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This is a preliminary report on the Registration and Elections 
Division of the Multnomah County government. The findings are based 
upon a review of the 1964- 65 fiscal year budget request , the Oregon 
Revised Statutes, and an interview with the Registrar of Elections . 
This report is not complete nor is it int ended t o be. Minor i nac­
curacies may be found but since the membership requested copies of 
work in progress, i t must be expected that the early errors of any 
analysis will be included. 

No effort has been made to evaluate the competence of the 
Registrar of Elections or any part of his department. The scope of 
t his preliminary report is limited to present organization and 
statutory responsibilities. 

A review of the Office of the Registrar (Registration and Election 
Division) reveals an activity employing 16 full time pe ople with a 
total budget for 1964-65 fiscal year of nearly $382, 000 . It is headed 
by a Registrar of Elections who is an appointed official serving under 
Ci vil Service reporting directly to the Board of County Commissi oners 
drawing an annual salary of $12 ,132 . 

I t will be noted in a review of the statutes that Multnomah County 
is t he only county in Oregon having a Registrar of Elections. In all 
ot her counties these duties are performed by the County Clerk . The 
Div i sion of Registrat ion and Elections in Multnomah County is in 
exist ence by virtue of special legislation for Multnomah County . 
Ot her than t he fact t hat Multnomah County has a Registrar, the Stat e 
l aws pertaining to el ections and t he administration of election laws 
ar e equally appl icabl e t o all count i e s of the State and the only 
difference in Multnomah County is in the organization or placement 
of the duties. 

Mult nomah Count y conducts or gets involved i n all elections i n 
Multnomah County both for the county and f or other jurisdictions. 
During calendar year 1964 the Division of Regiitration and Elect i ons 
was i nvol ved in 42 s pecial elections f or other jurisdictions. Dur i ng 
a general election t his division employs as many as 9 , 000 pe opl e. 
Between elections and on a continuing bas i s t he Regis t rar has the duty 
of cont inual registration of qual ified el ect ors. Chart I i s a br oad 
brush t r eatment of his functi ona l r e spons i bi l ities. 

CHART I 

REGISTRAR 

1 . Registers qualified electors. 
2 . Appoint s electi on boards and conducts elec t i ons . 
3. Make s and deliv ers certificat es of el ec t i on . 
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In the accomplishment of the duties indicated on Chart I there 
are several functional areas that must be carried out. These can 
be divided into two general classifications of (l) Registration and 
Election Tally and (2) Precinct Supervision. These functions are 
indicated in Chart II. 

l. 
2. 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

6. 

CHART II 

REGISTRAR 

~---------------- -------------------------

i 
REGISTRATION & TALLY 

Registers qualified electors. 
Receives and verifies signa­
tures of petitions. 
Receives declarations of 
candicacy. 
Devises and prescribes con­
tent s, forms, characters, etc 
of ballots. 
Makes abstracts of votes on 
tally sheets. 
Makes and delivers certifi­
cates of election. 

PRECINCT SUPERVISION 

l. Establishes and divides pre­
cincts. 

2. Designates polling places. 
J. Appoints election boards for 

each precinct. 
4. Carries on training program 

for election officials. 
5. Issues directives and instruc­

tions to election officials. 
6. Inspects and observes the 

administration of election 
laws by election officials. 

Appended hereto are copies of the statutes pertaining to the 
administration of election laws. There are many election laws 
included in the statutes that are not made a part of this report. 
However, these are largely procedural in nature or set standards in 
requirements for either electors or elections. 
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DUTI ES OF THE REGI STRAR OF ELECTIONS 

EF 

246.010 

IT 0 1JS AND GENERAIJL 
P ROViS:t:OrTS 

[Repealed b y 1957 e .608 §231] 

z G.Oll De b~~o s. As used in ORS 
_: G.011 to 246.150 and 246.210 to 246.910, 
.;,less the context r equires othe wise : 

(1) "County court" means t e count y 
··at sitting fo r the transact ion of county 
· ·::;iness or the board of county commission-

(2) "Election laws" does not include city 
·~1rter or ordinance provisions relating to 
:-:ctions. 

13) "Local election official" means any 
::-on who is : 
(a) An official of any elect ion precinct 

- !'ci ool or other district or public corpora­
"· other than a city, organized for public 
···roses and located in whole or in par t in 
r;tmty ; and 

(b) Authorized or required by law to 
:·:orm functions in connection v;ith e ec­
~s held in such election precinct or school 

: '·~her district or p·1 ic cor poration, other 
· :: a city, organized for public purposes. 

·, ; c.603 §1] · 

~ !G.OZO (R epealed by 1957 c.608 §231) 

~ :G.021 Time nrit .'n \ ,· ich e:ectio:J. oc­
'I' :Jt!; st be recc:·.rea by e~~'t:oill orf~cer. 
:declarations of canaidacy for nomination 

· - a public office, completed nominating 
· · ~:o:1s , st atements and nortrait cuts for 
··:a Voters ' Pamphlets,~ reports of elec­
~ campaign co tributions and expendi­
- ' ·initiative and referendum petitions and 

·~, ~ papers and documents of like nd ure, 
·::red bv law to be filed ·wit the Secre­

-:: of St~te , county clerk, county registrar 
· :rctions, city clerk, recorder, auditor or 
. 'eicctions officer, not later t han a speci­
: number of days prior or subsequent t o 

· ·::cction, must be de ivered t o ::nd o.ctu­
:: ~ccc!-:cd at the office of tile O.esign::.ted 

:c.! :::J.ot ater tha::1 5 p. m. of the last 
·· permitted by lo.w for such filing. 

:::e:·Iy 216.510] 

: · ;,n:;o 
':J.n.;o 

~ :c.o.;o 
::r,.o:,o 

'··~.t l iO 

·~. 0.~0 

, :·· .n~ o 

[R epealed hy 19:37 c .608 §231] 

(Repealed by 19:J7 c .608 ~231) 

(R epealed by 937 c.t>OS §231] 

[Repealed by 8:J7 c .GOS ~ 23 1 ] 

[Repealed hy 9.)7 c .COS ~ 2~1 ] 

[Repealed by 1937 c.GO.S ~ 23 1 ] 

(RPpP:J.]ed by 19!i7 c .G03 ~23:;, J 
[Rcpe~led by J % 7 c.GOS §231 ) 

4R~ 

SECRETARY OF ST./; I , . 

246.110 Sec cbry o b.':-c c:'l~ef c!c-c-
tion officer . The Secretary of State is the 
chief election officer o: t..lJ.is s~atc, and it is 
his responsibility to obtain and maintain uni­
formity in the a p ication, opera tion an · in­
terpretation of the elect ion laws. 
[19:37 c.603 §2] 

2 6.120 Directives an instru.ctio s t o 
cot .ty c cr s. In car rying out h is responsi­
bility under ORS 246.110, t..1.e Secretary of 
State shall cause to be prepar ed and distrib­
uted to each county clerk detailed and com­
prehensive written directives and instcuc­
tions relating to and based upon the election 
laws as they r.pply t o elcc:ions, r egistration 
of electors and votin"' procedures which by 
law are under the direction and cont rol of 
the county c erk. Such directives and instruc­
tions shall include so.m e forms of ballots , 
papers, documents, records and ot.h.er mate­
riais and su _ p:ies required by such election 
laws. The Secretary of State, f rom 'Jme ".:o 
t ime, shall cause to be pre ared a d clist. · -
uted t o each county clerk such written cor ­
r ections of such directives and instructions 
as are necessary to maintain uniformity in 
the application, operation and interpretation 
of and to reflect changes in the election la>vs. 
Each county clerk affected thereby si d l 
comply with such directives and instructio .s , 
and corrections thereof. 
(1 957 c.603 ~3] 

2 6. 30 Advice z.nd assist!• ce to cotmty 
der .<s. In carrying out his responsib" ity un­
der ORS 246.110, the Secretary of State sha 
assist and advise each county clerk ' 'lith r e­
gard t o the ap lication, operat ion o.nd inter­
pretation of t he elect ion laws as t hey ap.ly 
to elections, regist ra tion of electors and vo ".:~ 
ing proced res whicn by Ia'v a re under the 
direction and control of the county clerk. 
[1957 c.608 §4] 

2 ::.: .14 Co:J.fe e .ccs or co:m!.v c.er :{«. ; 
comp :ancc \ "-th i::~.st"t:.c~io s. In carrying out 
his responsibilit y under 0' S 246.1 0, t[,;• 
Secretary of State, not less than 120 dr •. ys 
and not more than 200 days before the gen­
eral primary election, shall cause to be or­
ganized and conducted at conveme11t places 
and ti~cs in t ' is state ., t le::tst :;.~rcc coni\~., ­
ences o:1 th :lC.minis·cration of the clcct:on 
laws. The Seer t. y of S~ate s"dl a :::<:: 
written notice O£ the p.ace ~1. .n t.irr.') f <';~ c'1 
conference to oc gi ,·en to (·:'ch cou:1ty c:t• r ' · 
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DUTIES OF THE REGISTRAR OF ELECTIONS (CONTINUED) 

§UG.150 

Each county clerk or his designated deputy 
shall attend. at le:ls t one of the confcre1 ces 
and shall comply wi~h the i structions giwn 
under the authoritv of the Secret3rv of State 
at each conference such count\· ·clerk at-
tends. · 
[1957 c .GOS ~5: 1958 c.2G3 ~1] 

246. 50 t rs ai! re~t atio s. Subject 
t o and in accordance '"ith any ap<) icablc 
election law, other tD.an ORS 246.110 to 
246.140, 246.810 a -:d 216.820. the Secreta ·v 
of State may promui.~atc such rules a 1~l 
regulations as he considers necessary to fa­
cilitate and assist in achieYing and maintain­
ing a maximum des:-ree of correctr1css. im­
partiality and efficiency in his administra­
t ion of the e ection hw.-s. other than 0 S 
2~6.110 to 246.HO. 2 6.810 ann 2,i6.820. 
[U'57 c.GOS ~8 ] 

UG.lGO CompilaJio s m d < igests of 
e ection .aws ; uist!"i mtion of s r i i\'S ~H!h 
materh: s to cou:1::y c t>r1.-s. TD.e Sc~cretary of 
State shall : · 

(1) Prepare and cause to be printed. in 
a:;)propriate and convenient form. periodic 
compilations and digests of the election la\\'S. 

(2) Distribute in appropriate quantities 
to the county cler.<s for usc by such county 
clerks and by election boards, copies of such 
compilations a:1d digest.<> and such supplies 
and materials necessary to the conduct of 
elections as the Secretary of State considers 
appropriate, including poll books. talh· 
sheets, return sheets and abstract of ,·ote.s 
s:,cets. 

(3) Make such compilations and dig·ests 
available for distribution. free or at co~t. to 
interested persons. 
[1957 c.608 ~ 125: 1863 c.·1:"'i .S ~1; part renumbered 
:!16.170] 

. 2 G. 70 E.ection Sup Jy Service evoh·­
Il.~ ceo u t. There hereby is established in 
the General Fund of the State Trcasurv an 
acco~nt to be known as the Election Su-pply 
Service Revolving Account. All moneys r e­
ceived by the Secretary of State under ORS 
246.160 shall be deposited therein: and all 
:noncys in the acco nt hereby arc appropri­
ated continuously to the Sccretarv of State 
fo r t he payment of expenses incur~cd in per­
forming the f'..lnctions described :n ORS 
2(6.160. 
[ Fonnerl:v p::.:·t of 2·1G.l GO ·i 

'l ·!fi.l})O to ~ - (o .'~OO fH<' S<'l 'Vl'd fot· <'Xp:u !'~On1 
·1~q 

CO"":'NTY C ~E ~ { ; -.,EG!STRAR OF 
-..LECTiONS 

2 G.210 Cot n ,y c <'r'· to SU}l('l'Yise lol':tl 
<' l'ction offici: .~. Subject to and in acc('l'd· 
ance with the dircctiw s and instruction" P:\·· 

pared and distributed or given under · t~ e 
authority of the Secretar y of State umkr 
ORS 2 6.120 or 246.140, each county cl cr~: 
may exercise general super vision of the ad· 
ministration of the election laws bv each lo· 
cal election official in his county fo- the , t;; . 

pose of achieving and r:w.intaininf; a max: . 
mum degree of correctness, impartialit,· c:. 
ficiency and l.tniformity in such admini;t!·~· 
tion by local election officials. If t\vo or mo:-c 
county clerks exercise general supen'is:c 
under this section of t.~c administratio!"l c: 
the election la \\'S by the same local elect> : 
official, such county clerks shall coorc·ra·· 
and coordinate to insure uniformitv of s~.: C:·. 
general supervision . · 
[1 9G 7 c.60.'< ~9) 

2-,G.22 i)ircctin•s • n(~ Lstructior.s of 
co:mty clerk Each countv clerk rna\· .r ·· · 
pare and issue sue' directives and in~ct-r· . 
tions as he considers ncccssarv to fac i it:>'· 
and assist in carrying out his e~ercisc of r;1 ::­
eral supervision under ORS 246.210. Suci\ ~ · · 
r ectivcs and instructions shall be directed t' 
and shall be complied with by each local eke· 
tion official ?.ffectcd thereby. E ach coun~ :· 
clerk shal distribute to cc:ch local election o:. 
f~cial a~fccted thereby a copy of each difl · · 
trve or mstruction pt·cpared and issued unr:· · 
this section. Ec.ch count\· clerk .1:cv ;:: ~· 
an~il2.blc for distribution: free or at ·co:··. · 
oth x in tercsh'd persons suc'i1 d.ircctins :r 
instructions. 
[1957 c.608 ~10 j 

24G.230 uties in co -:c-dion ·:it1 ~ :. 
min;st : t ' on of election n ·s . In earn<· 
out his exercise of general supervision t: ;:,: · 
ORS 246.210, each county clerk mav: 

(1) Subject to and in accord<:n~e w:-:· 
an~ ap. licablc election la\v, devise and p: 
sen c for use by each .ocal election o;Lr 
in his county in the achninistr2.tion o: ·· 
election laws the contents, for:rr..s. c:Jar·?r:'. 
and kinds of ballots, pa )L'rs. docu t·ds. : 
ords and other materials and sl!lmlic~ : 
quired or permitted bv the cicctio;1· !:r:·~ 
otherwise necessa ry i{1 such admi:1istr::· 
by such local election o:ficials. Each :c 
elccti0n offici~'..l shall usc such bcJlots. !X'' 

doc mcnts. reco ds ar.tl otl:cr mate~·::. '~. 
supplies so prcsct·i:)rc'i. 

Appendix (2) 
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DUTIES OF THE REGISTRAR OF ELECTIONS (CONTINUED) 

(2) Requir e each local c1ection official in 
1:s county to su mit rP _Jor tc; pertaining t o 
;i r administra tion of t' e clcctio 1 lnw" by 
·•.:ch local clcctio officia . Each lor.? a l rlec­
:ion official shall comp:y with any such r e­
r1ui rement. 

(3) Ins ect and o serve the administra ­
::(\n of the rlection laws b~· any local election 
n:ficial i his county. 

( 4) Carry on a progr am of inscrvicc 
~raining fo r local elect ion officials in his 
rounty by periodi call~· distributing to them 
. ·.:r bulletins, man als and other i lforma­
. ;'1, 11 n.:1d instr uctional materials and by es­
:~, J!i!'hing and conducting such classes of in"­
:r· ctio pertaining to the administration of 
·~n election laws by local election of icials as 
::1 co nty cler k considers des irable. 
· :~:> i c.60S ~11] 

2· 6.2·~ Ac vice • n n.ss'st-l., cc to oc..'l 
":t'<'tion of iein.!s. In carrying o t his exer­
r:s~ of general supervision under ORS 
~:S .210 , each county c erk. pon r easonable 
'"'\Ucst from any local election offi cial in his 
'l'.lllty, sna.l furnish to such local e ection 
rricial such advice and assistance ertain-
~:: ~o the administration of the election iavvs 

'-:.· s ch loca e.ection olfici8.l as t " co .ty 
.:~r :;: considers proper under the ci:-cum­
:::nces. 
·:•.;7 c.608 §12] 

24G.Z50 l?c~onnc ; em i men\ n ateri-
.. \ :em f:.:cilit1cs ; ~mc;~t of c. · c ses ; ad­
·:n : s:rri.;~ oat:1s. (1) The county cler k may 

·"!ploy such personnel and procure such 
''iipment, supplies, materials, books, a-

.. !o: , rcco ds and facili '.:ies of every bnd as 
':•.' considers necessary to faci itatc and as­
:s: in earning- out his functions in conncc­

. ·):J with c:cin:ini tcring + 1e c cction la :vs. 
. {2) The necessary ex

4 
C!nses incurred by ·:0 county clerk in administering the elec­

. · ' 'l laws, including r easonable rental for 
·,::ing places, shall be allov:ed by t c count y 
':!:t and pai out of the county t cas ry. 

(3) T" c co nty c crk and his ci.e .. ·ties 
~:1y ad."llinistcr oaths c:;1d affirmations in 

''1 ction vrith the c:-form8.nce of their 
···:•ctions in administerin"" the e cction av:s. 

:•7 c.G08 ~ 1] ~ 

§ 246.310 

rials and supplies req ·=··eel or permitted by 
the elect ion laws or otherwise necessary in 
such administrat ion by such county cler k. 
[1957 c.608 ~1!:i ] 

2 6.2i0 Office hours of co1mty c cr. o~ 
c edion < ays. On the day of any general , 
specia or pr imary election held throughout 
the county, the county clerk shall keep his 
office open for the tra saction of business 
per taining to the election f rom the time the 
polls arc opened in the morning contint!ously 
until t he polls are closed . 
[1 9fi7 c.608 ~18 ] 

246.2 !10 to 246.290 [Rc~c rvcd fo r expansion J 

246.300 eg-ist rar o f Plections in , ult-
noma r County. (1) In each county \Vith a 
p'opulation of more than 300,000. t he county 
court shall appoint a county officer to be 
known as t he regist r ar of elections and 
whose compensation shall be paid from coun­
ty funds. 

(2) The registrar of elect ions shall er ­
form all the functions which are now or here­
after may be pr(''-" cribed t o be performed by 
t he county clerk in connectio with admin­
ister ing the election lav;s . :c registrar of 
elections and his deputies may administer 
oaths and affirmations in connection ·wit 
the performance of their functions. 

(3 ) Upon the appointment 1:-nd qualifica­
tion . of the regist rar of elections the county 
clerk shall: 

(a) Be r elie,·ed from the performance of 
all functions in connection with administer­
ing the election laws. 

(b) e iver to the registrar of elections 
all equipment, supplies, materials, books, pa­
pers, r ecords and facilities of every dnd in 
his custody pertaining to such functio s. 
[1957 c .608 ~17 ] 

.1 EC r ~CT ELECTIOJ. . 30r "1 S 

246.310 P recL ct e cct:c _ · r,n ,s . (1) 
Not less than 30 days preceding the primary 
election : 

(a) The county cler k shall ap oint an 
c ection boa d for each precinct . If the poll 

ook of the recinct is divided i to two o:r 
more separat e parts as Jrovidcd in su'bs-:-c-".1-G c;'~"l ""='- ....... ..,._..~--;o.., n< 1"" o·" ma'·" tion (1) of ORS 250.310, Le count\.· clerk , <oJ ~ • r.~ Vv ...._ )1. \.. J/WA. ~IJ Li4 -... 4. j v Jl .1. .C t.-v-

• · :., ~"' li , ,,... ·:cs v co··~'-· c·" .... 1r ~t:.b~ec'" sha a1J oint an election 0oa:·c· for each s· c1: ' L...... ,._ '' J.. J. Jl.l. o 'W.Alr.- .. •,,_t ... .. , .. ~. t._: 1,. 

. ~ny 2-pplicab e election lmv, the cou .. t y separate part. 
:~:: may cic\·isc, prepare and usc in 1is 2-ci- (b) T:1e cou ty ckr · may ~ point an ad­-· "tration o[ '.:he election lav:s tc.c al o'~s . ditionn. election boa d or 'On.rds J.O r a. y 1re-:·~::s . c~ocuments, :reco ds and ot er mate- cinct in whic:1 100 or more b.: lots wcr~ cn.st 

435 
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DUTIES OF THE REGISTRAR OF ELECTIONS (CONTINUED) 

§ 2 6.32{) 

a t the last genera e ectio or in vhich there 
are more than 200 registered electors. 

(2) Each election board shall consist of 
three or more cler {S, who shal serve for a 

eriod not to exceed two years from the dat e 
of their a pointrnent, or during the pleasure 
of the county clerk. The county cler k shall 
designate one clerK of each board as the 
chairman thereof. 

(3) Each election board c erk shall be a 
r egistered elect or withi. the precinct or con­
tiguo s precincts fer wnich e is ap oint ed, 
shall · c able to rc2.d. \\"rite and spc~: E nglish 
a" may not be a ca didz.te for a y office, 
except precinct committcen1an, to be voted 
for at the e ection next succeeding his . ap­
pointment. The clerks of an election boar d 
shall not all be members of the same polit ical 
party. The county cler k shall appoint election 
board clerks who have the necessary capac­
ity and a i ity to ca ry o ' t their functions 
witt~ sufficient ski :::.nd dispatch. 

( 4) For the purposes of this subsection, 
the word "board" re:ers t o the count ing 
board. The board shall consist of not less 
than four clerks. The Secretary of State shall 
issue an administrative order outlining the 
duties of each of these clerks. 

(5) In the event of a vacancy in the of­
fice of election oa;:d clerk by reason of 
death, r emoval from the precinct or con­
tiguous recincts, !squa ification or excusal 
by the board for sufficient cause, the county 
c erk s. a 1 appoint a qualified person to fill 
the vacancy fo r the unexpired term. 
[ 19.;7 c.6U8 §22 ; 1959 c.317 §1 · t96i$ c.37 §1; 1963 
c .l59 ~1] 

24:6.320 oti r:.,-.g zppoinicc::; a .a ost-
i .<:; ~~~c.:r names ; ::~c-::J.g rur.ti Q tcr1 ·rung 
o~jcc';:o:J.s; f!:::.L:; Y:.-,mndc::;. (1) Immedi­
a tely after the appo~ntmcnt of election board 
cler3\s as provided in subsection (1) of ORS 
246.310, the county c er' shall : 

section , any elector may file with the cow 
clerk, without charge, any objection or ~ : 
gestion r espect ing the appointments, wi~ : 
view to having them r evised by the co~· 
clerk. The county clerk s .all hear n:1 c 
sider all objections and suggestions so; 
with him. 

(3 ) The county clerk, after he has hr· 
and considered all object ions and sug; 
tions filed with him as provided in sub: 
tion (2) of this section, if any, shall: 

(a) Make and certify a revised list o' · 
names of the persons appointed for c 
precinct, keep the list availajle for publ ic 

. spect ion in his office for two years .. 
promptly send a copy of the list by m";: 
the chairman of the county cent ral co:r.~ 
tee of each major political pr.rty, as def:: 
in ORS 248.010. 

(b) By mail, notify each person, if ~­
whose name a . pears on the r evised list; 
not on the original list of his appointr.· 
and request his acceptance in writing, ~­
shall , by mail, notify ea ch person. if ,_. 
whose name appea rs on the o:riginalli'~ · 
not on t he revised list of the cancelat;r~ 
his appointment. The cc .. :dy clerks .:>.~!: 
a r ecord of all notifications and acccptc: 
under this paragraph. 

( 4) If any person whose appointmc: 
elect ion board clerk is not cance ed fc.:: ' 
accept the a pointment within two ·::· 
after being notified, the county c er: -· 
appoint anotner qualified erson in l;,c : 
manner as H1e filling of a vacancy in :::• 
fice of election board clerk . 
[1957 c .608 ~23] 

246.33 Co e .. sation of e cctior.. !vr 
c ed{s. Each election boar d clerk s;,~.:: 
compensated at a rate of not less tr. ~ ~ 
per hour and not less than $6 per d:c::. ~ 
speci ic compensat ion sh::dl be fixed ar. ·: 
lowed by t e county co rt and p:tid c·: 
t e co nty treasury. 
(1957 c .GOS §21) 

(a) Make and certify a list of the names 
of the persons appointed fo eac~1 precinct, 
post the ist in a co spic o s place in his 
o~fice and keep it L ostcd fo ive days and 
promptly send a co! y OL t:ie ist by mail t o 2 G.310 n.:::cc · gs :vi.t:1 cmmty c~~r;;.: 
tne chairman of he co;;.nty cent ral commit- less than three days before each rim" r:: 
tee of eaci1 rna .;or political pu:::-ty, as defi ed r egular biennial genera election, c:: ci~ · 
in 0 ::.\.S 248.010. ty clerk shall meet at a convenient p~ ;:r· 

(1)) By mail, notify each perso a ~ oint- time wit all election board clerks aiJ~·· 
eel of h!s appoi tm.ent anC. request his ac- under 0 S 21:G.310 for t: e pu:'iX'~<:! r' 
cepb-1 ce in writin::;, r..nC. sh2.U keep a record vising and instruc~ing s ~c;, e!cct:or. · 
of all no"::ificatio::1s ~nd acce"Jt2.nccs. clerks wit r eg:.crd to the proper c!cc•;r-

(2) -..~ithin five C:.;;.ys r..ftcr ti:e post:ng of vot:::1g .. :::-ocec:·"'res to Ov follo\vcC: i::: 
the tst as p::-oviO.ed m subsection (:) of this election ooarC. clerJ.-:s in per:::o~1::: ~ · 
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DUTIES OF THE REGISTRAR OF ELECTIONS (CONTINUED ) 

'unctions. The county clerk shall cause writ­
t~n notice of the place and tL.-ne of such meet­
:r.g to be given to each election board clerk. 
'he advice and instruction given under the 
~uthority of the county clerk under thi.s 
'"Ction shall conform to any applicable di· 
~~ctivcs and instructions prepared and dis­
~:iiJuted or given under the authority of the 
~ecretary of State under ORS 246.120 or 
~-;6.140. 
:l":i7 c.608 §25: 1959 c.89 §1] 

246.350 to 246.400 [Reserved for expansion.] 

§ 246.810 

the county. More than one polling place may 
be designated in the same building. 
[1957 c.608 §21; 1961 c.49 ~1; 1961 c. l 74 ~1] 

~ote : As indicated in the source note to ORS 
216.420, t hat section was amend~d by two 1961 Acts. 
i.e., chapters 49 and 17 4, Oregon Laws 1961. Chap­
ter 49 which was signed by the Governor on March 
6 196,1 deleted "Not less than 10 days" and in­
s~rted '"Not later than the tenth day" in ORS 
246.420 . Chapter 174, which was signed by_ the Gov­
ernor on April 5, 1961, did not include th1s amend­
ment. Both Acts took effect on August 9, 1961. 

246.430 to 246.!;00 [Reserved for expansion] 

246.510 [19:35 c.246 §1; renumbered 2·16.021] 

246.520 to 246.800 [Reserved for expaJ1.sion] 

PRs.:.~CliNC S ; OLL G PLACES COMPELL1 G :ELECTIOrT OF.Fl!CERS TO 
246.4 0 Est.'1.1o 's .ent and division of PERFORM DUTIES 

prccL"'lcts. (1) Tot later than January pre-· 246.810 Duties o district attor:::1ey upon 
:cuing the primary election the county clerk notification county c crk as fai ed to com -Y 
, ~. all divide the precincts if more than 500 wit directive 0 instruction. (1) Any per­
~'6istered electors reside therein. N.o pre- son having knowledge of any failure of a 
:net shall contain more than 500 registered county clerk to comply with a lawful direct­

··:cctors. A precinct may contain more than ive or instruction prepared and distributed 
.~~0 registered electors if the precinct is lo- or given under the authority of the Secre-
~tC'd in a single multip e dwelling. 1' e coun- tary of State under ORS 246.120 or 246.140 

·:: clerk shall fix the bou..1daries of the pre- may notify the district attorney of the coun­
:.:ncts and designate tne precincts by num- ty. Upon receipt of such notification the dis­
~~rs or names. No .. recinct in any city with trict attorney shall proceed immediately to 
, !'Opuldion of 2,0CO or more, according t o investiO'ate the alleged failure of the county 
· ::~ latest federal decennial or state census, clerk t~ comply. Upon t -~ conclusion of f e 
·".:>.11 include territory outside tne corporate investigation tne district attorney shall ad­
·:~its of the city. vise and direct the county clerk with regard 

(2) Subject to the limitations set forth in to how he must proceed in connection with 
·:1iJsection (1) of this section, at any time the matter. The county clerk shall proceed 
.:ter the primary election and before the immediately to comply witn the directive of 
~~:-:t succeeding regular biennial general the district attorney. 

··:cction: (2) If the district attorney, upon the c?n· 
(a) The county clerk shall make such elusion of an investigation under subsectiOn 

-~:c~ges in the boundaries of election pre- (1) of this section, determines that the coun­
·:::c:s as are necessary t o reflect changes oc- ty clerk has failed to comply vvith a ~a~ul 
'" ~·,g during such period in the corporate directive or instruction prepared and distnb­
. ~1its of any city with a opulation of 2,000 uted or given under the authority of the Sec­
·: :nore after any such change in corporate retary of State under ORS 246.120 _or 
>uts. 246.140, and that such failure to comply m-

(b) The county clerk shall make such volves a violation by the county clerk of any 
'.her changes in the bo ndarles of election statute, tne violation of whic is punishable 

: :\' cincts as are necessary or convenient for by a criminal penalty or forfeiture of office, 
· ... ~ing purposes. the district attorney shall _ ro 1ptly proceed 
·:'·~ 7 c.608 §20; 19:39 c.317 ~ 2) to prosecute such violation by L~e county 

2-1G.420 esi,, "-~-:o o ,.or · g places. clerk. 
\'':It later than the tenth day preceding any (3) The remedy provided in this section 
: ~tion the county clerk shall designate one is cumulative and does not exclude any other 
· ·:i 1g pl::J.cc for each election precinct. remedy provided by law against a count;r 
· ~crcver practicable the county clerk may clerk who fails to comply -,,·ith a lawful di­
. ':g:1 a~e c:.s a polling ;:>lace any public build- rective or instruction 1:-cpared and distrib-

~- :ncluding any schoolhouse. owned or uted or gi\·en under the m.:~ho:·ity of U e Sec­
_,cd by the stat0. o any olitical subdivi- retan of Sta':e under Oi:\.S 2~ .120 o::­

'1 thereof, and such public bui.ding may 2~6 .140 . or who viola~cs a:1y statute. 
· 'lSed as a polling pl2.ce without expense to p957 c.608 §6J 
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DUTIES OF THE REGISTRAR OF ELECTIONS (CONTINUED ) 

§2 ~CTI .~.S 

24G.820 •. )iz ,_:~m •s . to co:n c co ty 
c erk to co. y ~·i::l d' cctive o i stroction. 
(1 ) WheneYer it appears to the Secretary of 
State that a co nty c erk has fai ed t o com­
ply with a lawful directive or instructio pre­
pared and distributed or given under the 
authority of the Secretary of State under 
ORS 246.120 or 24:6.H0, the Secretary of 
State may apply to the appropriate circuit 
court or a judge thereof for a writ of man­
cl.:::.mus to compel the county clerk to comply 
\Vith such directive or instruction. In any 
such mandamus proceeding it is a defense 
that the directive or instruction in question 
is unlawful. 

(2) The remedy provided in this section 
is cumulative and does not exclude any other 
remedy provided by law against a county 
clerk who fails t o comply with a la·wful di­
rective or instruction prepared and dist'rib­
u.ted or given under the authority of the 
Secretary of State under ORS 246.120 or 
246.140. 
[1957 c.608 §7] 

VI. ere oe& e~ecti.on 

0 fici ::L a· S to COm. :y rot- aw, "':rective OT 

i .st:" ·c :oa. (1) Whenever it appears t o a 
cou:1ty cler · that any local election official 
in his county has failed to comply vith any 
e ect ion law or any directive o instruction 
prepared and issued by the county clerk un­
der ORS 246.220, the county c erk ay issue 
an order to such local election official. The 
order shall specify in wnat particular the 
loca election official has failed to comply, 
indicate the proper manner of compliance 
and direct the local election official to so 
comply with such :a\Y or directive or instruc­
tion within a designate reasonable time. 

( 2) If the local election official fails to 
comply as directed by t e or<ier of the coun­
ty clerk, the county clerk may a ply t o a 
judge of the circuit court for the county in 
which the co :1tv cler' r o:ds office ..:or an 
or<icr, returm>.b.~ within five <io.ys rom the 
date t ereof, to compel the loca election of­
ficial to com ly with the order of the county 
cler:c or to show cause y ~ s ould not be 

so compelled. Upon receipt of the app ic;: 
of the county clerk the judge shall iss · r. · 

appropriate order, which shall be final. ~ 

judge shall dispose of the matter as sor­
possible and not m ore than 10 days aftt · 
order is r eturned by the local electio:1 
cial. 

(3) The remedy provided in this ~ ·: _ 
is cumulative and doC's not exclude an\' r· 

remedy provided by law ~~( inst u;c : 
complying local election official. 
[1957 c.608 §13) 

2-16.840 t o 246.900 [Rcser\'Cd for expans!· :· 

AJPPEAJLS FRO.l ELEC'I'JrO.~. OFFIC::· 

246.910 A.p ea. fro;n Secreta y of S' .. 
or county c erk to courls. (1) Any p[: 

adversely affected by a ny act or fai u;, 
.act by the Secretary of State or a co,:· 
clerk under any election law, or by an:: 
der, rule, regulation, directive or instw · 
made under the authority of the Sec .,' 
of State or of a cou:r.tv clerk under a ,. ' 
tion law, may appeal therefrom to the ~ ;r 
court for the county in which the actO!':· 
ure to act occurred or in which the o~ 

rule, r egulation, directive or instr ction 
made or in which such person resides. 

(2) Any party to the appeal proccc·'·· 
in the circuit court under subsection ! it 

this section may appea f rom the dec: ~: -
the circuit court to the Su reme Court. 

(3) The circuit courts and Su: ~ 
Court, in their discretion, may give s tcit : 

cedence on their dockets to appeals tr 

this section as the circumsta ccs may · 
quire. 

( 4) The r emedy provided in L1is sr'' 
is cumulative and. does not exclude any r' 

remedy proviccd by la\V against any ~r: 
failure to act by the Secretary of State · 
county clerk under any election law r ~ · 

gainst any order, rule, regulation, dirrd 
or instruction made under Lc , :rt o~: ~: 

the Secretary of State or a county cl c- r> 
der any election law. 
[1957 c.608 §19] 

246.920 to 2·! (~ .030 [Rc~erved for cxp:tn":r-

2 6.9SO [Repealed by 19::i7 c.GOS ~2:l\ 
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