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MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 
PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN-UP SHEET 

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk 
***This form is a public record*** 

MEETING DATE: 

AGENDA ITEM # 	OR NON-AGENDA SUBJECT: 

CONTACT INFORMATION (optional): 

ADDRESS: 	  

CITY/STATE/ZIP: 	  

PHONE: 

   

   

E-MAIL: 

  

      

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:  
1. Fill out this form and submit to the Board Clerk 15 minutes before meeting begins. 
2. Comment for Non-Agenda items will be called immediately after the vote on the Consent 

Agenda. 
3. Comment for Agenda items will be called during that item's presentation, before the vote is 

taken. 
4. Commenters are called to testify in the order forms are received. The Presiding Officer may 

re-arrange the order of the agenda and the order in which testimony is given or ask Invited 
Guests or Elected Officials to speak first. 

5. When your name is called, come forward and be seated at the presenter's table; state your 
name for the record and speak into the microphone. 

6. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise directed by the 
Chair, who is the Presiding Officer. 

7. A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time. 
8. If submitting handouts to be given to the Board, seven (7) copies are required. If only one (1) 

copy is provided, it will be received for the file and electronically shared with the Board and 
County Attorney after the meeting. 

9. All meetings are audio and video recorded and captioned and can be viewed at 
http://m ultnomah.qranicus.comNiewPublisher. php?view id=3  

10. The Chair has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable restrictions necessary for 
the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any person who fails to comply with the Rules 
of Conduct, or who creates a disturbance, may be asked or required to leave and upon failure 
to do so, becomes a trespasser and will be treated accordingly. The Rules of Conduct are 
posted and available in back of the room. 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD IN LIEU OF GIVING ORAL 
COMMENTS:  

1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board Clerk at the 
meeting, or by e-mail at: boardclerkmultco.us 

2. Written testimony will be entered into and remain a part of the official permanent record. 
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Stuart Emmons — Multnomah County Testimony 
November 9, 2017 

I was coming home from a movie last night 

It was pouring rain and cold. 

I saw a pile of belongings and nearby, a man behind a column. 

His name was Ernie — he was 60, couldn't sleep, had been a plumber, had severe arthritis. 

There are over 1600 people like Ernie living unsheltered on our streets in life threatening situations. 

I came home and posted: "Our Portland Housing Bond could shelter every person on the street immediately and house 
every houseless person within two years. If we were truly bold, innovative and resourceful." 

After my 2016 campaign for City Council, I worked for a startup modular housing company. The startup world of 
entrepreneurs and innovators thrive on hard challenges. They get to Yes when many people say it's 'impossible'. 

We need to rise up and figure out how to shelter 1600 people, and soon house 4000 of our houseless. It's really not so big a 
number that we as Portlanders, you as County leaders, can't figure this challenge out. 

Wapato can shelter 30% of our unsheltered. It should be a part of a solution. 

Wapato is not perfect, but we have it, and it's pretty close. 

Some Excuses: 
"It's a jail" Give me, or one of County's other artist or architects a budget and plants and paint and 1 month and you will be 
amazed about how cool a place we could make 

"It's too far away" Wapato is closer to downtown than much of outer east Portland, bus 11 could easily be slightly rerouted, 

"It's too big" Shelters max at 100. Wapato is a series of 50 to 75 person independent shelters. 

Excuses excuses excuses. Ronald Reagan did this. Trump. It's a regional problem. It's a west coast problem. It's a planetary 
problem. We don't elect people to make excuses. We elect people to get to Yes. 

Back on the tax roles? 
The deal is shady. If you approve this sale, there is a high likelihood of a legacy of a lost opportunity and 525 people 
unnecessarily exposed this winter. I've talked to many real estate experts and no one can figure this deal out. I've discussed 
this with Mr. Kehoe. I'm even more confused. The only conclusion I can come up with is: this buyer, inexperienced in 
industrial properties, has not figured this out. He just wants to make a buck and he doesn't realize he will have a facility that 
is worth less than 50% of what he bought it for. He'll probably bail anyhow after he figures it out. Meanwhile people will be 
exposed to life threatening freezing conditions this winter. 

If you are insistent on selling this facility, then before you do it, find us a similar facility that can house 525 people that has 
heat, a commercial kitchen, medical facilities, close to a Tri Met line, within 3 miles of a MAX stop, surrounded by job 
opportunities, and is on a beautiful lake. 

I get the No thing. We all need to come together and start saying yes. And do the math. How do we shelter 1600 people, 
house 4000 houseless. 

If you can't figure out how to make Wapato into a shelter for people experiencing homelessness, then sell it to a group that 
can figure it out. 

Or use it temporarily. For say 5 years and keep going to determine the optimal way to shelter 525 people. 

Today you have been given the opportunity to surprise all of us and do something really transformational. Really exciting. 
Really bold. Open Wapato to Save Lives. 
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