MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC TESTIMONY SIGN-UP

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk
***This form is a public record***

MEETING DATE: 4 27 1L

SUBJECT: Multhnomah County Fiscal Year 2017 Budget

SPECIFIC BUDGET TOPIC (DEPARTMENT OR PROGRAM): C‘Dwvh? Humnen

Stvvices, Pomeshe § Sexned VI®IENn e Lo ovdin <hsy
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NAME (PRINT & INCLUDE PRONUNCIATION):. Rzbeccc o Nidkels
ADDRESS: 224 NE l%gMaV\L .

CITY/STATE/ZIP: Pordlasd 0¥ 93241
PHONE: DAYS; §07- 8- 8L 2.7 EVES: SV2- 320 -5472 q

EMAIL; Ieb<c c ~E@pigl. owz,)\ FAX:

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:

1.
2.

o~

Please complete this form and submit to the Board Clerk.

Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding Officer
may re-arrange the order that testimony is given or ask Invited Guests or Elected
Officials to speak first.

When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state
your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone.

Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed by
the Chair, who is the Presiding Officer.

A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time. ‘
If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only
one (1) copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with the
Board and County Attorney after the meeting.

All meetings are audio and video recorded and can be viewed at: multco.us.

The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions
necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to
comply with the Rules of Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or
required to leave and upon failure to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated
accordingly. Copies of the Rules of Conduct are available next to the sign up sheets.

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN INSTEAD OF ORAL COMMENTS TO THE BOARD:

1.

2.

Please complete this form along with your written testimony and return to the Board
Clerk at the meeting, or submit by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us
Written testimony will be entered into the official record.




Hello, my name is Rebecca Nickels, and | work for the Portland Women’s Crisis Line. At PWCL,
we believe that everyone deserves a life free of domestic and sexual violence. We're
Multnomah County’s primary crisis line for survivors of domestic and sexual violence, and we
answer approximately 23,000 calls per year from survivors and those who care about them.
We also respond to local hospitals when sexual assault survivors go there for forensic and
wellness exams immediately after an assault. We're just one program out of many that is
available every hour and every day when survivors are ready to reach out and work towards
their safety. '

| want to thank the Board for prioritizing services to survivors by having a Domestic & Sexual
Violence Coordination Office within County Human Services. This office supports the 12
programs in Multnomah County who serve survivors. This allows us to not only come together
when working with survivors, but also allows us to come together to plan for areas where our
system can grow and improve.

Recently, our local system went through both a regional planning and a strategic planning
process. One of the areas we identified that needed growth was culturally specific and
culturally responsive services to survivors. Within the Chairs’ Budget is a program offer that
increases capacity by creating a Family Advocate program model that will provide trauma
informed parenting support to specific populations of survivors, \Iﬁ also establishes a fund that
can be used by multiple programs to access translation and interpretation services for
survivors who are English language learners.

Both of these things will make an amazing impact for survivors because it will increase access
to services, and it will ensure that survivors and their children will receive services that are
catered to their individual needs and strengths. As an organization that serves all survivors, we
see the gaps in our system on a daily basis. We want to make sure that survivors of color,
survivors who are immigrants and refugees, and survivors who don’t speak English receive
robust services that not only address the violence they’ve experienced, but also provides a
sense of community and familiarity that will support their healing. We know that survivors are
best served when they feel comfortable and connected to their communities. This additional
capacity to our system will get survivors from culturally specific populations much closer to
that possibility.
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The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions
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your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone.
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All meetings are audio and video recorded and can be viewed at: multco.us.
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required to leave and upon failure to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated
accordingly. Copies of the Rules of Conduct are available next to the sign up sheets.
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