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CONNECTION TO LAND

Circle of Life

Many groups of people have lived
close to Johnson Creek over the
centuries, and each used the land and
the creek in different ways. The local
Clackamas Chinook people of the
Confederated Tribes of the Grand
Ronde fished for cutthroat trout
steelhead, and salmon and hunted
black-tailed deer. They gathered

many kinds of native plants, including
wapato and camas for food and others
for medicines.

Qver the years, the members of many
different communities have gathered
around Johnson Creek. Its water
carries the memory of generations.
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Pioneers Arrive

Johnson Creek was named after William
Johnson, who came to Oregon from
Maryland in 1847. He built a sawmill
on the creek several miles east of here

George and Jacob Wills and their families
arrived on the Qregon Trail that same
year. You're now standing on their
original Donation Land Claim. They chose
land with a creek running through it, lined
on each side with old growth trees.

Jacob Wills built a 10-foot dam and a
sawmill on the creek just north of here
By the time the Gold Rush came in 1849,
Wills lumber was being shipped to San
Francisco by way of a wharf on the
Willamette River.



rporate environmental education into
‘ojects (another example)
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RESTORED HABITAT
- .

This stretch of Johnson Creek was
restared when the light rail ling was
built. Using boulders as anchors,
logs were inserted into the stream
channel to provide shelter for native
fish. The logs also serve as hosts for
insects and other microorganisms
that salmon and trout like to eat.

An excavated side channel offers more
fish habitat when the creek is running

high in the winter. The replanted
streamside forest shades the creek
and keeps it cool while providing

habitat for birds and other animals.

From great blue herons to songhirds
and woodpeckers, you'll hear and see
many kinds of birds along the creek.
Come at dawn to see black-tailed deer
and at dusk to see little brown bats

in summer. And if you're espacially
patient, you may catch a glimpse of
spawning coho salmon in autumn,
and Chinook salmon and steelhead
trout in spring.
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strear side Reforestation
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= Upper watershed
partnerships with East

Multnomah and
Clackamas SWCDs

Stream shading to
achieve temperatures
that support salmon
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More than six stream
miles / 100 acres
planted with native
trees and shrubs



- Rain Garden
5t. Mary Ethiopian Church
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| 1-profit: Friends of
d ictions: City of Gresham East Multnomah SWCD

nunity groups: Boy Scout Troop 740, Crystal Springs
ership, Friends of Tideman Johnson

2sses: REI Freeway Lands, Brown and Caldwell

» Schools: Dexter McCarty Middle School, Reynolds High
School, Gresham High School
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Field-documented Extent of Salmon & Trout in Johnson Creek
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afgm= Chinook Salmon

Coho Salmon

| @ Steelhead or Rainbow Trout
&g Cutthroat Trout

~"~= Surveyed, but no Trout or Salmon

~"“~~— Tributaries not yet Surveyed
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ssage Assessment

vigntnomahn County and JCWC's complementary work




1 5-2025
HED ACTION PLAN



ve fish species thrive and anadromous salmon
out return in greater numbers each year.

= Johnson Creek becomes a regional icon for how
- people, fish, and wildlife can thrive together.



WC Annual Celebration
n, Kaul Auditorium, Reed College



ve the Date

Rain Garden Inauguration &
ration Lunch

,'2p', St. Mary Ethiopian Orthodox Church (SE 927 and Flavel)
Josted by St. Mary Church, Depave, Green Lents, and JCWC
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