responds to problems created by recent Board o(Commission vacancies. Allows 
interim designation of Commissioners in same manner the Charter currently 
allows for Chair, Sheriff and Auditor. 

POLICY MEASURES 

Measure G- Running for Office Midterm 
Reoeals Charter section 6.50(5) ban on running for another elective office in 
midterm. Allows elected official to file for another office without creating a 
vacancy in county elected office. Responds to vacancies recently created by this 
section. 

Measure J- County Elections 
Amends Charter to permit Board of Commissioners to adopt an instant runoff 
election process. The measure removes the automatic runoff provisions from the 
Charter. Gives Charter authority to Board to adopt election runoff provisions that 
meet requirements of state Constitution. 

Measure F- County Term Limits 
Repeals Charter section 6.50(4) restriction on eligibility to serve more than two 
consecutive four-year terms in any county elective office within a 12-year period. 
Permits voters to limit terms at elections. Increases experience and expertise of 
county elected officials. Makes Multnomah County consistent with other 
counties and cities. 

Measure H- County Lobbyist 
Repeals Charter section 6.50(3) bar on paid county lobbyist. Allows county to 
hire advocate to represent county and its citizens at state legislature in Salem. 
Permits county to more fully participate in state decisions. Allows county to have 
same representation as other counties and cities. 
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MEMBERS 

Nita Brueggeman, Chair 
Deirdre Molander, Vice Chair 
Sandra J. Cover 
Patrick F. Donaldson 
John Fyre 
Donald W. Green, Ill 
David J. Hunnicutt 

Board of Commissioners 
Multnomah County 
1120 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 1515 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

Dear Commissioners: 

July 30, 1998 

John Lewis 
Robert A. Neibert 

Lou Savage 
Robert H. Slyter 

Frank A. Windust, Jr. 
Marvin Woidyla 
Jim Worthingon 

Attached is the report to the people and to the Board of County Commissioners required 
by Multnomah County Home Rule Charter section 12.60. The report contains the 
Committee's findings, conclusions and recommendations including proposed 
amendments to the Charter. 

The Committee began its work in September 1997 and held 23 public meetings. It made 
a comprehensive study of each section of the charter. It held public hearings in each 
commission district. Its record includes detailed minutes and other materials that have 
been filed with the Clerk of the Board. The Committee recommends ten ballot measures 
proposing amendments to the Charter. 

The Committee thoroughly reviewed the current structure and future needs of the 
County. It offers this report to further the best interests of the people and government of 
Multnomah County. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Enclosure (1) 
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CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT 

Committee Findings: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 3. 75 that 
creates an office of citizen involvement. 

A Charter Review Committee has not comprehensively examined section 
3. 75 since Multnomah County voters adopted the section in 1984. 

The Committee considered and studied each word of section 3.75. It 
heard testimony from members and staff of the Citizen Involvement 
Committee at three different Charter Committee meetings. 

The Committee determined that most city and county home rule charters 
do not contain citizen involvement provisions, but instead use more 
flexible citizen involvement ordinances. 

The Committee examined the comprehensive county citizen involvement 
ordinance and processes. 

The Committee considered possible amendments to the section and also 
considered repeal of the section as no longer necessary. 

Committee Conclusions:, 

1. Citizen involvement is an important part of county government structure 
and operations. It is required and encouraged by state law and county 
ordinances. 

2. The citizen involvement section of the Charter is probably unnecessary, 
but serves as a symbol and underlying support for county citizen 
involvement activities. 

Committee Recommendations: 

1. Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 3. 75 at the November 
3, 1998 general election. 

2. The next Charter Review Committee should reexamine the section and 
determine if the citizen involvement provision still needs to remain in the 
Charter. 
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SALARY COMMISSION 

Committee Findings: 

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 4.30 that 
relates to the compensation of the Chair and County Commissioners, and 
creates a salary commission. 

2. Section 4.30 was adopted by Multnomah County voters 1982, and amended 
by the voters in 1984, 1986, 1989 and 1990. 

3 .. The Committee considered and studied each word of section 4.30. The 
Salary Commission proposed a Charter amendment to make its salary 
recommendations to the Board of Commissioners mandatory. The 
Committee heard testimony from Salary Commission members and the 
Auditor. 

4. The Committee determined that most other home rule county charters 
provide the non-commissioner members of county budget committees set 
the commissioner salaries. No other county has a salary commission. 

5. The Committee studied the Salary Commission recommendation and 
considered various options and word changes. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1. The Salary Commission serves an important and difficult function in county 
government: helping to determine salaries for elected officials. 

2. The Salary Commission section of the Charter should not be amended at this 
time, but serves should be studied again by the next Charter Review 
Committee to see how salary recommendations are implements. 

Committee Recommendations: 

1. Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 4.30 at the November 3, 
1998 general election. 

2. The next Charter Review Committee should reexamine the section and 
determine if the role of the Salary Commission needs to be changed. 

3 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ELECTED SHERIFF 

Committee Findings: 

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter contains section 6.50(1) that 
provides for an elected sheriff for the function prescribed by state law and 
sole administration of all county jails and correctional institutions. 

2. Multnomah County voters adopted section 6.50(1) in 1982. 

3. The Committee considered and studied each word of section 6.50(1 ). The 
Auditor proposed a Charter amendment to make the Sheriff appointed as are 
other department directors. The Committee heard testimony from the Auditor, 
two County Commissioners and the Sheriff. 

4. The Committee determined that the sheriffs of the other 35 counties are all 
elected. Not all sheriffs have administrative authority over county jails and 
other correctional facilities. 

5. The Sheriffs responsibilities for jails have increased over the years and the 
Sheriffs law enforcement responsibilities have decreased. 

6. The Committee considered and weighed the advantages and disadvantages 
of changing the Sheriff from an elective to an appointive position. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1 . It is important to the county and the criminal justice system for the Sheriff to 
be an elected official. 

2. The Sheriff section of the Charter should not be amended at this time. 

.committee Recommendation: 

Propose no Charter amendment relating to section 6.50(1) at the November 3, 
1998 general election. 
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MEASURE A 
OUTDATED PROVISIONS 

Committee Findings: 

1. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter has been in effect since January 
1 , 1967. It originally had 56 sections. The present Charter has 64 sections. 
Over the years the Charter has been amended 32 times; 57 sections have 
been changed, many of them several times. Twelve new sections have been 
added (3.11, 3.15, 3.75, 6.50, 11.15, 12.30, 12.40, 12.50, 12.60, 12.70, 13.15 
& 13.25) and four original sections have been repealed (3.80, 6.30, 6.40 & 
13.30). 

2. There has not been a comprehensive review of the Charter since it was 
adopted the voters of Multnomah County. 

3. The Committee considered and studied the words of each Charter section. 
Some Charter provisions are outdated and no longer applicable to county 
government organization or function. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1. Many sections and parts of sections can be repealed without making any 
substantive change to county government structure or operations. 

2. Nine Charter sections should be amended to delete outdated provisions, and 
another nine sections should be repealed as no longer necessary or useful. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah 
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure A, Outdated 
Provisions. 

Amends sections 3.1 0, 3.50, 4.1 0, 4.30, 6.1 0, 6.20, 6.50, 7.1 0, and 8.1 0. 

Repeals sections 3.11, 11.1 0, 13.1 0, 13.15, 13.20, 13.25, 13.40, 13.50, 13.60. 

5 
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MEASURE B 
SERVICE DISTRICTS 

Committee Findings: 

1. 

2. 

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter has been in effect since 
January 1, 1967. Sections 9.1 0, 9.20, and 9.30 were part of the original 
Charter. Over the years the Charter has been amended 32 times, but 
these sections have never been changed. 

These sections do not add to the legal authority given counties by Oregon 
Revised Statutes, Chapter 451, County Service Facilities. 

3. Subsection (2) of section 9.20 may impose a theoretical limitation on 
county legal authority to provide water or fire protection in territory where 
that service is furnished by a special district. This is not a practical 
limitation because the county has not provided water or fire services and 
does not anticipate providing such services. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1. 

2. 

Sections 9.1 0, 9.20 and 9.30 can be repealed without making any 
substantive change to county structure or operations. 

The repeal of these sections may increase county legal authority to the 
authority granted by state law. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah 
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure 8, Service 
Districts. -

6 
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MEASURE C 
CHARTER COMMITTEE 

Committee Findings: 

1. Sections relating to the Charter Review Committee were added to the 
Multnomah County Home Rule Charter at the November 8, 1977 election. 
Section 12.40 was amended at the November 7, 1978 election to make 
appointments from senatorial districts with a majority of county voters, and 
require appointments by June 30, 1983. Section 12.40 was amended 
again at the November 6, 1984 election to permit one member from each 
senatorial district with less than a majority of county voters, and require 
appointments by June 30, 1989. At the November 6, 1990 election, 
section 12.40 was amended to required appointments by June 30, 1997. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

The Charter does not provide for a future Charter Review Committee. 

Charter review is a valuable process for ensuring that the Charter provides 
an effective structure for county government. 

A six-year interval between Charter reviews provides an optimal balance 
between adaptability and stability in county government. 

The next committee should review the section 4.30 process for adjusting 
compensation for county commissioners and the work of the salary 
commission and section 12.40(4) to determine eligibility of elected officials 
and county employees to serve on the committee. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter should be formally reviewed and a report issued to the people and 
. the Board of County Commissioners prior to the primary or general elections 

every six years beginning in 2004. Committee appointments should be made by 
August 30 rather than June 30 to permit members of the legislature to make 
appointments after legislative sessions end. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following proposed Charter amendments to the people of Multnomah 
County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure C, Charter 
Review Committee. 

7 
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MEASURED 
APPORTIONMENT 

Committee Findings: 

1. This section relating to apportionment of comm1ss1oner districts was 
added to the Multnomah county Home Rule Charter at the November 7, 
1978 election. The section was amended at the November 6, 1984 
election to change the date for the population determination to August 1 of 
the year of the official release of the federal decennial census. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Since the section was adopted, the trigger for reapportionment because of 
population differences between commissioner districts has been when any 
district is more than 115 percent of the population of any other district. 

Since the section was adopted, the limit has been to modify commissioner 
district boundaries so that the population of no district is more than 110 
percent the population of any other district. 

The use of computers now permits the auditor to determine population 
among commissioner districts much more accurately than was previously 
possible. 

Committee Conclusions: 

1. The 115% trigger for redistricting commissioner districts is far too high. A 
reasonable trigger is now 103%. 

2. The 110% limit far exceeds what can and should be achieved. A 
reasonable limit is now 102%. 

·Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following Charter amendment to the people of Multnomah County at 
the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure D, Apportionment of 
commissioner districts. 
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MEASURE E 
INTERIM COMMISSIONER 

Committee Findings: 

1. When there is a vacancy in the office of Chair, Sheriff or Auditor, the 

charter allows designation of an interim occupant of the office. Subsection 

(3) was added to section 4.50 at the March 28, 1989 election for this 
purpose. 

2. These provisions for interim appointment dos not apply to the office of 

Commissioner. 

3. Vacancies in the office of Commissioner can make it difficult for the Board 

of County Commissioners to have a quorum to conduct county business. 

4. County services and programs suffer if the Board is unable to meet 

because of vacancies in the office of Commissioner. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter should be amended to allow for the designation of an interim 

Commissioner to serve until the office is filled by election or appointment. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following proposed amendment of Charter section 4.50(3) to the 

people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot 

Measure E, Interim Commissioner. 
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Committee Findings: 

MEASURE F 
TERM LIMITS 

1. At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(4) 
which restricts service to two full consecutive four-year terms in any one 
county elective office in any 12-year period. 

2. The two-term limit prohibits voters from deciding whether or not to retain a 
county elected official by preventing incumbents from being eligible for further 
service. 

3. Very few other county or city governments have adopted term limits. 

4. The current limitation deprives the public of desirable experience and 
expertise in county government by forcing elected officials from office without 
a vote. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter provision restricting elected officials to two terms should be 
repealed. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(4) to the people 
of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot Measure 
F, Term Limits. 
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MEASURE G 
MID-TERM RESIGNATION 

Committee Findings: 

1. At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(5) that 
prohibits a county elected official from running for another elective office in 
mid-term. 

2. If a county official files for another office the Charter declares it the same as a 
resignation. Only in the last year of a term may an official file for another 
office without it being treated as a resignation. 

3. No other Oregon county or city government treats filing for another office as a 
resignation. 

4. The current rule is unfair because officials of some county elected offices are 
affected more than other county officials depending on the years of their 
terms. 

5. The current rule deprives the public of desirable experience and expertise in 
county government by forcing elected officials from office before the end of 
their terms. 

6. The current rule creates vacancies in elected offices and results in more 
elections to fill offices. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter provision requiring elected officials to resign if they file for another 
office should be repealed. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submission of the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(5) to the 
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot 
Measure No. G, Term Limits. 

11 
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Committee Findings: 

MEASURE H 
LOBBYIST 

1. At the May 18, 1982 election the voters adopted Charter section 6.50(3) that 
prohibits the county from employing or hiring a paid lobbyist. 

2. This bars the county from having a full-time advocate to promote the county's 
interests at the state legislature in Salem. 

3. For many purposes the county is an agent of the state. State law governs 
many county services. A big portion of the county budget is controlled by the 
state legislature. 

4. No other Oregon county or city charter contains a lobbyist prohibition; other 
counties and cities have lobbyists to advocate their interests in Salem. 

5. The current rule is unfair to county citizens because their interests cannot be 
represented at the legislature as well as the interests of citizens of other 
counties and cities. 

6. In the 16 years since the lobbyist prohibition was added to the Charter, county 
services and funding have become more closely tied to state law. 

7. The current rule deprives the legislature of necessary and important 
information and expertise about county services and government. 

8. The current rule requires county volunteers and elected officials to attempt to 
serve as legislative advocates for the county. 

9. County volunteers and elected officials, and state legislators from the county 
do not have the time, resources or expertise to act as county lobbyists. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter provision prohibiting employment of a paid lobbyist should be 
repealed. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submission of the following Charter amendment repeal of section 6.50(3) to the 
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general election, Ballot 
Measure H, Lobbyist. 

12 
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Committee Findings: 

MEASURE I 
AUDITOR 

1. The voters added Charter section 8.1 0, Auditor, at the November 6, 1984 
election. The section was amended at the March 28, 1989 election. 

2. This section creates the office of county auditor and provides for an election 
every four years. 

3. The section now states that the auditor shall conduct "internal" audits. 

4. In accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards, the 
auditor actually conducts "performance" audits. 

5. The auditor sometimes conducts other activities such as collection of 
performance data through citizen surveys or operational reviews of county 
offices. 

6. County citizens will be better served if the Charter authorizes the auditor to 
conduct studies to measure or improve county performance, as well as 
audits. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter section relating to the auditor should be amended to strengthen the 
auditor's role within the county. 

Committee Recommendation: 

Submit to the people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general 
election a measure amending Charter section 8.10, Ballot Measure I, Auditor. 

13 
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MEASUREJ 
INSTANT RUNOFF AUTHORITY 

Committee Findings: 

1. Charter sections 4.50 and 11.15 now provide that if no candidate receives a 
majority of the votes cast in a primary election, then the two candidates 
receiving the most votes have run-off election. 

2. These current election process works well when there are two or three 
candidates for a county office, but work less well when there are more 
candidates. 

Committee Conclusion: 

The Charter should be amended to allow for the Board of County Commissioners 
to by ordinance adopt another process for electing candidates. 

Committee Recommendations: 

1. Submit the following proposed amendment of Charter sections 4.50(1) 
and 11.15(3) to the people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 
general election, Ballot Measure J, Instant Runoff. 

2. The Board of Commissioners should create a task force to explore 
practical and inexpensive way to implement instant runoff. 

14 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR MUL TNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 

RESOLUTION NO. ___ _ 

SUBMIT TO THE VOTERS CHARTER AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY THE 
COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE 

The Multnomah County Board of County Commissioners (Board) finds: 

A. The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter (Charter) creates a 
Charter Review Committee (Committee) and directs it to review 
the Charter and any issues relating thereto. 

B. The Charter requires the Committee to report to the people 
and the Board its findings, conclusions, and recommendations 
including any amendments proposed to the county charter. 

C. The Committee has concluded its review and submitted its 
report to the Board. The Committee recommends ten separate 
measures amending the Charter for submission to the people 
of Multnomah County at the 1998 general election. 

D. The Charter requires submission to the voters of the Charter 
amendments proposed by the Committee. 

THE MUL TNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RESOLVES: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The ten measures proposing amendments to the Charter 
recommended by the Committee shall be submitted to the 
people of Multnomah County at the November 3, 1998 general 
election. 

The ballot titles, explanatory statements and changes to the 
language of the Charter for the nine measures are attached as 
Exhibits A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, and J. 

The ten measures, ballot titles, explanatory statements and 
Charter text are certified to the Director of the Multnomah 
County Division of Elections. 
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4. All measures approved by a majority of voters at the 
November 3, 1998 election shall take effect November 4, 1998. 

ADOPTED this __ day of August, 1998. 

REVIEWED: 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR MUL TNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 

Beverly Stein, Chair 

Thomas Sponsler, County Counsel 
For Multnomah County, Oregon 

By _________________ _ 
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BALLOT MEASURE A 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Outdated Provisions 

QUESTION: Shall the outdated parts of the County Charter be repealed? 

STATEMENT: The County Charter Review Committee studied the words of 
each Charter section. Many sections and parts of sections 
are outdated and no longer needed. This measure repeals 
parts of nine Charter sections and repeals nine whole other 
sections. It makes no changes to county government. It 
takes effect on November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter took effect January 1, 1967. It 
began with 56 sections. It now has 64 sections. The voters have amended the 
Charter 32 times; 57 sections have been changed, many of them several times. 
Twelve new sections have been added. Four original sections have been 
repealed. 

The Charter Review Committee carefully studied the Charter. It reviewed the 
words of each section. Some parts are outdated and no longer needed or useful. 
These parts can be repealed without changing county government structure or 
operations. The Committee proposes this measure. It will repeal nine outdated 
Charter sections. It will also delete parts of nine other sections. 

The nine sections repealed were used to make transitions for earlier Charter 
amendments. The parts of sections deleted include: the 1980 legal descriptions 
of commission districts, notices requirement outdated by state law, an old 
reference to the county manager, and six references to dates that have past. 

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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CHAPTER Ill. GOVERNING BODY 

3.1 0. Membership. 

The governing body shall be a board of five county commissioners. The 
chair of the board shall be elected from the county at large. Four county 
commissioners shall be elected from districts as herein established and 
described. Dessriptions for eash distriot are based on blosk groups and sensus 
traots as employed by the United States Department of Commeroe, Bureau of 
the Census, in sompiling the 1980 desennial sensus. 

(1) Position No. 1 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or 
appointed to the West District, the boundaries of which are as follows: 

Bounded on the north by Columbia County; bounded on the east as 
follows: Washington State line at the Columbia River, south to Willamette 
River, south on the Willamette River to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Steel 
Bridge, east on the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to 
21st Ave., south on 21st Ave. to 20th Ave., south on 20th Ave. to Stark 
St., east on Stark St. to 30th Ave., south on 30th Ave. to Hawthorne St., 
east on Hawthorne St. to 39th Ave., south on 39th Ave. and its extension 
to the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), southeast 
on the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way to the Clackamas County line; 
bounded on the south by Clackamas County; and bounded on the west by 
Washington County. This distriot sonsists of the following sensus traots, 
91eck groups and blosks: 

1\11 of sensus traots 1, 2, 9.01, 9.02, 10, 11.01, 11.02, 12.01, 12.02, 1 3.02, 
21,43,45,46.01,46.02, 47, 48,49,50,51, 52,53,54,55,56, 57, 58,59, 
60.01, 60.02, 61, 62, 63, 64.01, 64.02, 65.01, 65.02, 66.01, 66.02, 67.01, 
67.02, 68.01, 68.02, 69, 70, 71, 106.98, and 1 07.98; and those portions of 
sensus traots as follows: that portion of traot 3.01 'Nest of 39th 1\ve. 
sonsisting of blosks 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 114, 115, 116, 117, 
118, 110, 123, 124, 125, 202, 203, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 210, 220, 
221, 222, 223, 224, 225, 226, 228, 233, 234, 235, 236, 255, 256, 2~ 
262, and blosk group a; and those portions of traot 3.02 south of tho 
Portland Tr=aotion R.R. right of way (40 Milo loop Trail), and west of 39th 
1\vo. sonsisting of blosks 401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 406, 410, 411, 412, 
413, 414, 415, 416, 417, 418, 410, 420, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425, 426, 
427, 428, 420, 430, 431, 432, 433, 434, 435, 436, 437, 438, blook groups 
5, 6, 7, and that portion of blosk 327 south of tho Portland Traotion R.R. 
right of way (4 0 Mile loop Trail). 

(2) Position No. 2 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or 
appointed to the North District, the boundaries of which are as follows: 

Measure A Charter Text 
(Crossed out language deleted, 
bold underlined language is new) 

19 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Bounded on the north by the Washington state line at the Columbia River; 
bounded on the east and south as follows: beginning at the Washington 
State line and the Columbia River at a point west of Government Island, 
southeast along the south channel of the Columbia River to 1-205, south 
on 1-205 to Sandy Blvd., southwest on Sandy Blvd. to 82nd Ave., south on 
82nd Ave. to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Banfield Freeway, west along 
the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to the Willamette 
River at the Steel Bridge; bounded on the west by the Willamette River. 
This distrist sonsists of tho following sensus trasts, blosk groups and 
blosks: 

.'\11 of sensus trasts 22.01, 22.02, 23.01, 23.02, 24.01, 24 .02, 26.01, 26.02, 
29, 27.01' 27.02, 28.01' 28.02, 2Q.01' 2Q.02, 30, 31' 32, 33.01' 33.02, 
34.01, 34.02, 36.01, 36.02, 39.01, 36.02, 39.03, 37.01, 37.02, 38.01, 
38.02, 38.03, 3Q.01, 3Q.02, 40.01, 40.02, 41.01, 41.02, 42, 44, 44.QQ, 
72.01, 72.02, 72.QQ, 74, 76, 79; and those portions of sensus trasts as 
follows: that portion of trast 73 west of I 206, sonsisting of blosk group 1 ; 
and that portion of trast 77 \•test of I 206, sonsisting of blosks 1 oa, 1 04, 
106, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 
119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, and blosk group 2, and 
that portion of blosk 1 02 west of I 206. 

(3) Position No. 3 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or 
appointed to the Central District, the boundaries of which are as follows: 

Bounded on the north and east as follows: beginning at the intersection of 
21st Ave. and the Union Pacific R.R, at the Banfield Freeway, east along 
the Union Pacific R.R. parallel to the Banfield Freeway to 82nd Ave., north 
on 82nd Ave. to Sandy Blvd., northeast and east on Sandy Blvd. to 121st 
Pl.; south on 121st Pl. to 122nd Ave., south on 122nd Ave. to the Portland 
Traction R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), east on the Portland 
Traction R.R. right-of-way to 136th Ave., south on 136th Ave. to Foster 
Rd., west on Foster Rd. to 134th Ave. south on 134th Ave. to Deardorff 
Rd., south on Deardorff Rd. to the Clackamas County line; bounded on 
the south by Clackamas County; bounded on the west as follows: 
beginning at the Clackamas County line and the Portland Traction R.R. 
right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail) near Johnson Creek Blvd. and 45th Pl., 
northwest along the Portland Traction R.R. right-of-way to the extension of 
39th Ave., north on the extension of 39th Ave. and 39th Ave. to Hawthorne 
Blvd., west on Hawthorne Blvd. to 30th Ave., north on 30th Ave. to Stark 
St., west on Stark St. to 20th Ave., north on 20th Ave. to 21st Ave. north 
on 21st Ave. to the Union Pacific R.R. at the Banfield Freeway. +Ris 
distriot oonsists of the following sensus trasts, blosk groups, and blosks: 

Measure A Charter Text 
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All of sensus trasts 4.01, 4.02, 5.01, 5.02, 6.01, 6.02, 7.01, 7.02, 8.01, 

8.02, 1 a.o1' 14' 15, 16.01' 16.02, 17.01' 17.02, 18.01' 18.02, 1 Q, 20, 

2Q.Oa, 78, 80.01' 80.02, 81' 82.01' 82.02, 8a.01' 8a.02, 84' 85, 86, 87, 88; 
and those portions of sensus traots as follows: that portion of traot a.01 

east of amh /we., sonsisting of blosks 101, 102, 10a, 104, 105, 112, 11a, 
126, 127,201,204,205,206,207,208,20Q,210,211,212,218,242,and 

24a; that portion of traot a.02 east of aQth 1\v·e. and north of the Portland 
Trootion R.R. right of Viay (40 Mile Loop Troil), sonsisting of blosks 407, 
408, and 40Q, and blosk groups 1, 2, and a (mmept that portion of blosk 
a27 south of the Portland Traotion R.R. right of ·.vay); that portion of traot 
79 south of Sandy Blvd., sonsisting of blosks 109, 110, 111, 112, 11a, 
114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 11Q, 120, 121, 122, 12a, 124, 125 and 126, and 

blosk group 2; and, that portion of traot 89 generally west of 1a6th /we., 
Foster Rd., 1a4th Avo., and Doardor# Rd., sonsisting of blosk groups 2, a, 
and 4. 

(4) Position No. 4 shall be occupied by that commissioner elected from or 

appointed to the East District, the boundaries of which are as follows: 

Bounded on the north by the Washington State line and the Columbia River; 
bounded on the east by Hood River County; bounded on the south by 
Clackamas County; and bounded on the west as follows: beginning at the 
intersection of the Clackamas County line and Deardorff Rd., north on 
Deardorff Rd. to 134th Ave., north on 134th Ave. to Foster Rd., east on 
Foster Rd. to 136th Ave., north on 136th Ave. to the Portland Traction 
R.R. right-of-way (40 Mile Loop Trail), west on the Portland Traction R.R. 
right-of-way to 122nd Ave., north on 122nd Ave. to 121st Pl., north on 
121st Pl. to Sandy Blvd., west on Sandy Blvd. to 1-205, north on 1-205 to 

the south channel of the Columbia River, northwest on the south channel 
of the Columbia River to the Washington State line at a point west of 
Government Island. This distriot sonsists of the follm•.<ing sensus trasts, 
blook groups, and blosks: 

All of sensus traots 90, 91, Q2.01, 92.02, 9a, 94, 95, 96.01, Q6.02, 97.01, 
97.02, 98.01, 98.02, 99.01, 99.02, 99.03, 100, 101, 102, 10a.o1, 10a.02, 

104.02, 104.04, 104.05, 104.06, 104.07, and 105; and those portions of 
sensus traots as follo'NS: that portion of traot 73 east of I 205, sonsisting of 

blook 1; that portion oftraot 77 east of I 205, oonsisting of blosl~s 101, 129, 
1 ao, and that portion of blook 102 east of I 205; that portion of trast 7Q 
north of Sandy 81,/d., oonsisting of blooks 101, 102, 103, and 108; and that 
portion of traot 89 generally east of 136th Ave., Foster Rd., 134th /we., 
and Deardor# Rd., sonsisting of blook group 1. 
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3.11. Transition. 

This measi:Jre shall take effest Jani:Jary 1, 1 987; provided, however, that it 
shall take effest Jani:Jary 1 , 1 986 for the pi:Jrpose of elesting the ohair of the board 
and, if reqi:Jired, oommissioners. lnoi:Jmbent oommissioners, otherwise qi:Jalified 
and eligible for holding offioe, may oontini:Je to hold the offioe for the term to 
whish eleoted or appointed. 

3.50. Meetings. 

1. The board shall adopt and publish rules for the conduct of its meetings and 
shall conduct the meetings in accordance with the rules. 

2. The board shall schedule its regular meetings in accordance with the rules. 

3. The presiding officer or three other board members may call special meetings 
of the board, provided each board member not issuing the call is sent notice 
of the call in accordance with the board's rules. No board action at a special 
meeting, except adoption of an emergency ordinance, shall have effect after 
the next regular board meeting unless ratified at the meeting. 

4. Notice of the time and place of a board meeting, including an agenda of all 
actions to be considered at the meeting, shall be given in accordance with 
state law. posted in a oonspioi:JOI:JS plaoo in tho ooi:Jnty oomthoi:Jse 

(a) At least 72 hoi:Jrs immediately proooding the mooting, in ease of a 
rogi:Jiar meeting; and 

(b) At least 24 hoi:Jrs immediately prooeding the meeting, in ease of a 
speoial meeting. 

Copies of the notice shall be available at the oomthoi:Jse to interested persons 
throughout the time that the notice is required to be posted. The board may, 
however, take action on an item not on the agenda if the board deems that an 
emergency requires the action and if all the members of the board who are 
present affirmatively concur in the action. 

5. The board shall keep a journal of its proceedings. The journal shall be 
accessible to the public during regular office hours. 

Measure A Charter Text 
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CHAPTER IV. COUNTY OFFICERS IN GENERAL 

4.1 0. Qualifications. 

(1) An elective officer of the county shall have been a qualified elector of the 
county for a year and a half immediately before becoming such an officer 
and, if a candidate for, or appointee to, a county commissioner position, 
then a resident of the district for a year and a half immediately before 
becoming such a commissioner, mmept as provided in seetion 1 3.20. 

(2) Before the electee or appointee to an elective office takes the office he or 
she shall be eligible to be bonded. The county shall maintain a corporate 
surety bond for the faithful performance of its employees and holders of 
elective office. 

4.30. Compensation of the chair and commissioners. 

The auditor shall appoint a five-member salary commission, composed of 
qualified people with personnel experience, by January 1, 1986, and by 

January 1 in of each even year thereafter. The commission's salary adjustment 
recommendations, if any, for the chair of the board of county commissioners and 
the commissioners shall be submitted to the board. The board shall establish 
salaries for the chair and the commissioners, and such salaries shall not exceed 
the salaries recommended by the salary commission. All elected or appointed 
Multnomah County officials and employees are prohibited from serving on the 
salary commission. 

CHAPTER VI. ADMINISTRATION 

6.1 0. Chair of the board. 

The chair of the board of county commissioners: 

(1) Shall be the_ chief executive officer and personnel officer of the county; 

(2) Shall preside over meetings of the board and have a vote on each matter 
before the board; 

(3) Shall have sole authority to appoint, order, direct and discharge 
administrative officers and employees of the county, except for the 
personal staff, employees or agents of elective county offices. 

Measure A Charter Text 
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(4) 

Appointment of department heads shall be subject to consent of a majority 
of the board of commissioners; 

Shall execute the policies of the board and the ordinances of the county; 

(5) Shall sign all contracts, bonds and other instruments requiring county 
consent; 

(6) Shall prepare the county budget for submission to the board; and 

(7) May delegate his or her administrative powers but shall retain full 
responsibility for the acts of his or her subordinates. 

~ Tho shair of tho board of SOfflfflissionors shall perfoFffl all ft:Jnstions 
assigned in this shartor to tho smmty oMosuti'IO. The shair shall reseive 
tho safflo salary as tho sounty oMosutive unless shanged in assoFdanse 
with sestion 4 .30 of this sharter. This oharter fflay be restated by tho offise 
of soun~· sounsol to replaso all referonsos to tho sounty OMosutive with 
referensos to tho shair of the board of oofflfflissionors. 

6.20. Administrative departments and functions. 

1. For purposes of county services and the administration of county affairs, the 
board of county commissioners shall establish administrative departments. 

2. The board of county commissioners may establish, alter and abolish 
administrative departments as provided in this section. All adfflinistrative 
departfflents in eMistenoo on January 1 , 1 986 shall oontinue until altered or 
abolished in aooordanse with this sestion. 

3. The board of county commissioners 

(a) Shall prescribe the functions of each administrative department of the 
county and 

(b) May change the functions of any of the departments from time to time. 

4. With the affirmative concurrence of four or more commissioners, the board of 
county commissioners may 

(a) Establish additional administrative departments, 

(b) Abolish any department, 
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(c) Combine two or more departments into one, and 

(d) Separate departments so combined. 

6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office 
in mid-term]. 

The people of Multnomah County shall elect: 

(1) A county sheriff for the function of said office as prescribed by state law 
and he or she shall have sole administration of all county jails and 
correctional institutions located in Multnomah County. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other charter provision to the contrary, the 
salary for the sheriff shall be fixed by the board of county 
commissioners in an amount which is not less than that for any 
member of the sheriff's office. 

t2j [Amendment proposed by Ord. 427 § 2 (1084) (measi:Jre 8) (ballot 
measure 17) deleted elested oounty olerk (measure 7) (ballot measure 16) 
deleted eleoted distriot oourt olerk, and (measure 0) (ballot measure 18) 
deleted eleoted oounty assessor, adopted by people Nov. 6, 1 084] 

@~ Multnomah County shall not employ or hire a paid lobbyist. 

Ql~ Effective January 1, 1985, no incumbent or future elected officer of the 
county shall be eligible to serve more than two full consecutive four-year 
terms in any one elective county office within any 12-year period. If an 
officer of the county is elected or appointed to an elective county office for 
a term of less than four years, the time so served shall not be counted 
against the limitation on terms within any 12-year period. 

M}(&) No elected official of Multnomah County may run for another office in mid­
term. Filing for another office in mid-term shall be the same as a 
resignation, effective as of date of filing. "Mid-term" does not include the 
final year of an elected official's term. Filing for another office in the last 
year of an elective term shall not constitute a resignation. 
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CHAPTER VII. PERSONNEL 

7.1 0. Classified service. 

The classified service of the county shall consist of all positions in the 
government of the county except those of 

( 1 ) Elective officers, 

(2) Their personal assistants and secretaries, 

(3) Department heads, 

(41 Tho oounty manager, and 

M}~ Employees excluded by county ordinance. 

CHAPTER VIII. FINANCE 

8.1 0. Auditor. 

(1) The office of county auditor is hereby established. 

(2) At the general November election in 1966 and at the general November 
election every four years thereafter an auditor shall be elected. A candidate 
for auditor shall be a certified public accountant or certified internal auditor as 
of the date of filing for office, subject to the following provision. For the 1990 
eleotions only, if a person is not a oertified publio aooountant or oertified 
internal auditor at the time of filing for offioe, tho person oleoted or appointed 
to the offioo must obtain suoh oertifioation not later than one year after taking 
offioe. The office of auditor shall become vacant when the person serving as 
auditor ceases to be certified. Effective upon certification, the salary for the 
auditor shall be four-fifths of a [district] circuit court judge's salary. 

(3) The auditor shall conduct internal audits of all county operations and financial 
affairs and make reports thereof ·to the board of county commissioners 
according to generally accepted government auditing standards. 

The chair of the board of commissioners or the responsible elected official 
shall respond in writing to all internal audit reports stating what actions have 
been or will be taken to address the findings contained in the audit. The 
written response shall be made to the board and the auditor in the manner 
and time frame requested by the auditor. 
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(4) The board shall retain each report of the auditor and each response as a 

public record for at least three years after receiving the report and response. 

11.10 Nomination and election of officers. 

Exsept as this sharter provides to the sontrary, the manner of nominating and 

·elesting sounty o:ffisers shall be the manner pressribed by state law for the 

nomination and eleotion of sounty o:ffisers in general. 

CHAPTER XIII. TRANSITION 

13.10. Time of effeat. 

This sharter shall take e#eot January 1, 1967, exsept that it shall take 

e#eot July 1, 1966, insofar as nesessary for the eleotion of a board of sounty 

sommissioners and an auditor at the general NO\'ember olestion in 1966. 

13.15. Effecti\·e date of amendment. 

The amendments adopted at the general elestion of 1978, whish are 

insorporated herein, shall take e#eot July 1, 1979; provided, however, they shall 

take e#eot November 7, 1978, for the purpose of eleoting the sounty exesutive 

and oommissioners and determining the position for whish eleoted or to be 

elested. 

13.20. County commissioners. 

(1) The sommissionor elested to Position No. 1 on November 7, 1978, shall 

oosupy tho position of oounty mmsutive for a term ending Desember a1, 

1982. The oounty exoouti•;e shall be eleoted at largo thereafter. 

{2) The oommissioner oooupying Position No. 2 prior to November 7, 1978, shall 

oosupy Position No. a for a term ending December a1, 1980. 

(a) The oommissioner elooted to Position No. a on No·;omber 7, 1978, shall 

oooupy Position No. 4 for a term ending December a1, 1982. 

(4) The commissioner oooupying Position No. 4 prior to November 7, 1978, shall 

oooupy Position No.1 for a term ending Deoember a1, 1980. 

(5) The oommissioner eleoted to Position No. 6 on No•;ember 7, 1978, shall 

oooupy Position No. 2 for a term ending December a1, 1982. 
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(6) Position No. 5 shall be filled by a speoial eleotion to be sailed by the board to 
be held no later than dune 28, 1979, for a term ending Deoember ~1, 1980. 

Candidates shall be nominated by a petition signed by 250 or more voters 

within the distriot in the manner presoribed by the ordinanoe adopted by the 

board whish oalls the eleotion. 

(7) Commissioners in omoe on duly 1, 1979, may be re cleated to the position to 
whish they are assigned by this scotian in the ne>Et suooeeding eleotion 

'Nithout being a resident of the distriot whish oorresponds to the position 

number to whish oleoted. 

13.25. Spending limitation. 

Total appropriations for tho board of oounty oommissioners and the oounty 

mmouti¥o for the 1 979 80 fisoal year shall not mmeed the total of appropriations 

for the board of oounty oommissionors and the oounty ohairn:tan for the 1 978 79 

fisoal year, and annual inoreases thereafter shall be only suoh as are neoessary 

and oonsistent with eoonomioal management. 

13.40. Nominating petitions. 

A petition for nominating a oandidate for eleotion at tho general No·1ember 

eleotion in 1966 shall state that tho oandidate is a oandidate for a politioal party 

or is a nonpartisan oandidate. The ballot at the eleotion shall indioate tl=le party 

a#iliation of eaoh partisan oandidate and shall identify eaoh nonpartisan 

oandidate as suol=l. 

13.50. CiYil sen.tioe oommission. 

This oharter shall not affeot tho terms of omoe of members of the oounty 

oi'lil servioo oommission who are suol=l at the time the oharter is adopted. 

13.&0. Other offloers. 

(1) After January. 1, 1967, and until tho administmti¥o departments that tl=lis 

ohartor establishes are sot in opomtion, tho board of oounty 

oommissioners may oontinuo in operation any omoo of tho oounty that is in 

opemtion when tho ol=lartor is adopted. 

(2) The tenure in the servioe of the oounty of a oounty o#ioer who is not 

mentioned in previous sootions of this oharter but who is in offioe at the 
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time this shaFter is adopted shall be for sush time after the effestive date 
of the shaFter as the board determines. 

(3) The funotions of an oUiser thus sontinued in the servise of the sounty shall 
be the funstions of the position to whish the board shairman appoints him 
or her. 
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BALLOT MEASURE B 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Service Districts 

QUESTION: Shall the service district parts of the Charter be deleted? 

STATEMENT: The Charter Review Committee studied each Charter 
section. Some sections are no longer needed. This 
measure repeals the county service district sections. State 
law allows the county to create these districts. The measure 
does not change county power or services. It takes effect 
on November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Multnomah County Home Rule Charter took effect January 1, 1967. Three 
sections are about county service districts. They were part of the original 
Charter. The sections have not been amended. The sections are have not 
been used. 

The sections are not needed. State law gives counties power to create special 
districts. Part of one current section may limit county legal authority to provide 
water or fire services. The county does not provide these services so the limit is 
not a real one. 

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will 
repeal three unneeded Charter sections. It will not change county power or 
services. 

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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---------------------------

[CHAPTER IX. SERVICE DISTRICTS] 

9.1 0. A1:1thorization. 

Subjeot to the limitations of this ohapter, the board of oounty 
oommissioners may provide through county servioe distriots, for the speoial 
benefit of persons and property there, 

(1) Publio •t;ater supply, 

(2) Publio fire proteotion, and 

(3) Any servioo that the oounty may provide through suoh a distriot by 
authority of state law. 

9.20. Limitation. 

The oounty 

(1) May pro·1ide sanitary servioe only through oounty servioe distriots and 

(2) May not provide water or fire proteotion to the pub lie in territory where that 
servioe is furnished by a oity or a speoial distriot. 

9.30. State law. 

The prooedure for establishing, operating and dissolving a oounty servioe distriot 
and for ohanging its boundaries shall be the prooedure presoribed for suoh astian 
by state law. 
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BALLOT MEASURE C 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Charter Review Committee. 

QUESTION: Shall the Charter continue a Charter Review Committee? 

STATEMENT: The Charter created the Charter Review Committee. The 
Committee believes a committee should study the Charter 
every six years. This is long enough for stability and short 
enough to make needed changes. This measure forms the 
next committee by August 30, 2003. It amends Charter 
sections 12.40, 12.50, 12.60 and 12. 70. It takes effect on 
November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Charter was amended in 1977 to create the Charter Review Committee. 
Amendments have been made to change the way appointments are made. As 
recommended by the 1990 Committee, the voters approved the current 
Committee. 

A Charter Review Committee is a good way to keep the Charter current and 
effective. The Committee suggests a six-year period between Charter 
Committees. That period is a good balance between stability and change. 

The Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will change the date of 
committee appointments from June 30 to August 30. State legislators will still 
make the appointments. This change will give them more time to act. There will 
be a committee in 2003 and then every six years. 
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12.40. Appointment of committee members. 

The charter review committee shall be composed as follows: 

(1) The committee shall have two electors appointed from each senatorial 
district having the majority of its voters within Multnomah County, and 
shall have one elector appointed from each senatorial district having less 
than a majority of its voters within Multnomah County. The committee shall 
choose their chairperson from among themselves and shall have authority 
to establish their own procedures and organization. 

(2) The state senator and the two state representatives who represent 
residents in each state senate district located in Multnomah County shall 
appoint the electors for the district. Appointees shall reside in the district 
and Multnomah County. If the three appointers from any senate district 
cannot agree upon an appointment, any two of the three appointers may 
make the appointment. 

(3) If two electors are appointed from a senate district, they shall not be 
registered in the same political party. 

(4) The following persons are not eligible for appointment to the committee: 
the state senators and state representatives who represent districts 
located in Multnomah County, the members of the Multnomah County 
board of county commissioners, and the chair of the board, if any, serving 
at the time of appointment. 

(5) Any vacancy in the committee shall be filled by the senator and 
representatives from the senate district who had authority to make ffFem 
whioh tho proviol:ls member was appointed, l:lsing tho same method as 
l:lsed for] the original appointment. 

(6) Original appointments shall be made _bx [not later than] August [dl:lne] 
30,2003. and every six years thereafter [1997]. 

12.50. Scope of committee review. 

{1) The committee shall commence study of the charter by all appropriate 
means including open hearings and meetings, the taking of testimony and 
interviewing witnesses. 
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(2) The committee shall review the county charter and any issues relating 
thereto. The committee shall review the section 4.30 process for 
adjusting compensation for commissioners. 

12.60. Report of committee. 

At least 95 days prior to the primary or general election or both of 2004 
and every six years thereafter 4993, the committee shall report to the people 
and to the board of county commissioners their findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations including any amendments they propose to the county charter. 

12. 70. Submission of amendments to the people. 

All amendments proposed by the committee shall be submitted to the 
people of Multnomah County at the 2004 and every six years thereafter 4-003 
primary or general election, or both. 
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BALLOT MEASURE D 

CAPTION: County Commissioner Districts 

QUESTION: Shall the Charter require smaller population differences in 
commissioner districts? 

STATEMENT: There are four county commissioner districts. The districts 
should have about equal population. The county auditor 
must check the districts each 1 0-years. No district may have 
more than 15 percent more people than any other district. If 
it does, then the auditor must change district boundaries. 
After the change, no district may have more than 1 0 percent 
more people than any other district. Computers now allow 
less size differences. This measure reduces the 15 percent 
trigger to 3 percent. It reduces the 10 percent limit to 2 
percent. It takes effect on November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

There are four county commissioner districts. The law requires that the districts 
have about equal population. The Charter says the county auditor must 
reapportion the districts every ten years. No district may have more than 115 
percent the populations of any other district. If it does, the auditor must change 
the boundaries. After the changes, no district may have more than 11 0 percent 
the population of any other district. 

The Auditor suggested the change. The Charter Review Committee studied this 
section. It feels that computers now permit the auditor to reduce district size 
differences. It backs passage of this measure. The measure will amend the 
Charter to reduce the trigger to 1 03 percent. It will reduce the limit to 102 
percent. It takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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3.15. Apportionment of commissioner districts. 

Not later than August 1 in the year of the official release of each federal 
decennial census for Multnomah County, the auditor shall determine the 
population distribution among the commissioner districts specified by this charter. 
If the population of any commissioner district is more than 103 £449} percent of 
the population of any other commissioner district, the auditor, in consultation with 
the Multnomah County elections division, shall prepare and present to the board 
of county commissioners not later than August 1, a plan for modifying the 
boundaries of the districts so that the population of no commissioner district will 
be more than 102 f44GJ percent of the population of any other commissioner 
district, notwithstanding the delineation of commissioner districts by this charter. 
The board of county commissioners shall, within 45 days of the submission of the 
report, alter the boundaries of the commissioner districts as necessary by 
ordinance to provide for an approximately equal population distribution. Change 
in boundaries of the districts shall not affect taking of office of a commissioner­
elect with respect to the term of office for which elected prior to the adoption of 
the reapportionment. The auditor shall, as nearly as possible, retain the general 
geographic characteristics of districts established by this charter. 
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BALLOT MEASURE E 

CAPTION: Interim County Commissioner. 

QUESTION: Shall the Charter allow designation of interim county 
commissioner? 

STATEMENT: This measure amends county Charter. The Charter now 
allows an interim person to fill some offices. They may fill a 
vacancy in the office of county Chair, Sheriff or Auditor. The 
current Charter does not allow an interim to fill a vacancy in 
the office of county Commissioner. Vacancies can make it 
hard for the county Board to do business. County services 
and programs can suffer if the Board cannot meet. It needs 
a quorum to meet. The Charter Review Committee backs 
this measure. It allows an interim commissioner to serve 
until someone is elected or appointed to fill the office. It 
takes effect on November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Charter allows an interim to fill a vacancy in some county offices. They may 
fill a vacancy in the office of Chair, Sheriff or Auditor. In 1989 the Charter was 
amended for this purpose. The Charter does not allow an interim to fill a vacancy 
in the office of commissioner. 

Vacancies in the office of commissioner can make it hard for the Board of 
Commissioners to conduct county business. The Board needs a quorum to 
meet. County services and programs can suffer if the Board cannot meet. 

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It 
amends the Charter to permit an interim commissioner. An interim will only serve 
until someone is elected or appointed to fill the office. 

The measure takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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4.50. Vacancies--Filling. 

(1) If a vacancy occurs in an elective office of the county and the term of 
office expires: 

(a) One year or more after the vacancy occurs, then a person shall be 
elected at the next available election date to fill the vacancy for the 
remainder of the term of office. If no candidate receives a majority 
of votes cast at that election, the board of county commissioners 
shall call for a special election in which the names of the two 
candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall appear on 
the ballot. The candidate receiving a majority of votes cast will be 
deemed elected to fill the balance of the unexpired term. The board 
of county commissioners shall by ordinance prescribe procedures 
for nominating and electing persons to fill vacancies under this 
subsection. 

(b) Less than one year but 90 days or more after the vacancy occurs, 
then the board of county commissioners shall appoint a person to 
fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office. 

(c) Less than 90 days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall not 
be filled. 

(2) For purposes of this section 4.50, "term of office" means the term of office 
of the last person elected to the office which is vacant. 

(3) In the event of a vacancy in an elective tRe office of ohair, sheriff or 
auditor, the board shall by ordinance prescribe procedures to designate an 
interim occupant of the office. The person so designated shall serve as 
acting chair, commissioner, sheriff or auditor, as the case may be, until 
the office is filled by election or appointment, as appropriate under section 
4.50(1 ). 
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BALLOT MEASURE F 

CAPTION: County Term Limits. 

QUESTION: Shall the Charter limit on voters ability to elect a person to 
more than two four-year terms be repealed? 

STATEMENT: The Charter limits public service in county elective offices. 
No person can serve more than two four-year terms. Voters 
cannot decide to keep a person in office. The Charter 
Review Committee feels that this rule costs the public. It 
leads to elected officials with less county experience and 
knowledge. The measure repeals Charter section 6.50(4). It 
takes effect on November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This measure amends the Charter. It now limits a person to two full four-year 
terms in an elective office in any 12-year period. Voters cannot decide to keep a 
county elected official in office. A person is no longer eligible for county elected 
office. 

The Charter Review Committee feels the limit costs the public. Elected officials 
gain useful experience and knowledge. The limit prevents voters from benefiting 
from it. Most other counties and cities do not have limits. 

The Charter Review Committee recommends passage of this measure. It will 
repeal the county term limits .. 

It takes effect on November 4, 1998. 
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist; successive terms, running for office 
in mid-term. 

(4) Effuotive January 1, 1986, no inoumbent or future eleoted o#ioer of the 
oounty shall be eligible to serve more than two full oonseoutive four year 
terms in any one eleotive oounty o#ioe within any 12 year period. If an 
o#ioer of the oounty is eleoted or appointed to an eleotive oounty o#ioe for 
a term of less than four years, the time so sef\<ed shall not be oounted 
against the limitation on terms within any 12 year period. 
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CAPTION: 

QUESTION: 

BALLOT MEASURE G 

Multnomah County Running for Office Midterm. 

Shall County elected officials be allowed to run for another 
elective office in midterm? 

STATEMENT: The measure amends the Charter. It allows county elected 
officials to file for another office. The Charter now treats 
filing as a resignation. It cuts short county elected terms. It 
creates office vacancies. It causes more elections to fill 
offices. The Charter Review Committee feels this rule limits 
public service. The measure takes effect November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The county Charter does not allow running for another elective office in midterm. 
If a county official files for another office, it is the same as a resignation. Only in 
the last year of the term may the official file for another office. 

The measure amends the Charter. It repeals the mid-term ban. It allows elected 
officials to file for another office. The Charter Review Committee feels that the 
current rule is unfair. It limits public service in county elected offices. It cuts 
short elected terms. It creates office vacancies. It results in more elections to fill 
offices. 

The measure takes effect November 4, 1998. 
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office 
in midterm]. 

~ No eleoted offioial of Multnomah County may run for another offioe in mid 
term. Filing for another offioe in midterm shall be the same as a 
resignation, effeotive as of date of filing. "Midtenn" does not inoh:Jde the 
final year of an eleoted offioial's term. Filing for another offioe in the last 
year of an eleotive tenn shall not oonstitute a resignation. 
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BALLOT MEASURE H 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Lobbyist. 

QUESTION: Shall County Charter be amended to repeal bar on county 
lobbyist? 

STATEMENT: This amends county Charter. The Charter Review 
Committee favors passage. The measure allows the county 
to hire a lobbyist. The Charter now bars a paid county 
lobbyist. Applies to the state legislature in Salem. The 
county is not represented. The Committee believes this rule 
hurts the county and its citizens. All other counties and cities 
may have lobbyists. County interests are at a disadvantage. 
Takes effect November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Charter Committee Review Committee recommends this measure. It 
repeals the bar on a paid county lobbyist. It allows the county to hire an 
advocate. This person will represent the county and its citizens at the state 
legislature in Salem. 

A lobbyist provides information and advocates for issues. The county cannot 
fully represent its interests under the current Charter rule. County services and 
programs depend on many decisions made in Salem. The taxes paid by county 
citizens are also affected by state decisions. 

The Committee thinks that county elected officials and county state legislators do 
not have the time, resources or expertise to act as county lobbyists. 

The Committee feels it is in the best interests of county citizens for the county to 
repeal this bar. 

The measure takes effect November 4, 1998. 
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6.50. Sheriff; paid lobbyist[; successive terms, running for office 
in midterm]. 

(3) Multnomah County shall not employ or hire a paid lobbyist. 
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BALLOT MEASURE I 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Auditor 

QUESTION: Shall County Charter be amended to allow auditor to perform 
performance audits? 

STATEMENT: The Charter creates an elected county auditor. It now says 
the auditor must do "internal" audits. The Charter Review 
Committee believes that the auditor should do "performance" 
audits. It also wants the auditor to get more data about 
county services. It feels that this will do more for county 
citizens. This measure amends the Charter. It will make the 
auditor's job bigger. It takes effect November 4, 1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This measure amends the auditor section of the county Charter. It now requires 
the auditor to conduct "internal" audits of county services. The Charter 
Committee thinks the auditor should be required to do "performance" audits. 

This measure will change "internal" to "performance" audits. It will also allow the 
auditor to conduct studies to improve county efforts. The Committee found that 
county citizens will benefit if this measure is adopted. It concluded that the 
auditor's role should be increased. 

The measure takes effect November 4, 1998. 
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8.1 0. Auditor. 

1. The office of county auditor is hereby established. 

2. At the general November election in 1966 and at the general November 
election every four years thereafter an auditor shall be elected. A ,candidate 
for auditor shall be a certified public accountant or certified internal auditor as 
of the date of filing for office, subject to the following provision. f=or the 1990 
eleotions only, if a person is not a certified publio aooountant or certified 
internal auditor at the tirne of filing for o#ioe, the person eleoted or appointed 
to the o#ioe rnust obtain suoh oertifioation not later than one year after taking 
o#ioe. The office of auditor shall become vacant when the person serving as 
auditor ceases to be certified. Effective upon certification, the salary for the 
auditor shall be four-fifths of a district court judge's salary. 

3. The auditor shall conduct internal performance audits of all county 
operations and financial affairs and make reports thereof to the board of 
county commissioners according to generally accepted government auditing 
standards. The auditor may also conduct studies intended to measure 
or improve the performance of county efforts. 

4. The chair of the board of commissioners or the responsible elected official 
shall respond in writing to all internal audit reports stating what actions have 
been or will be taken to address the findings contained in the audit. The 
written response shall be made to the board and the auditor in the manner 
and time frame requested by the auditor. 

s . The board shall retain each report of the auditor and each response as a 
public record for at least three years after receiving the report and response. 
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BALLOT MEASURE J 

CAPTION: Multnomah County Elections 

QUESTION: Shall County Charter be amended to allow instant runoff 

elections? 

STATEMENT: The Charter now provides that the candidates who receive 

the most votes in a primary are in a runoff. The Oregon 
Constitution permits local laws to allow voters to mark first, 
second or additional choices among the candidates for any 
office. This measure amends the Charter to allow the Board 
of Commissioners to use an instant runoff election process. 
It does not require instant runoff. It takes effect November 4, 
1998. 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This measure amends the election sections of the county Charter. They now 

require a runoff if no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast. The Charter 

Committee feels the Board of Commissioners should be able to adopt an instant 

runoff election process. 

This measure will remove the automatic runoff provisions from the Charter. It will 

permit the Board to adopt a different runoff process. 

The measure will take effect November 4, 1998. 
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4.50. Vacancies--Filling. 

(1) If a vacancy occurs in an elective office of the county and the term of 
office expires: 

(a) One year or more after the vacancy occurs, then a person shall be 
elected at the next available election date to fill the vacancy for the 
remainder of the term of office. If no eanelielate reeeives a majority 
of votes east at that eleotion, the boaFEI of eounty eommissioners 
shall eall for a speeial eleotion in whish the names of the t\vo 
eanelielates reeeiving the highest number of votes shall appear on 
tho ballot. The eanelielate receiving a majority of votes east will be 
eleemeel elooteel to fill the balanee of the unexpireel term. The 
board of county commissioners shall by ordinance ·prescribe 
procedures for nominating and electing persons to fill 
vacancies under this subsection. The Board may provide for 
voters direct or indirect expressions of first. second or 
additional choices among the candidates for any office. 

(b) Less than one year but 90 days or more after the vacancy occurs, 
then the board of county commissioners shall appoint a person to 
fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office. 

(c) Less than 90 days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall not 
be filled. 

11.15. ELECTION OF OFFICERS [Nonpartisan offices]. 

(1) All elective county offices shall be nonpartisan. 

(2) The manner of nominating and electing officers shall be the same as that 
established by state law for nominating and electing circuit court judges, 
except as this charter provides to the contrary. 

(3) Petitions or declarations of candidacy shall contain no reference to any 
political party ballot or to the political party affiliation of the candidate. 

(4) The names of all candidates shall appear on the primary election ballot. If 
a candidate receives a majority of the votes cast for a position at the 
primary election, the candidate shall be elected to the position. If no 
candidate for a position at a primary election receives a majority of the 
votes cast for the position, the two eanelielatos reeeiving the highest 
number of votes shall be [deslareel nominees ana their names shall 
appear on tho general eleotion ballot Board of County Commissioners 
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shall by ordinance prescribe procedures for electing a candidate 
under this section. The board may provide for voters direct or 
indirect expressions of first. second or additional choices among the 
candidates or any office. 

(5) If a candidate dies, withdraws, or becomes otherwise ineligible on or after 
the primary election date, candidates for the office shall be nominated by 
petition or assembly in the manner provided by state law for the 
nomination of independent candidates. 

[Amendment proposed by Ord. 170 § 7 (1978), adopted by people Nov. 7, 1978; 
amendment proposed by Ord. 427 § 2 (1984) (measures 2, 14) (ballot measures 
11, 23), adopted by people Nov. 6, 1984] 
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