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COMMENTS BEFORE BOARD OF MULTNOMAH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

September 8, 2016 

Portland's homeless issues have made headlines in the past 60 days and Sunday's Oregonian editorial 'Portland 

areas homeless need a short-term shelter plan that sticks" challenges County chair, Kafoury and Mayor Elect 

Wheeler to sit down and figure out how to use Wapato as a temporary homeless shelter. Certainly sheltering 

over 500 people before winter is a priority. Any discussion concerning Wapato, however, needs to move 

beyond "temporary" sleeping shelter to a resource center with temporary residency and a goal of getting people 

off the streets permanently. A facility with a mission to: 

• Form a core group of social services providers, medical /dental, drug and alcohol treatment clinics, 

mental health awareness, job training and education all designed to support lifestyle changes toward 

self-sufficiency and permanent housing. At the first visit: 

o Screen residents for needs 

o Treat needs via coordinated teams of service providers 

o Employ residents with nearby businesses 

o Transition to permanent housing once residents have jobs 

I believe this is the model Mr. Williams and his financial donors have in mind for Terminal 1, estimated to cost 

$101m to bring a contaminated shell of a warehouse into livable condition. A land use appeal and a lawsuit 

have been filed against the City so the project may die. Other states have similar successful programs such as: 

• Haven for Hope in Texas is twice the size of Wapato's capacity cost $101 million to build has a $16.182m 

operating budget. On any given night 1600 are sleeping on the campus. Average costs not available. 

I believe Chair Kafoury visited Haven for Hope. 

• Fort Lyon in Colorado with a $3.5m budget serves 250/annually, average cost $14,000/per person. From 

2013-2015 568 total served. 207 residents to housing, 116 permanent housing. 

• Portland's Central City Common operates similar programs from 5 different locations. Central City has 

an annual operating budget of $47 million and serves more than 13,000 annually, average 

$3,615/person 

• The 200 bed Hansen Building is estimated to cost $1,315,000/annually or $6,575/person. Services 

provided are information and referral on housing, health and income resources: 

• The estimated annual cost of keeping a homeless person on the streets Is between $36 - $40k, for 

Portland. 

If the Portland/County Joint Commission want to end homelessness in Portland they will have to adopt and 

adapt one of the above programs. The cycle has to be broken or the revolving door will be with us forever. In 

reading these articles, it's very clear the shelters need to know who they are dealing with from the get-go. 

Addiction, mental illness, job loss/home loss, domestic abuse or the chronic homeless. Then we need a place for 

healing, job training, safety and a home. Wapato is large enough modern enough and well suited to become a 

state of the art resource center for in-depth homeless treatment. Wapato will not cost $101 million to move 

into. Seek state, federal and donor funding, have TriMet put on another bus and a bus stop at the facility. Stop 

throwing roadblocks, look upon Wapato as an asset not a liability, support Commissioner Smith and open that 

facility and make some real progress. 

Harriett Heisey 

Portland, OR 97230 hheiey1000@gmail.com  
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Wapato Jail - Multnomah County 

Having visited the property of Wapato in the last month, I see a completely 

different picture of the facility than shown in a recent Tribune article. 

Seeing it now is very different than the photo, which is around 14 years old 

and just completed building. It is now landscaped with lawn, various trees 

and shrubbery and completely fenced in and surrounded by large trees. 

I got out of the car and walked to the bus stop down a short road, which a 

healthy person can do about 1/8 mile away. It would take about 15-18 

minutes north on 1-5 in an auto or bus. Turn left on Marine Dr., then to a 

short street on Leadbetter to the entrance. 

Across the is the Columbia Sportswear Warehouse, The Portland French 

Bakery and numerous other businesses so it is not isolated territory. 

I would appreciate an answer to the question why this facility is not being 

considered as a temporary space. If it was a mistake to build it in the first 

place at costpayers money, then it should be put to use so that taxpayers 

won't feel "gypped" once again for a costly mistake. Us Taxpayers would 

be grateful if you would,what is right for the homeless, the taxpayers like 

me, and the people who make this decision for the county. 

- 

thank thank you, 

Alice Gustafson 

1300 NE 16th Av. 601 

Portland, Or. 97232 



It's time to use Wapato as shelter 
MYVIEW 
By Loretta Smith 

We are missing a gi-
ant opportunity to 
use the empty 
Wapato facility as 

a shelter. This region has 
homeless camps throughout 
our city going unchecked and 
unchanged without the Mult-
nomah County Board of Com-
missioners offering up Wapato, 
a building that we spend more 
than $500,000 a year on to sit 
empty. Wapato is a taxpayer-
funded project that cost $58 
million to build. 

The decision to not fully fund 
Wapato as a jail did not rest 
with this board. 
However, to use 
this facility in a 
manner that 
temporarily 
meets the crisis 
of homeless-
ness in our 
community 
does rest with 
us. 

We cannot 
continue to sup- 
port placing our most vulnera-
ble homeless residents in un-
healthy buildings, contaminat-
ed warehouses, and unsafe en- 
vironments that are zoned for 	 =UNE RLE PHOTO 
commercial use. Industrial land Multnomah County Commissioner Loretta Smith wants to push her colleagues at the county to open Wapato, built as a jail but never opened, as a 
must be kept to attract busi- 	large homeless shelter instead of Terminal 1, an empty warehouse in Northwest Portland. 

SMITH 



nesses uttering nunny-wag(: 
jobs to our city and state. The 
struggle of homelessness does 
not warrant us treating people 
like they are inhuman when we 
are developing public policy so-
lutions. We must always treat 
those who are homeless with 
dignity, respect and compas-
sion. 

Responding to my constitu-
ents, I urge the Multnomah 
County chair and Board of 
County Commissioners to sup-
port a resolution, ordinance or 
a vote to open Wapato as a 
homeless shelter immediately. 
We should not ask residents,  

homeowners and families to ac-
cept chronic homelessness in 
their neighborhoods if we are 
not willing to use every re-
source and tool we have avail-
able. Furthermore, we should 
be embarrassed and meticu-
lously critiqued for even con-
templating asking the business 
community, and our taxpayers, 
to support shelters in their 
communities without us tire-
lessly exploring every possible 
option including putting Wapa-
to on the table. 

No more excuses! 
Multnomah County has the  

ability to partner with a num-
ber of social service providers, 
housing service providers, gov-
ernment assistance organiza-
tions, i.e., the Veterans Admin-
istration, Social Security, em-
ployment and training pro-
grams, regional transportation 
partners, public and private, in 
order to ensure access to the 
central city programs. 

To assume that we cannot, 
collectively, work to ensure 
homeless individuals are con-
nected to key services while re-
siding at Wapato, fails to un-
derstand the infrastructure  

that is part of Multnomah 
County. 

We have the values and the 
leadership on our board to 
make the courageous and cor-
rect decision to serve our com-
munity members who are 
homeless in a facility. 

Wapato is a facility that will 
not cost $100 million to build. 
Wapato is a facility that does 
not come with enormous envi-
ronmental issues. It is a facility 
that has the appropriate show-
ers, toilets, kitchen, heating, 
cooling and community rooms 
that can serve 500 to 1,000  

homeless residents ... today. 
We need to step up our 

game, Multnomah County 
Board of Commissioners, and 
recognize that chronic home-
lessness is worsening by the 
day in our city and county. Af-
fordable housing is an issue 
that will dominate our conver-
sations for years to come. 

The time is now for us to act. 

Loretta Smith is Multnomah County 
commissioner for District 2. She can 
be reached at 503-988-5219 or loretta. 
smith@multco.us  
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Suicide Prevention Starts With Everyday Heroes Like You Register Today. 

Portland Out of the Darkness Walk 
Saturday October 1st, 2016 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum Plaza 

AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR 

uicide Prevention afsp.org/walk  
Check in: 8:00 AM 
Walk starts: 10:00 MI 
Register for FREE at: 
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2. Comment for Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the 

Consent Agenda. 
3. Comment for Agenda items will be called during that item's presentation, before the 

vote is taken. 
4. Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding 

Officer may re-arrange the order that testimony is given or ask Invited Guests or 
Elected Officials to speak first. 

5. When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state 
your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone. 

6. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed 
by the Chair, who is the Presiding Officer. 

7. A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time. 
8. If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only 

one (1) copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with 
the Board and County Attorney after the meeting. 

9. All meetings are audio and video recorded and can be viewed at: multco.us.  
10.The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions 

necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to 
comply with the Rules of Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or 
required to leave and upon failure to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated 
accordingly. Copies of the Rules of Conduct are available next to the sign up sheets. 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING  
ORAL COMMENTS:  

1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk 
at the meeting, or by e-mail at: Ivnda.growmultco.us   

2. Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official permanent 
record. 

0 i2 720 



Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk 
***This form is a public record*** 

MEETING DATE: 

E-MAIL: 	  

MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 
PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN-UP SHEET 

AGENDA ITEM # 	 OR NON-AGENDA SUBJECT: 	 

OR: 	AGAINST: 	 

NAME: 	) C) J 	1/1  

CONTACT INFORMATION (optional): 

ADDRESS:  7 -9  7 LA)  
CITY/STATE/ZIP: 	  

PHONE: 

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:  
1 	Fill out this form and submit to the Board Clerk 15 minutes before meeting begins. 
2. Comment for Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the 

Consent Agenda. 
3. Comment for Agenda items will be called during that item's presentation, before the 

vote is taken. 
4. Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding 

Officer may re-arrange the order that testimony is given or ask Invited Guests or 
Elected Officials to speak first. 

5. When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state 
your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone. 

6. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed 
by the Chair, who is the Presiding Officer. 

7. A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time. 
8. If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only 

one (1) copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with 
the Board and County Attorney after the meeting. 

9. All meetings are audio and video recorded and can be viewed at: multco.us. 
10. The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions 

necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to 
comply with the Rules of Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or 
required to leave and upon failure to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated 
accordingly. Copies of the Rules of Conduct are available next to the sign up sheets. 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING  
ORAL COMMENTS:  

1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk 
at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us   

2. Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official permanent 
record. 



FOR: 	 AGAINST: 

NAME: 

MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 
PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN-UP SHEET 

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk 
***This form is a public record*** 

MEETING DATE: 	Y(̀   

AGENDA ITEM # 	OR NON-AGENDA SUBJECT: 

CONTACT INFORMATION (optional): 

ADDRESS: 	 Lt0 	rel/e--- 	, -C,  

_.<1717-4/ 	 o_sr-LS 

PHONE:  LIS-Z6 76YC,7  E-MAIL: 	 eir2--04  

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:  
1. Fill out this form and submit to the Board Clerk 15 minutes before meeting begins. 
2. Comment for Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the 

Consent Agenda. 
3. Comment for Agenda items will be called during that item's presentation, before the 

vote is taken. 
4. Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding 

Officer may re-arrange the order that testimony is given or ask Invited Guests or 
Elected Officials to speak first. 

5. When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state 
your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone. 

6. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed 
by the Chair, who is the Presiding Officer. 

7. A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time. 
8. If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only 

one (1) copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with 
the Board and County Attorney after the meeting. 

9. All meetings are audio and video recorded and can be viewed at: multco.us.  
10.The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions 

necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to 
comply with the Rules of Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or 
required to leave and upon failure to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated 
accordingly. Copies of the Rules of Conduct are available next to the sign up sheets. 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING  
ORAL COMMENTS:  

1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk 
at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us   

2. Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official permanent 
record. 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: 



MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 
PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN-UP SHEET 

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk 
***This form is a public record*** 

MEETING DATE: 	(C7/  
AGENDA ITEM # 	OR NON-AGENDA SUBJECT: 

FOR: 	AGAINST: 

NAME: <• (5 )e-'0(174  M 

CONTACT INFORMATION (optional): 

ADDRESS: 	  

CITY/STATE/ZIP: 	  

PHONE: 

     

     

E-MAIL: r-ils//(_-_ OG2 

 

)14 (L 	/--/--t  /--/-1  

      

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:  
1. Fill out this form and submit to the Board Clerk 15 minutes before meeting begins. 
2. Comment for Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the 

Consent Agenda. 
3. Comment for Agenda items will be called during that item's presentation, before the 

vote is taken. 
4. Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding 

Officer may re-arrange the order that testimony is given or ask Invited Guests or 
Elected Officials to speak first. 

5. When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state 
your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone. 

6. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed 
by the Chair, who is the Presiding Officer. 

7. A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time. 
8. If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only 

one (1) copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with 
the Board and County Attorney after the meeting. 

9. All meetings are audio and video recorded and can be viewed at: multco.us. 
10.The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions 

necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to 
comply with the Rules of Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or 
required to leave and upon failure to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated 
accordingly. Copies of the Rules of Conduct are available next to the sign up sheets. 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING  
ORAL COMMENTS:  

1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk 
at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.growmultco.us   

2. Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official permanent 
record. 



MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 
PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN-UP SHEET 

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk 
***This form is a public record*** 

MEETING DATE:  9 
AGENDA ITEM # 	 OR NON-AGENDA SUBJECT:  0e/  

FOR: 
	

AGAINST: 

NAME:  ,a  

CONTACT INFORMATION (optional): 

ADDRESS: 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: 	  

PHONE:5 -  74; 0  -4 2.c7t>6  E-MAIL: 	  

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:  
1 	Fill out this form and submit to the Board Clerk 15 minutes before meeting begins. 
2. Comment for Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the 

Consent Agenda. 
3. Comment for Agenda items will be called during that item's presentation, before the 

vote is taken. 
4. Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding 

Officer may re-arrange the order that testimony is given or ask Invited Guests or 
Elected Officials to speak first. 

5. When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state 
your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone. 

6. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed 
by the Chair, who is the Presiding Officer. 

7. A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time. 
8. If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only 

one (1) copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with 
the Board and County Attorney after the meeting. 

9. All meetings are audio and video recorded and can be viewed at: multco.us. 
10. The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions 

necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to 
comply with the Rules of Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or 
required to leave and upon failure to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated 
accordingly. Copies of the Rules of Conduct are available next to the sign up sheets. 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING  
ORAL COMMENTS:  

1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk 
at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us   

2. Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official permanent 
record. 



MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 
PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN-UP SHEET 

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk 
***This form is a public record*** 

MEETING DATE: 	8S iftlAkXv. 

AGENDA ITEM # 	OR NON-AGENDA SUBJECT: comr-neft 

FOR: 	AGAINST: 	 

NAME:  C 	ef--> 774) \--SOK  

CONTACT INFORMATION (optional): 

ADDRESS: 	  

CITY/STATE/ZIP: 	  

PHONE: 	E-MAIL: 	  

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:  
1 	Fill out this form and submit to the Board Clerk 15 minutes before meeting begins. 
2. Comment for Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the 

Consent Agenda. 
3. Comment for Agenda items will be called during that item's presentation, before the 

vote is taken. 
4. Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding 

Officer may re-arrange the order that testimony is given or ask Invited Guests or 
Elected Officials to speak first. 

5. When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state 
your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone. 

6. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed 
by the Chair, who is the Presiding Officer. 

7. A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time. 
8. If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only 

one (1) copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with 
the Board and County Attorney after the meeting. 

9. All meetings are audio and video recorded and can be viewed at: multco.us. 
10.The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions 

necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to 
comply with the Rules of Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or 
required to leave and upon failure to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated 
accordingly. Copies of the Rules of Conduct are available next to the sign up sheets. 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING  
ORAL COMMENTS:  

1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk 
at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.qrowmultco.us   

2. Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official permanent 
record. 



MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 
PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN-UP SHEET 

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk 
***This form is a public record*** 

MEETING DATE: 	9/8/16 

AGENDA # 	OR NON-AGENDA SUBJECT: CIC Appointments 

FOR: x AGAINST: 

NAME: 	Gary Marschke 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION (optional): 

ADDRESS: 	6027 NE 34th Ave 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: 	Portland, OR 97211 

PHONE:  503-412-8520 	EMAIL:  marschke.g@gmail.com   

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:  
1. Fill out this form and submit to the Board Clerk. 
2. Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the Consent Agenda. 
3. Agenda items will be called during that item's presentation, before the vote is taken. 
4. Presenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding Officer 

may rearrange the order testimony is given or ask Invited Guests or Elected Officials 
to speak first. 

5. Public testimony is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed 
by the Chair, who is the Presiding Officer. 

6. If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, 7 copies are required. If one copy is 
provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with the Board after 
the meeting. 

7. All meetings are audio and video recorded and can be viewed at:  multco.us. Click on 
Government/Board Meetings, and select meeting of your choice. 

8. When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state 
your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone. 

9. A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time. 
10.The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions 

necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to 
comply with reasonable rules of conduct or who creates a disturbance may be asked 
or required to leave and upon failure to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be 
treated accordingly. 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING  
ORAL COMMENTS:  

1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk 
at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us   

2. Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official record. 
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