MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN-UP SHEET

AGENDA ITEM #

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk
***This form is a public record***

MEETING DATE: [2-7-17
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CONTACT INFORMATION (optional):
ADDRESS: 3390 C@Mm@wm// Sl =
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IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:

1.
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Fill out this form and submit to the Board Clerk 15 minutes before meeting begins.

Comment for Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the Consent
Agenda.

Comment for Agenda items will be called during that item’s presentation, before the vote is
taken.

Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding Officer may
re-arrange the order of the agenda and the order in which testimony is given or ask Invited
Guests or Elected Officials to speak first.

When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state your
name for the record and speak into the microphone.

Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed by the
Chair, who is the Presiding Officer. :

A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time.

If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only one (1)
copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with the Board and
County Attorney after the meeting.

All meetings are audio and video recorded and captioned and can be viewed at
http://multnomah.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view id=3

The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions necessary for
the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to comply with the Rules
of Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or required to leave and upon failure
to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated accordingly. The Rules of Conduct are
posted and available in back of the room. :

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING ORAL

COMMENTS:

1.

2.

Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk at the
‘meeting, or by e-mail at: boardclerk@multco.us
Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official permanent record.
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It's Your Oregon

Comments on Multnomah County Proposed Wood Smoke Ordinance
December 7, 2017

Angela Crowley-Koch, Legislative Director
Oregon Environmental Council

Founded in 1968, the Oregon Environmental Council (OEC) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan,
membership-based organization. We advance innovative, collaborative and equitable solutions
to Oregon’s environmental challenges for today and future generations.

Oregon Environmental Council supports Multnomah County’s proposed wood smoke
ordinance.

The health impacts of burning wood are serious. Fireplaces and inefficient, outdated
wood stoves emit soot, carbon monoxide and air toxics that contribute to asthma and
other respiratory problems as well as cancer, heart disease and premature death. The
proposed ordinance will help save lives and prevent illness. It will help keep kids who
suffer asthma attacks in school and workers on the job.

OEC has a history of working to protect Oregonians’ health from wood smoke, extending
as far back as 1983, when we successfully advocated for the nation’s first wood stove
emissions standards. Recently, we served on the Washington County Wood Smoke
Advisory Team and on a wood smoke work group convened by Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality. We've examined the health concerns of wood smoke pollution;
the economic needs of communities particularly affected by wood smoke pollution,
cultural values around fireplaces and wood stoves, and solutions to wood smoke
pollution.

We've found examples of great local efforts to address wood smoke all around the
state—from Klamath Falls to Oakridge, from Pendleton to Washington County. As one
example, before starting a wood stove replacement program in 2000, the City of
Pendleton surveyed its residents and found that there were about 800 uncertified wood
stoves in the city and that a third of the survey respondents had experienced health
problems due to air pollution. Federal grants allowed Pendleton to work with residents
to provide interest-free loans to replace 186 wood stoves with new EPA-certified heating
systems. Pendleton also started a 7t grade Air Quality Education program at Sunridge
Middle School in 2000, and that program is still running strong. Pendleton’s residents
are breathing purer air, and the city is meeting federal standards for particulate
pollution.

Another example is Washington County’s local wood smoke ordinance—a simple system
to alert residents about air quality and advise them not to burn when air quality is
unhealthy. Multnomah County is considering a similar ordinance, which we
wholeheartedly support.




A combination of education, incentives, and policy solutions is needed to clean our air
and improve the health of Oregonians in large and small communities all across the
state, OEC will continue to advocate for responsible wood smoke ordinances as well as
state funding for community-based education/outreach programs and funding to help
-households replace their wood stoves with better alternatives, especially low-income
households. :

We thank Multnomah County for taking on this important issue and look forward to
sharing information about the new ordinance with our members.
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